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1st Public Works Road-E-O ropes ‘em in
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Bob Daniels

Mitzie Fiedler
Jeanette Gates
Helen Moore
Chuck Newsom

Above, a contestant makes a
basket in the Tire Backhoe
competition. At left, Don
Pemberton with Public

www.venicegov.com

Works placed 2nd and Chad
Armstrong with Utilities

CHARTER OFFICERS
City Manager Ed Lavallee

placed 1st in the Mini Excavator contest. Don also
placed 1st in Tire Backhoe
and 2nd in Claw Truck.

Hundreds turned out Jan. 19 to
cheer on City of Venice staff in Public
Works/Solid Waste, Utilities and Fire
Departments as they competed in
the City’s inaugural Road-E-O.
The event, in which City heavy
equipment operators competed in a
skill testing course, was held in conjunction with the Venice-Nokomis
Rotary 26th Annual Fine Arts &
Crafts Festival at the Airport Festival
Grounds.
Vehicle contests included claw
truck, mini excavator, large tire backhoe, vacuum truck, Solid Waste/
front loader and firetruck. Participants attempted challenges from
parallel parking and backing to stacking tires and dropping a basketball
through a net.
“I am very humbled to see how
many people came to see the event
from our community,” said Public
Works Fleet and Facilities Manager
Travis Hout, the main organizer of
the event with assistance from

City Clerk Lori Stelzer
City Attorney Kelly Fernandez

To be placed on the newsletter distribution list, email city Public Information
Officer Lorraine Anderson at landerson@venicegov.com or call 941-882-7401.
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WINNERS

Chad Armstrong with Utilities guides a tire backhoe through the diminishing alley
course. More photos, page 3
Road-E-O, from page 1

Special Events and Marketing Coordinator Shirley Gibson. “Our talented employees did amazing for the first-event ever. I am very proud of all of those
who competed.
“I want to give a huge thanks to all those who volunteered and sponsored this event. This would not have been possible without them. Our
event combined with the Rotary Artfest was a great team and offered all
who attended something to enjoy.”
The Road-E-O saw 15 competitors and 24 volunteers from the City, including Council Member Helen Moore and John Kammerer with Public Works,
who served as a DJ throughout the event. Sixteen civilians also volunteered,
including a number of Keep Venice Beautiful members.
Kids could also sit in some of the vehicles, including the cab of a Peterbilt
truck with a loft, a backhoe, firetruck and Police Officer Paul Freeman’s motorcycle. Master Police Officer Paul Joyce with the Marine Unit also had the
VPD boat on display.

Claw Truck

Dwayne Evans, Public Works, 3rd

Kevin Barrett, Public Works, 1st

Chad Armstrong, Utilities, 4th

Don Pemberton, Public Works, 2nd

Kevin Barrett – Public Works, 5th

Darren Addy, Utilities, 3rd

Vac Truck

Andy Stafford, Public Works, 4th

Tony Ramirez, Utilities, 1st

Mini Excavator

Noill Leiva, Utilities, 2nd

Chad Armstrong, Utilities, 1st

Chad Armstrong, Utilities, 3rd

Don Pemberton, Public Works, 2nd

Firetruck

Kevin Barrett, Public Works, 3rd

Gerry Stause, 1st

Dwayne Evans, Public Works, 4th

Justin Cochara, 2nd

Derek Self, Utilities, 5th

Ryan Hellmer, 3rd

Tire Backhoe

Front Loader

Don Pemberton, Public Works, 1st

Darrin Olah, Solid Waste, 1st

Rob Bondurant, Public Works, 2nd

Scott Hemp, Solid Waste, 2nd

SPONSORS
Bull Riding - $600

Coggin Ford Jacksonville

Samsara Fleet Tracking

American Import Auto

Peterbilt-Rush Truck
Center

Callaghan Tire

Waste Equipment and
Parts

Steer Roping - $250
Wesco Turf/Toro

Everglades Farm
Equipment
The Garland Company
B&I Construction
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Above, Don Pemberton and Rob Bondurant, 1st and 2nd
place winners in Tire Backhoe. Below, young spectators
watch the competition.

Clockwise from above, Chad Armstrong competes in the tire
push, Don Pemberton maneuvers the claw truck and Tony
Ramirez plays some vac truck basketball.
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ROAD-E-O

Above, Chad Armstrong, Tony Ramirez and Noill Leiva from
Utilities. Below, Firemedics Gerry Stause, Ryan Hellmer and
Justin Cochara.

At left, VPD Officer Paul Freeman shows off his
motorcycle. Above, Assistant Public Works Director Ricky Simpson and volunteers Council Member
Helen Moore and Ricky’s wife Michelle keep a
watchful eye during a swing load event.
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ROAD-E-O
At left, Fleet and Facilities
Manager Travis Hout,
head organizer of the
Road-E-O, explains to
competitors in the Mini
Excavator Contest that
they have to dig 2 balls
out of the sand in the kiddie pool and drop them in
a chute.

Above, Don Pemberton won 2nd
place and Kevin Barrett captured
1st place in the Claw Truck Com-

petition. At left, Waste Front
Loader winners Darrin Olah, 1st
place, and Scott Hemp, 2nd place.

