
Centennial 

Community Meeting 

6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024

Please wait while we give everyone a few 
moments to join 

You will be muted upon entry 

Questions in the chat will be responded 
to as quickly as possible 



Centennial 

Community Meeting 

6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024

Official Centennial Celebration November 2025 to May 2027
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milestones, influential places and people, 

and the community organizations and 
people who call Venice home. 

Centennial Community Meeting 
Official Celebration



Centennial Community Meeting 
History of the City 

From the mid-1920s to the mid-1940s, Venice achieved significant milestones, 
including its incorporation as a township, its renaming as a city, the election of its 

first mayor, and the operation of the Venice Army Air Base.



Centennial Community Meeting 
History of the City 

Founded in 1926, the City of Venice 
reflects the vision of city planner 
John Nolen, incorporating its 
proximity to the Gulf of Mexico with 
an emphasis on railway travel, 
parks and open spaces, roadways, 
and city design.



Centennial Community Meeting 
History of the City 

In the 1950s through the 1990s, the 
Venice Fishing Pier opened, the 
Kentucky Military Institute closed, and 
railway transport ended.



Centennial Community Meeting 
History of the City 

From the 2000s to the present 
day, the CityɄs history and 
environment have been preserved 
through beach renourishment, 
fishing pier refurbishment, and 
new parks and government 
facilities. 



Centennial Community Meeting 
Official Celebration

Official City of Venice 
Centennial Celebration 

November 2025 to May 2027 (18 months)

Actual Centennial Date: July 1, 2026

Centennial Celebration Plan
Approved by Venice City Council 

May 28, 2024 



Centennial Community Meeting 
Centennial Celebration Objectives 

ÅTibsf!Djuzǃt!psjhjo!tupsz!boe!jowpmwf!uif!dpnnvojuz!!
ÅCelebrate traditions and cultures of past, present & future
ÅAdapt existing events and create new ones
ÅEngage with community partners, residents & visitors 



Centennial Community Meeting 
Centennial Celebration Themes 

My history is our history: Focuses on engaging the 
community to reflect on their personal histories, 
memories, and ties to the Venice area.

A vision for the future: Focuses on inspiring future 
generations to maintain the culture of community, 
create sustainability and resilience, and shepherd 
Venice into the next century.



Centennial Community Meeting 
Centennial Celebration Themes 

211!zfbst!pg!zpvs!ǆDjuz!po!uif!HvmgǇ;!Focuses on the 
Djuzǃt!vojrvf!psjhjo!tupsz-!uif!obuvsbm!Gmpsjeb!
fowjsponfou-!upvsjtn-!boe!uif!Djuzǃt!fwpmvujpo!pwfs!ujnf/!

Celebrating our milestones: Focuses on the different 
chapters of City history including military, citrus, 
planning, architecture, arts and culture, and other 
ijtupsjdbm!mboenbslt!uispvhipvu!uif!Djuzǃt!qbtu/!



Centennial Community Meeting 
Official Centennial Logo

Official City of Venice Centennial logo adopted 
by City Council on Oct. 22, 2024. 



Centennial Community Meeting 
Centennial Logo 

Designed by local resident and business 
owner Stuart Bailey. 

Inspired by The Venice Company original 
1926 logo, our local beautiful sunsets, and 
flora and fauna. 

Contest winner, out of nearly 30 designs 
submitted, earning over 540+ unique votes. 



Centennial Community Meeting 
Centennial Celebration

In November 1925, the Florida State 
Legislature passed a law creating the town of 
Venice to go into affect July 1, 2026. 

Fbdi!pg!uif!Djuzǃt!lfztupof!fwfout!
corresponds to a major Centennial milestone. 

Why kick off with November 2025?



November

February

1925

1926

1926

1927

1927

Town of Venice created by State Legislature
November 1925 

Centennial Celebration Milestones

Centennial Community Meeting 

Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers declares Venice open 
February 1926 

Law creating Town of Venice takes effect
July 1926 

Governor Martin appoints first Mayor and Council 
December 1926 

Venice incorporation changes from Town to City 
May 1927 



1. Holiday Parade Centennial Kickoff, November 2025 

Hosted by the City of Venice with support from nonprofit organizations, 
wpmvouffst!boe!dpnnvojuz!hspvqt/!Cvehfufe!Ǳ!%6-111!gps!gmpbu!eˡdps0sfoubm!

Corresponds to State Legislature date 

Keystone City Centennial Events (*Budget Dependent) 

Centennial Community Meeting 

2. Past Mayors & Chamber Presidents Dinner, February 2026 

Hosted in partnership with the Venice Area Chamber of Commerce. 
Cvehfufe!Ǳ!%21-111!dpousjcvujpo!upxbse!ejoofs0qsftfoubujpo!

Corresponds to BLE declaring City open 



Keystone City Centennial Events 

Centennial Community Meeting 

4. Holiday Parade Centennial Float, November 2026 

3. Centennial Parade & Picnic in the Park, July 2026 

Iptufe!jo!qbsuofstijq!xjui!Wfojdf!NbjoTusffu!Jod/!Cvehfufe!Ǳ!%71-111!
contribution toward parade and picnic 

Corresponds to City Centennial and 250th anniversary of American 
independence

Hosted by the City of Venice with support from nonprofit organizations, 
wpmvouffst!boe!dpnnvojuz!hspvqt/!Cvehfufe!Ǳ!%6-111!gps!gmpbu!eˡdps0sfoubm!