At right, after

stacking tires with
a backhoe, competitors attempted
to drop a basketball down the middle of the stack.
Firemedic Justin Cochara parallel parks a firetruck on the course.
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Serve Florida named Pillar of the Community
The organization Serve Florida/One Christ Won City, instrumental in the City’s
annual Make a Difference Day volunteer effort in October under the guidance
of Director Jim Foubister, was named a Mayor’s Pillar of the Community during
the Jan. 22 Council meeting.
The nonprofit Serve Florida had its origin at a May 2009 gathering uniting pastors and churches as one. One Christ Won City continues today to collaborate
with churches, Christians, cities, schools and the needy. The organization has
been a part of food drives and food sharing of over 1 million pounds of food.
They have been part of serving 250,000 meals. They have had prayer gatherings
for thousands of people and had 8,000 people witness 500 baptisms. They have
placed safety fencing at playgrounds, repaired play structures and athletic field
equipment, and refurbished community buildings and churches. They have
helped clothe thousands of individuals and provided hundreds of pieces of furniture. They have also provided thousands of volunteer hours for high school

Jim Foubister, Director of Serve Florida, pictured with his wife Chris, accepts the
Mayor’s Pillar of the Community Award Jan. 22 by Mayor John Holic.

students to earn service hours for scholarships.
Make a Difference Day in Venice is an evolution of the group’s 2009 beginning. With Foubister and his wife Chris at the helm and assistance from City Public
Works staff, on Oct. 27, 2018, a record turnout of 447 people ages 6-86 raked, mulched, cleaned play structures, repaired benches, built picnic tables and
trimmed vegetation at local parks and green spaces. They also prepared and served food for 305 volunteers at the free Serve Florida/One Christ Won City barbecue at Maxine Barritt Park. According to Foubister, thousands of tree limbs and miles of invasive plants and weeds were removed. Nearly 1 ton of debris of
every kind was collected and disposed of.
Participating along with Serve Florida/One Christ Won City were members of the Venice Newcomers, Keep Venice Beautiful, Venice Area Beautification Inc.,

Grace Methodist Church (on the island), Cornerstone Baptist, New Life Church, The Bridge, Sertoma Club, Community Assistance Ministry, South County Bar
Association, Family Promise, Yoga on the Beach, Fellowship Bible Church, Home Depot, Tri County Air Conditioning, Venice Sign Shop, Venice Garden Club,
Venice MainStreet, South Venice Baptist, Venice Church of the Nazarene, Christ United Methodist, Venice Bible Church, Venice Middle School Young Marines,
Student Leadership Academy, City employees, and students from Venice High School.
The participation in Serve Florida has grown from 5 churches to 24 churches and lay service organizations.
Continued on page 9
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Local pastors and clergymen affiliated with Serve Florida/One Christ Won City received certificates during the Jan. 22 City Council meeting. The nonprofit has a website,
ServeFL.com, that lists the needs of those in the community.
Pillar, from page 8

“This is not a group that sits and complains about stuff — this is a group that gets out and does stuff,” Holic said. “It’s really an amazing organization.”
The group is honored to join together the faith-based community, schools, corporations, service clubs and groups for its cause. By working together, we can
all “make a difference.” Serve Florida’s motto is “Help someone today — start with the person nearest you.”
Foubister then passed out certificates recognizing local pastors and clergymen.
“Serve Florida is the pillar of the community, but this is a pillar that has many posts,” the Mayor said. “This is really an impressive group.”
“All the money that comes to Serve Florida goes to the needy, and we continue to strive to do our best. Thanks to our pastors and their congregations, the
hearts united in Christ, things are changing again in Venice,” Foubister said in accepting the Pillar Award on behalf of Serve Florida. He also thanked the
Mayor, Council, Public Works for their assistance with Make a Difference Day, and “all those who served, and all those who will serve in the future.”
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VPD officers, citizens lauded at award ceremony

Above, VPD attendees at the
awards breakfast Jan. 26 pose for
a group photo. At right, PSA Willie Acosta and citizens receive a
Lifesaving Award. The civilians
are Flinn Ashley, Francie Beville,
and Dan Simonelli.

The Venice Police Department Awards and Citation Ceremony,
presented by Chief Tom Mattmuller, was held following a breakfast Saturday, Jan. 26 at the Moose Lodge 1308.
The ceremony, which included awards for Years of Service, Lifesaving, Chief’s Achievement, Individual and Unit Commendations,
also lauded citizens for their good deeds in the community. The
event is held each year to recognize officers and citizens for their
achievements, profound acts and good deeds in the community.
Accolades are as follows:
YEARS OF SERVICE AWARDS
5 Years: Criminalistics Specialist Tawnie Murdock, Detective
Sgt. Rob Goodson, Officer Andy Wentworth, Administrative Assistant Richard Brown, Detective Ben Neff, SITE Officer Erin Skaggs
10 Years: K-9 Officer Kristen Kimson, Sgt. Keith Quick, SITE Sgt.
Mathew Sauchinitz
20 Years: Records Manager Kelli Peyton
CITIZEN AWARD RECIPIENTS
Certificate of Appreciation: Kathleen Marie Meyer
Lifesaving Award: Michael Reid, Ronald Carniewski, Flinn Ashley, Francie Beville, Dan Simonelli, Ken
Harper
MEMBER MERIT AWARDS
Lifesaving Award: David Creasy, William Kuchar,
Willie Acosta (2 awards), Kenite Webb, Jose Luna,
Eugene Frangioni, Kelli Peyton, Jason Adams, James
Atwell, James Browning
Unit Commendation (FTO): Jason Adams, Eugene
Frangioni, Keith Quick, David Creasy, Adam Daneman, Paul Freeman, William Kuchar, Bill Long, John
Majka, Rodrigo Morales, Korey Shope, Andrew
Continued on page 11
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Wentworth, Brett Woodworth
Unit Commendation (SITE):
Mathew Sauchinitz, Adam Daneman,
Paul Freeman, Erin Skaggs, Louis
White
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Individual Commendation: Bill
Long, John Majka, Aleksander
Gregoire, Korey Shope, Kristen Kimson
Chief’s Achievement Award: Willie
Acosta, Brett Woodworth
Community Relations Award:
Brittany Kammerer

At left, Officer Bill Long gets
an Individual Commendation. Right, Officer David
Creasy, Officer William Kuchar and civilian Michael
Reid receive a Lifesaving
Award. Photos: Len Bramble

Above, Sgt. Aleksander Gregoire and his family. At left, Officer
Nicholas Hertel, his wife and son. Far left, Officer David Creasy
with his wife.
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First Adopt-a-Park signs go up
The week of Jan. 21, the City's Public Works Department placed its first two Adopt-a-Park signs — one at the
west end of Heritage Park for The Ritter Group, and one at Ruscelletto Park for DMK Associates.
The City Adopt-a-Park Program is up and running! Volunteers will be seen throughout the City keeping the
parks beautiful.
The City currently has 13 parks officially adopted, with 3 in the process. There are 7 parks still available to
adopt: City Hall Park, Fountain Park, Granada Nolen Green, Harbor Nolen Green, Humphris Park (South Jetty),
Prentiss French Park and Milan Nolen Green.
This program is for interested citizen groups, schools and businesses to assist the City in beautifying its parks
by volunteering to pick up trash and litter, cleaning various park amenities and performing other minor maintenance tasks. Interested participants need to commit their services at the selected park a minimum of four times
a year. The City provides a 12”x18” sign in the selected park to recognize the participating group or business.
To download an application package, go to https://www.venicegov.com/government/public-works/parks.
Send completed applications by email or hard copy to the attention of Tricia Matero, PMatero@Venicegov.com;
City of Venice Public Works Department, 221 S. Seaboard Ave., Venice, FL 34285. You can also call Tricia at 941-882-7362. Adopt-a-Park applications will be evaluated in the order they are received.

Adopt-a-Park signs
have been installed at
At left, City

Heritage Park for The

Public Works

Ritter Group, above;

staff stand

and at Ruscelletto

with mem-

Park for DMK Associ-

bers of DMK

ates, left.

Associates
near their
sign in Ruscelletto
Park.
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Ajax Paving wins award for Venice Airport project
Ajax Paving Industries of Florida won a 2018 Quality in Construction Award for
excellence in construction of an asphalt pavement, according to the National Asphalt Pavement Association (NAPA). The company received its award Jan. 23 at a
ceremony during the association’s 64th Annual Meeting in Marco Island, Fla.
Ajax won the award for the Venice Municipal Airport Parking Aprons reconstruction project. This was a collaborative effort that resulted in a large number
of change orders, which benefitted the owner and laid the groundwork for future
airport endeavors – all while staying within budget. The 4-inch surface overlay
was a 12.5mm P-401 mix, and more than 14,000 tons of asphalt was used to complete the project.
“The asphalt pavement industry is committed to building high-quality projects
that deliver superior performance to the traveling public. All contractors’ projects
earning a Quality in Construction award are measured against best practices designed to live up to that commitment,” said 2018 NAPA Chairman Craig Parker.
“Earning the Quality in Construction Award demonstrates that Ajax Paving Industries of Florida has met or exceeded these rigorous standards.”
Construction at Venice Municipal Airport in the fall of 2017.

AT YOUR SERVICE
The following individuals have been appointed to serve on City boards:
Janis Fawn, reappointed to the Planning Commission to serve a term from
Feb. 1, 2019, until Jan. 31, 2022.
Thomas Murphy, reappointed to the Planning Commission to serve a term
from Feb. 1, 2019, until Jan. 31, 2022.
Nick Flerlage, reappointed to the Environmental Advisory Board to serve a
term from Jan. 8, 2019, until Jan. 31, 2019.
Jerry Towery, reappointed to the Planning Commission to serve a term
from Jan. 8, 2019, until Jan. 31, 2022.
Ernest Booker, appointed to the Code Enforcement Board to complete the
unexpired term of John Burton from Jan. 8, 2019, until April 30, 2020.
Greg Novack, appointed to the Code Enforcement Board to serve a term

from Jan. 8, 2019, until Jan. 31, 2022.
Richard Bergmann, appointed to the Architectural Review Board to complete the unexpired term of Greg Novack from Jan. 8, 2019, until Nov. 30,
2019.
C. Richard Hale, reappointed to the Planning Commission to serve a term
from Feb. 1, 2019, until Jan. 31, 2022.
Jeffrey Matthews, reappointed to the Architectural Review Board to serve
a term from Feb. 1, 2019, until Jan. 31, 2022.
Victor Manning, appointed to the Citizen Tax Oversight Committee to
complete the unexpired term of John Burton from Jan. 22, 2019, until Feb. 28,
2020.
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Downtown Project Update
As of Jan. 31, Tampa Avenue is currently CLOSED to through traffic from U.S.
41 Business to Harbor Drive as part of the Downtown Venice Beautification Project. See map on page 15 for updated closure information.
This week, vehicles may still access the alley across from the Venice Theatre
while crews begin underground drainage work. The contractor anticipates fully
closing this block late next week. To access Tampa Avenue businesses, motorists should use Nassau Street to St. Augustine Avenue or Santa Maria Street.
Next week, crews anticipate sidewalk and curb removal on the 100 block. On
the 200 block, crews continue drainage, sidewalk, and irrigation installation, as
well as roadway work. On the 300 block, crews continue curb and sidewalk installation and roadway work. The contractor expects to open the 300 block of
Tampa Avenue to local traffic only in mid-February.
Nassau Street is open to provide north/south circulation for vehicles. The
contractor will resume work on Nassau Street once other areas are opened to Underground work (above) and new curbing (below) on Tampa Avenue in late
January.
vehicles.
Nokomis Avenue is open to local traffic only from W. Venice Avenue to the
alley entrance just south of Tampa Avenue. To access businesses on Nokomis
Avenue north of Tampa Avenue, motorists should use Santa Maria Street.
Installation of large palms in the median of West Venice Avenue is scheduled
to begin next week. Following large palm installation, the pedestrian fence will
be modified to a single row. Once the fence is completed, the smaller shrubs will
be planted. Crews also continue installing the plant hanger poles and electric.
Motorists should expect the inside lanes closed on W. Venice Ave. closed for the
contractor to complete this work.
The aggregate for around the tree bases is on order. Once the aggregate is
installed, the contractor will remove the barricades around the trees.
For additional project information, please contact Jennifer Dorning, Project
PIO, at 239-338-7723 or jennifer.dorning@atkinsglobal.com.
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Venice named a Tree City USA for 9th year
The City of Venice has been named a 2018 Tree City USA
by the Arbor Day Foundation in honor of its commitment to
effective urban forest management. The City achieved Tree
City USA recognition for the 9th year by meeting the program’s four requirements: a tree board or department, a
tree care ordinance, an annual community forestry budget
of at least $2 per capita, and an Arbor Day observance and
proclamation.
“Tree City USA communities see the impact an urban forest has in a community first hand,” said Dan Lambe, President of the Arbor Day Foundation. “Additionally, recognition brings residents together and creates a sense of community pride, whether it’s through volunteer engagement
or public education.”
Trees provide multiple benefits to a community when
properly planted and maintained. They help to improve
the visual appeal of a neighborhood, increase property