5. Futurists Venice Roundtable, March 2027

Keystone City Centennial Events 

Centennial Community Meeting 

6. 100-Year Anniversary Finale Cake, May 2027

Iptufe!cz!uif!Djuz!pg!Wfojdf/!Cvehfufe!Ǳ!%6-111!dpousjcvujpo!
toward presentation 

Dpssftqpoet!up!upxoǃt!obnf!dibohf!up!djuz!

Iptufe!cz!uif!Djuz!pg!Wfojdf/!Cvehfufe!Ǳ!%6-111!dpousjcvujpo!
toward presentation 

Dpssftqpoet!up!upxoǃt!obnf!dibohf!up!djuz!



7. Student contest: Streetlight banner design 

8. Student contest: Florida City Government Week poster

:/!Tuvefou!dpouftu;!ǆXibu!xjmm!Wfojdf!mppl!mjlf!jo!211!zfbst@Ǉ!fttbz 

21/!Dpnnvojuz!fohbhfnfou;!ǆXibu!jt!Wfojdf!up!ZpvǇ!epxoupxo!nfttbhf!cpbse 

11. Historical Resources oral history projects 

12. Exhibitions at the Venice Museum 

City Centennial Events  

Centennial Community Meeting 



City of Venice Centennial logo props, challenge 
coins, lapel pins, printouts and giveaways 
(sticker, window cling, branded content, etc.); 
annual City calendar, Centennial/City history 
themed; published coffee table photo book; 
and light pole banners and flags

City Centennial Promotional Items

Centennial Community Meeting 



City Centennial Budget 

Centennial Community Meeting 

Djuzǃt!upubm!cvehfu!$187,500

FY25 to FY27, includes funding for City 
events, marketing and promotional 
materials.

Funding and grant opportunities from 
local, state and federal partners when able. 



City Centennial Budget 

Centennial Community Meeting 

FY25 approved budget    $25,000

FY26 proposed budget         $150,000

FY27 proposed budget         $12,500



Centennial Community Meeting 
Centennial Event Partnerships 

Adapt your own existing events or propose new events and activities to 
dpnqmfnfou!uif!Djuzǃt!Dfoufoojbm!uifnft!boe!dfmfcsbujpo!fggpsut/

Uif!Dfoufoojbmǃt!Tvddftt!Efqfoet!po!ZPV"



Application 
Process 

Short-form application or proposed event, activity, 
or initiative. Special events will utilize the existing 
special event application process.

Review Process Level 1
Level 2
Level 3

Partnership 
approval process 

Outside events and activities with cross-promotion 
and marketing under the ɇ100 Years of Your City on 
the GulfɈ brand.

Centennial Community Meeting 
Centennial Event Partnerships 



Centennial Community Meeting 
Centennial Event Partnerships 

Level 1
Requires City Staff Review 

Events, activities or initiatives that fall within a 
Centennial theme and: 

Ǎbsf!po!qsjwbuf!qspqfsuz!cvu!pqfo!up!uif!qvcmjd-!ps
...do not require City services, or 
Ǎb!sfrvftu!up!vtf!uif!Dfoufoojbm!mphp!po!
marketing and promotional materials 

Short-Form Application



Centennial Community Meeting 
Centennial Event Partnerships 

Level 2
Requires City Staff and 

City Council Review 

Events, activities or initiatives that fall within a 
Centennial theme and: 

Ǎ!bsf!b!sfrvftu!gps!b!ofx!Qbsl!Sftfswbujpo-!ps!
Ǎ!bsf!b!sfrvftu!gps!b!ofx!Tqfdjbm!Fwfou-!ps!
Ǎ!bsf!b!sfrvftu!gps!bebqubujpo!pg!bo!fyjtujoh!
Special or Heritage Event 

Normal P.R. or S.E. Application



Centennial Community Meeting 
Centennial Event Partnerships 

Level 3
Requires City Staff,  

Advisory Board, and 
City Council Review 

Events, activities or initiatives that fall within a 
Centennial theme and: 

Ǎ!bsf!b!sfrvftu!gps!b!nvsbm!ps!qvcmjd!bsu-!ps!
Ǎ!bsf!b!sfrvftu!gps!b!ofx!qmbrvf!ps!tubuvf-!ps
Ǎ!boe!gbmm!xjuijo!puifs!sfrvftut!gps!qfsnbofou!
features or amenities on public property 

Submit Full Project Proposal



Centennial Community Meeting 
How to Apply for Centennial Event Partnerships 

Scan the QR code or visit 
https://forms.office.com/r/AZYgQ7AiMr



Centennial Community Meeting 
Centennial Promotion 

Promotion & Outreach 

City of Venice events calendar
City of Venice social media

Assistance with local media, City e-
Newsletter, and promotion



Centennial Community Meeting
Centennial Celebration 

WhatɅs next? 

City Council adopts Centennial FY25 budget and Celebration Plan

Launch City Centennial webpage  

City Council adopts Centennial logo 

First Centennial Community Meeting, December 2024  

City Centennial Team opens partnership applications, January 2025

City Centennial Team meets with stakeholders, January 2025 

City Team begins promotional outreach, marketing and event

        approval process

Second Centennial Community Meeting, Spring 2025 

City Council adopts Centennial FY26 budget

Centennial kick-off November 2025 



Centennial Community Meeting cv
Centennial Community Meeting 

Next Centennial Community Meeting 

in April 2025; more details to come 



Centennial Community Meeting cv
Centennial Community Meeting 

Questions? 



Centennial Community Meeting cv
Centennial Community Meeting 

Venicegov.com/ or email 

centennial@venicefl.gov

For more information visit