Some of the trees found in John Nolen Park, 425 Palmetto Ct.

values, reduce home cooling costs, remove air pollutants and provide wildlife habitat, among many other benefits.
Venice is one of more than 3,400 Tree City USAs, with a combined population of more than 143 million. The Tree City USA program is sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service and the National Association of State Foresters.
Find out more about the program by going to the Arbor Day Foundation’s website, www.arborday.org.

Like and Follow us on Facebook:
Venice, Florida Municipal Government
Like what you see? Please rate us 5
stars and leave us a review!
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Renovated Woodmere/Eagle Point Bell unveiled

BEFORE

AFTER

After many months of hard work by City staff and with the
generous monetary support of the Questers of Historic Spanish Point Chapter 1477, on Jan. 25 the Venice Museum & Archive unveiled its new Woodmere/Eagle Point Historic Bell
Exhibit in front of the Triangle Inn.
The bell was once utilized at the Woodmere Lumber Company and Eagle Point Club. Funds also covered materials for
an overhead shelter constructed by the City’s Public Works
Department. Pictured at left are the lady Questers, Ron Bednar and Dan Van Acker from Public Works, Museum volunteer
Nick Ciavolella (who worked on the bell exhibit for his college
internship project) and VMA Curator Jon Watson. Above, Jon
and Historical Resources Manager Harry Klinkhamer help unveil the restored bell. The public is invited to come by the museum at 351 Nassau St. S. and read about the 100-year-old
bell’s story and behold the restoration of the bell back to its
1918 appearance. Citizens are also invited to ring the bell
when visiting the museum!
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
At left, Aubrey Wiese,
11, a fifth-grader
at Venice Elementary
School, is congratulated by City Manager Ed
Lavallee at the Jan. 22
City Council meeting
for winning the City of
Venice 2018 Holiday
Card Contest. Aubrey,
pictured with her parents, Amanda and Nick Hrovat, was presented a plaque showcasing her winning design. Aubrey’s card, above, was sent to over 400 City employees and
business associates for the holidays.

Venice Fire Department Administrative Assistant Tammy Short thanks

her family, as well as members of her
Fire and church families, after receiving her 25-year Service Award at the
Jan. 22 Council meeting, presented to
her by Mayor Holic and Fire Chief
Shawn Carvey.
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Surrounded by fellow employees
from the City Public Works Department (above), Maintenance

Crew Leader Dan Tucci receives
his 25-year Service Award and
pin from Mayor John Holic during
the Jan. 8 City Council meeting.
Public Works Director James
Clinch attached the pin to Dan's
hat, at right.

Finance Department Procurement Manager Peter Boers receives
his 5-year Service Award from Mayor John Holic during the Jan.
22 City Council meeting.
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First responders in the spotlight for Public Safety Day
The City of Venice will present its second annual
Public Safety Day event from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday,
March 2 at the Venice Community Center, inside and
outside at 326 Nokomis Ave. S.
Fun for the whole family, the free event will include:
* Fire, Police, Forestry and other first responder vehicles that children can sit in and learn about
* Demonstrations every half-hour, including a scheduled extrication, ladder truck, helicopter and Police K-9
* Photo ID cards for kids
* Hands-on activities
* Free hot dogs, popcorn, cotton candy and balloons
* 2 bounce houses
* Giveaways
Bring your kids and grandkids!
For more information, call City Public Information
Officer Lorraine Anderson at 941-882-7401.
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SPECIES SPOTLIGHT

Live Oak
Here in Venice, Live Oaks are the granddaddy of all trees. Growing to heights of 40 to 60
feet or more with crown spreads of 60 to 100 feet, it has one of the broadest crown spreads
of all the Oaks.

It is probably the best known and most planted of our native
trees, and for good reason: It can live for centuries in a favorable
environment. It tolerates a wide range of soil types and salt spray,
and is very drought-resistant once established. In the urban landscape with enough space they can reach ages of 100 to 150 years or
more. Live Oaks are also extremely durable and pest-resistant. The
wood is very strong so they stand up to hurricanes quite well and
JIM YELVERTON
CITY ARBORIST

will usually come through with only a few broken branches. It makes

an excellent parking lot tree as long as it is given the space it needs
to grow to a mature size. The wide crown spread provides welcome

shade over a hot parking lot. The dense and leafy crown gathers and slows rainfall from
hitting the ground, reducing erosion and relieving some of the stress on storm water facilities allowing more water to soak into the soil.
The root zone is what we as arborists are most interested in. Space for roots is the critical
component when it comes to incorporating these giants into the urban landscape. If they do
not have room to spread their roots, they will not thrive. While the roots can grow and do quite well under pavement, adequate open soil space is critical.
Open soil space is where no hard surfaces such as sidewalks or pavement are over the roots. If trees are planted too close to sidewalks or curbs, they will cause
damage. We must make good decisions and give them the space they need when we plant Live Oaks.
The West Venice Avenue Live Oaks that frame the drive to Venice Beach are showing their age but are good examples of what these trees can do if planted
properly. Planted in the 1920s, they are approaching 100 years of service. When they were planted, they were given the space they needed to reach such a
large size and age and still thrive. While their crowns are starting to thin a bit, they are still healthy and look good for mature trees. The plants and wildlife that
Continued on page 22
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call these giants home is amazing. The next time you have a chance to walk down Venice Avenue, look up at all the ferns and mosses growing on those massive branches. You could see a songbird or squirrel or maybe even a hawk or owl looking back at you.
Live Oaks are usually pest-free but there are a few that can cause occasional problems. There are numerous insects and mites that feed on the leaves and
sap. Most of these only cause cosmetic damage and usually not too serious for the tree. Chewed or discolored leaves, unusual growths on the twigs or
branches, or unusual growths on the bark are a few of the things you may see. Wood decay fungus can be a more serious problem. There are several different types. If you see mushrooms near or on the trunk or roots, you should have someone qualified to identify tree diseases take a look to be sure the tree is
safe. An ISA-certified arborist trained in tree risk assessment would be a good choice to evaluate the disease and safety of a tree. These fungal diseases can
take many years to progress, so removal may not be needed right away unless the root system or the trunk is already compromised. There is not much that
can be done about these fungal diseases but if you know it is there, at least you know to keep an eye on your tree for signs of distress.
A non-pest problem we often see is line trimmer damage on young trees. When the bark on lower trunk gets damaged, the open wound gives pests an entry point. Keep turf well away so the temptation is not there to get too close with the trimmer. Another common problem is planting a tree too deep. When
planting a Live Oak or any tree, make sure that the area at the base of the trunk where the roots emerge is slightly above grade and visible. The best practice
is to be sure the top of the root ball is slightly above grade and not
covered with soil. Newly planted trees will perform much better if
the top of the root ball is only covered with a 2-3-inch layer of
mulch.
Our big Live Oaks throughout the City are wonderful trees, valuable assets and part of our community’s character. They deserve
our respect so we should strive to protect these gentle giants
whenever we can. We also have to understand that they do not
live forever and sometimes for safety’s sake they may need to be
removed. As sad as that is, it does give us a chance to plant a new
tree. We need healthy trees of all ages to maintain a sustainable,
healthy urban forest. Remember that young trees planted well
today will be the big trees of the future. So if you have the room,
go out and plant a Live Oak. It will reward you with nice cool shade
or maybe even the serenade of a mockingbird.
You can contact City Arborist Jim Yelverton at
Live oaks along West Venice Avenue, across from Heritage Park.
jyelverton@venicegov.com or 941-882-7433.
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Sign up for CodeRED phone notifications
Hurricane season runs June 1 through Nov. 30 — have you signed up for CodeRED yet?
The City of Venice uses CodeRED to send emergency notifications by phone, email, text and
social media to keep citizens informed of emergencies such as evacuation notices, utility outages, water main breaks, fire or floods, chemical spills, or other emergency situations. Many residents found the free service extremely useful before, during and
after Hurricane Irma in September 2017, when multiple CodeREDs were sent out.
The city also uses CodeRED Weather Warning, a unique service that automatically notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after a warning has been issued by the National Weather Service. The CodeRED Weather Warning is also available to city residents at no cost.
The city may also activate CodeRED to send general notifications to registered subscribers to communicate non-life safety matters, such as planned road
closures, water main repairs, and water and power service interruptions. By selecting the box for general alerts, you will also receive these types of notifications. Registering for CodeRED is quick and easy: Sign up online at www.venicegov.com. At the top of the homepage, click on “CodeRed” (above the Search
bar). Click on the link to sign up and select the second option, “NO, I would like to review and submit my information,” and fill in the fields. Then add the following numbers to your caller ID or contacts: 866-419-5000, Emergency Calls; 855-969-4636, General Calls; and 800-566-9780, Weather Warnings.
Things to know about CodeRED
CodeRED delivers notifications by phone calls to landlines and cell phones, emails, texts, social media, and/or mobile alerts. It is compatible with TDD/TTY
devices for those with hearing impairments. Individuals and businesses may add as many phone numbers, emails and text numbers as desired.
Residents and visitors alike can receive enhanced public safety alerts no matter where you are located via the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, a free public safety
app for both Android and iPhone users. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app delivers community and emergency alerts to individuals targeted within an impacted
geographical area so that you may also receive timely notifications when you’re on the road, or away from home.
If you are currently a CodeRED subscriber who has already registered your cellphone to receive notifications from the City of Venice, you will continue to
receive calls. However, if you download the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, you will also receive alerts via your smartphone anywhere in the country, including
Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Alaska. To download the free CodeRED Mobile Alert app, visit the Google Play or iTunes store.
For more information about the CodeRED service, or to sign up by phone, call 941-882-7401.
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Tips for residents to fertilize less, enjoy Florida more
Summer: June 1 – Sept. 30

Winter: Oct. 1 – May 31

No to N: Fertilizers containing nitrogen and phos-

Watch the Weather: Don’t fertilize before a

phorous are prohibited in the summer.

storm. It won’t help your plants … it’ll go down

Pump Iron: Use products containing iron and micronutrients to stay green in the summer.
Keep Clippings: Only rain down the drain, keep
those grass clippings on the lawn.
Create Compost: Use your clippings and veggie
waste to give your garden a boost.
Floridify your yard: Florida plants require little care,
fertilizer and water. They were made for paradise!
Mow high for less stress: Mowing short stresses
grass and makes it vulnerable to disease, pests and
drought.

the drain.
Grow with Slow: Use at least 50% slow release
Nitrogen. It releases nutrients when the plants
need it so you don’t waste it.
Keep the Water Blue: Keep fertilizer 10 feet away
from lakes, ponds and rivers.
Skip the P: Phosphorous is already naturally
found in our soil, no need to add more.
Keep on the Grass: Spread the fertilizer on the
grass with a deflector shield or edge guard. You
don’t want to help the weeds grow on the sidewalk, do you?

For more information visit: www.venicegov.com
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Water Main Replacement Program, Phase 5 project update
Project update: All of the new water main has been installed to replace old mains located in rear property easements, approximately 9,610 linear feet
(LF). The following is work scheduled in February for the City of Venice Utilities Water Main Replacement Program, Phase 5:
Testing, flushing, and clearance of new water mains and connections to existing distribution system. Clearance to place new water mains in use and connections to existing distribution system. Nokomis Ave S. between Indian Ave. and Sovrano Rd., Guild Dr. between Golf Dr. and Fairway Blvd., S. Tamiami Trail
between Golf Dr. and San Marco Dr. , Fairway Blvd. between S. Tamiami Trail and Golf Dr.
Relocate service lines and meters on private property, install applicable backflow protection, and connect: North portion of Pensacola Rd. between Nassau
St. S. and Nokomis Ave. S.; Pensacola Rd. and Salerno St. between Harbor Dr. S. and Nassau St. S., Venezia Pkwy., Sorrento St., Serata St. between Sovrano Rd.
and San Marco Dr., Nokomis Ave. S. between Indian Ave. and Sovrano Rd.
Boil water notices: Some water shutdowns will be necessary to perform the work. As a precautionary measure, boil water advisories are required wh en an
interruption in service causes customers to have low or no water pressure. Advisories are provided via a door
hanger to affected properties. Notices are posted on the City’s website, www.venicegov.com, and entered into the
CodeRed emergency notification system; more information on the CodeRed system can be found on page 23 of
this newsletter.
History: The City has many areas where the water mains are aged, very tuberculated, undersized, and located
in rear easements of commercial and residential properties. Installing new replacement water mains and relocating associated service lines and meters to the front or side rights-of-way allow City staff proper operation and
maintenance of the distribution system.
Funding: A substantial portion of this phase is jointly funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) through the EPA Drinking Water State Revolving
Fund Loan Program that is administered by the FDEP. The EPA’s loan programs operate around the country to provide states and communities the resources to maintain and improve the infrastructure that protects our valuable New water main and valve
water resources nationwide. Phase 5 includes approximately 9,610 LF of new water main, 160 water services and meters to be relocated, 36 valves, and 7 fire
hydrants. The new water mains improve overall integrity to the existing system, fire protection in many areas, customer water pressure and water quality. The
project limits are roughly bounded by Turin St. W. to San Marco Dr. between Harbor Dr. S. and Nokomis Ave. S., and Golf and Guild Drives east of S. Tamiami
Trail on the island of Venice. For information specific to your property, contact Cynthia Fitzpatrick, Utilities Project Coordinator, at 941-882-7290.
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Team KVB partners with City, County to remove invasives
Team Keep Venice Beautiful (KVB) partnered with both the City of Venice and
Sarasota County staff to perform a major invasive species removal project Jan. 17
at the Venice Pier parking area of Brohard Park. This project was a public-private
partnership, with both the City and County devoting staff to assist the KVB team
with cutting and removal of Brazilian pepper trees. KVB provided an impressive 27
volunteers to assist with this removal work and in only 4 hours, produced around
10 full truckloads of debris for removal. By removing these Brazilian peppers, it will
allow the native Florida vegetation to thrive and will return this area to its natural
state. The City would like to thank KVB and Sarasota County for their assistance
with this successful project. Photos: James Clinch, Team KVB
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KEEPING VENICE BEAUTIFUL
On Jan. 10, 29 members (a record!) of Team Keep Venice Beautiful collected 8 truckloads of
cuttings along the east side of the Venetian Waterway Trail. Team KVB was also recently cited by
Sarasota County for its volunteer work. “We are extremely grateful for your organization and
would like to express our sincere appreciation for supporting our mission in providing a premier
parks system that enriches our community through participation, learning and stewardship,”
wrote Nicole Rissler, Director of County Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources. The City of
Venice is appreciative of these hard-working volunteers’ efforts! Photos: Team KVB
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Page 28

Venice City E-News

February 2019

Plans move forward for 2019 Book Fair & Writers Fest
There is plenty of excitement about the new venue for the March Book Fair. West Blalock Park, across the street from the new Venice Library, Community
Center and Art Center is spacious and attractive with its palm tree arboretum.
The Venice Book Fair, set for March 16 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., will be much as it has been in past years at Centennial Park. The 10 x 10-foot tents, including an 8foot table and two folding chairs, will be in place when authors arrive. All authors need to bring are their books and promotional materials.
To learn more about how to participate in the book fair, visit www.venicebookfair.com, download the vendor registration form and follow instructions.
The new William H. Jervey Jr. Venice Library will be the setting for the 2019 Venice Writers Festival. Presenting authors will sell and sign books immediately
after their presentations. The Friday, March 15 schedule is as follows:
2-3 p.m.: “Today’s Youth Market” is the theme of the first panel of children’s authors who will offer a glimpse of the children’s literature market, including
middle grade and young adult publishing. They will look at the work of writers and illustrators. Panelists include Alexandria Lafaye, associate professor of English at Greenville College and mother of 5 with more than a dozen children’s books published; Joan Hiatt Harlow, another children’s author who draws on her
family to weave entertaining tales for young people; and, tentatively, Hillary Homzie, lecturer, playwright and author from Charlottesville, Virginia. Writers Festival committee member Sheila Renfro will moderate the panel.
3-3:30 p.m.: The panel authors will sell and sign books.
3:30-4:30 p.m.: “From Inspiration to Publication” is the focus of the next panel of authors who will share insights into all aspects of both non-traditional and
traditional book publishing, including finding and maximizing representation in the form of a literary agent, the editing process, publicizing and marketing your
book, and selling. Participants are authors Kim Cool, Susan Klaus, Lisa Daily, Amanda Leuck and a representative from Peppertree Publishing. Committee members Beth Donofrio and Nancy Pike will moderate.
4:40-5 p.m.: Panel authors will sell and sign books.
5 p.m.: Action thriller novelist David Hagberg will present a master lesson, “Building Believable Characters, and how to keep the
plot going!” A human being is a complex piece of work. Creating one
— or actually many for a novel, is the key to whether a story works
or just falls flat on its creative face. That's the bad news. The good
news is that with a few little tricks, coming up with complex, manyfaceted characters is relatively easy and fun. In addition, keeping
the plot moving along is even easier — you merely have to let your
characters take over the story and drive it!
6:30-7 p.m.: Wine and cheese reception to visit with the authors.
Everyone is invited to attend any or all of these presentations and
the reception. A $20 donation is requested.
For more information and reservations, email
venicewritersfestival@gmail.com.
— Provided by Pam Johnson
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Report city issues with just a few clicks
The City of Venice uses SeeClickFix platform, Venice Connect, which allows
citizens to quickly report various issues to city officials like potholes, roadside
junk, code violations, and traffic signal/
sign problems’ to name a few.
SeeClickFix will assign your issue to the
appropriate department. Registered
SeeClickFix users will receive an email when there is an update and can also
come back to check the status of a submitted ticket at any time. It’s as easy as
that! With the free SeeClickFix mobile app and web tools, citizens are able to
provide city staff with a picture of the area and enter specific descriptions
about the issue which is valuable in getting the job done efficiently. In addition, the SeeClickFix platform provides city officials with a centralized issue
management system to monitor progress of submitted issues from creation to
resolution and also allows us to engage citizens throughout the process.
The City has been using SeeClickFix since 2016 and has processed over nearly 1,500 issues. During the past few years, your issues submitted on
SeeClickFix have helped the city handle exposed wires that needed immediate
attention, roadside junk needing to be picked up, code violations, awareness
of speeders in residential areas’ and having street lights fixed and/or replaced. You are our eyes and ears and we value your assistance with maintaining the safety and beauty of Venice.
Did you know?
When a ticket is submitted to SeeClickFix, it captures the location you are
in at the time of submission. As a result, please make sure that you are
providing the specific location of the issue being reported by either submitting
the issue at that exact location OR by entering the location address in the description of issue.
You can attach a photo when submitting your issue. Photos are incredibly
helpful to us here at the city. It allows us to quickly identify the problem area
being reported and ensure that work crews are safely being sent to the right
location.
The City works closely with the Sarasota County Contact Center, Florida
Power & Light (FPL) and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT).

Many times the city receives issues that fall under the jurisdiction of one of
these agencies. We can forward the issue submitted to us directly to Sarasota
County using the SeeClickFix app OR we personally reach out to FDOT and/or
FPL with matters that fall under their jurisdiction. Having effective communication with these agencies is key in making sure we continue to maintain the
safety of our citizens and guests here in the City of Venice. In addition, we
continue to monitor and do follow ups with our counterparts to ensure these
issues are handled in a timely manner.
Important side note information
We do our best here at the city to ensure we handle all tickets promptly;
however, there are times that we may need sufficient time to complete certain requests. In addition, we do receive tickets that are “recommendations”
rather than something that needs to be fixed. Although we do value your recommendations, we are unable to keep the ticket open but have noted them
and have forwarded them to the appropriate department for their review.
City Hall is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, and we can be
reached at 941-486-2626.
If you have questions or need further assistance with the SeeClickFix website, please contact Shirley Gibson at 941-882-7439 or by email at
sgibson@venicegov.com
Law enforcement issues are considered an emergency nature and need to
be reported directly to the Venice Police Department by calling 911. The nonemergency number is 941-486-2444. After-hours Utilities emergencies can be
reported at 941-486-2770. Animal concerns such as raccoons or coyotes
should NOT be entered into SeeClickFix. For more information on these issues, call the Wildlife Center of Venice at 941-484-9657 or Sarasota County
Sheriff’s Animal Services at 941-861-9500.
Sign me up!
SeeClickFix is available as an app for Android or iPhone. Select SeeClickFix
from your app store on your device. There is also a link to the program at the
top of the homepage on the city’s website, www.venicegov.com (above the
search bar), or go directly to SeeClickFix at http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice
— Provided by Shirley Gibson
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ENERGY-EFFICIENT VENICE
Energy-efficient technology is
present all around Venice. Free
car-charging stations for electric
vehicles are available in Centennial Park (at right), the new William H. Jervey Jr. Public Library
(far right); and Sharky’s on the
Pier (below), which also boasts
an impressive solar array in its
parking lot that assists in powering the building. The Friends of
the Venice Library are continuing
to raise funds to put a solar panel
installation on the library roof
through their “Light Up Our Library, a Green Campaign.”
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AAUW Island Gems Home Tour set for Feb. 8
Five distinctive family homes, all located on the island of Venice, will be open on
Friday, Feb. 8, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for participants in the annual Home Tour sponsored by the Venice branch of the American Association of University Women
(AAUW). Proceeds will help fund scholarships for area women to help them continue their education.
This year’s collection of homes includes a historic residence, originally built in
1927 by a vice president of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, when this
labor union invested in its vision of the city as a planned community. The current
owners are pleased to be stewards of this property, which is listed on the National
Register of Historic Buildings, while maintaining it as a family home for their two
young daughters. It is located at 613 W. Venice Ave.
A newly built home, which sits on the shore of Roberts Bay, is a one-story that’s
been elevated to meet current building codes for coastal structures. It has an easy,
open layout made distinctive with architectural molding and planked ceilings that
give it a traditional stamp. It is at 937 Inlet Circle.
Another recently constructed home in an established neighborhood honors several generations of family with a collection of ceramic roosters collected by the wife’s
father and a theme of butterflies in furniture, tilework, and accessories inspired by
her daughter. It’s at 236 Park Blvd. N.
The exterior of another home is classic Italianate Mediterranean in keeping with
the prevailing style of Venice. Inside, the snowbird owners have adopted many
“smart home” features that allow them to control hurricane shutters, lighting and
other elements from their phones. Downstairs, they demonstrate a taste for contemporary furnishings while upstairs they retained items from the wife’s mother
whose earlier home here was replaced by this one. It’s at 637 Valencia Road.
A fabric artist and her husband live in a house that is sheltered with walls that
wrap around the pool and give privacy from the street. The main house includes her
studio and her quilting is hung gallery style and changed seasonally. A cabana has been transformed into a standalone home office with a window wall overlooking the pool. It’s at 600 Menendez St.
Ticket price is $25 at any of the homes on the day of the tour. Purchases made ahead of tour day are $20, a savings of $5 per ticket. Suzi Barbee, chair of the
Tour Committee, says that “Early purchases will expedite traffic flow that day and will also create an incentive for purchasers to visit our community partners
who are supporting us in this fundraising endeavor.” Advance tickets for the tour, now in its 19th year, are available from AAUW members and from several area merchants: Cole’s Postal Center, 2357-3 S. Tamiami Trail; Collectors Gallery & Framery, 114 S. Nokomis Ave.; Down Island Way Boutique, 225 W. Miami
Ave.; and Venice Olive Oil Co., 101 W. Venice Ave., Suite 5. Tickets are also on sale at Venice Art Center, 390 Nokomis Ave. S.
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New VMA exhibit highlights West Venice Avenue
The Venice Museum & Archives new Hallway Exhibit, “West Venice Avenue: A
Walk Down Venice’s Historic Main Street,” features 13 photos of downtown
Venice’s West Venice Avenue, from the initial building of the roadway to the
present ongoing improvements with the 2018-2019 Downtown Beautification
Project. The VMA is located at 351 Nassau St. S. For more information, call 941486-2487.
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Why you should wear a bicycle helmet
Florida law requires bicycle riders under the age of 16 to wear a helmet. But I strongly
recommend everyone wear a helmet when riding a bike. According to the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission: “About 900 people, including more than 200 children, are
killed annually in bicycle-related incidents, and about 60 percent
of these deaths involve a head injury.”
Bicycle helmets are designed like candy, hard on the outside
and squishy on the inside, which helps them absorb impacts and
save your life. The hard outer shell is usually made of composite
materials like fiberglass, lightweight carbon or hard plastic, and
is designed to spread the force of impact over a broader area so
your skull is less likely to fracture. The soft inner liner is about
DARLENE CULPEPPER

20cm thick and made of two layers of foam — a soft, bouncy
layer and stiff layer. These are designed to squeeze inward and

absorb the impact energy, so less is transmitted to your head.
When purchasing a new helmet, be sure that the helmet has been tested and meets the
uniform safety standard issued by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC),
or if it has a seal from one or more of the voluntary bicycle helmet standards, such as
ASTM, Snell or ANSI. The certification seal should be labeled on the helmet.
The fit of the helmet is also very important. It needs to fit snugly and flat on the top of
your head. The helmet should sit level on your head and low on your forehead, one or
two finger widths above your eyebrow. The straps should be adjusted to a “V” shape under and slightly in front of the ears, lock if there is a slider. The buckle
should center under your chin and once fastened, tighten it so no more than one or two fingers fit under the strap. Once everything is secured, open your
mouth wide. The helmet should pull down on the head. If it doesn’t, the chin strap needs to be tightened.
When should you replace a helmet?
A helmet should be replaced if it has been involved in a crash or damaged. If you crack or compress the foam, it’s not going to work properly the next
Continued on page 34
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Helmet, from page 33

time. Therefore, you should never buy secondhand helmets in thrift stores or get them from friends; you don’t know what they’ve been through and whether
they will be able to provide the protection you need.
You may not be aware, but your helmet has a shelf life. Most manufacturers will recommend that you replace your helmet after 3 to 5 years. The materials
used in helmet production can affect liner materials. Hair oils, body fluids and cosmetics, as well as normal wear and tear, all contribute to helmet degradation. Look inside your helmet to see when it is time to replace — it should have a label with the production year.
Something new you might be seeing in helmet safety is a product called MIPS. This stands for Multi-directional Impact Protection System. This brain protection system is a helmet-integrated low-friction layer designed to reduce rotational motion transferred to the brain from angled impacts to the head. This layer
creates a way for the rotational force to be absorbed and redirected rather than transmitted
to the brain during an impact. MIPS helmets
tend to cost around $20 more than non-MIPS
helmets. These helmets are one step forward in
protecting yourself against concussion and brain
injury.
So although it is not a requirement unless you
are under 16, it is your choice and choosing to
wear a helmet could reduce your risk of serious
head injury and possibly save your life.
Darlene Culpepper is the Bicycle Pedestrian
Coordinator for the City of Venice. She leads a 6mile bicycle ride around the Island of Venice at

10 a.m. the second Wednesday of every month.
The next ride, open to the public, will be Feb. 13.
Just bring your bike and a helmet to City Hall!
You can email Darlene for more information at
dculpepper@venicegov.com.
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AROUND TOWN

Venice High School celebrated Law Enforcement Appreciation Day Jan. 9 with VPD
City Council and staff participated in Strategic
Planning sessions at Village on the Isle Jan. 9
and Jan. 16.

At right, City Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator
Darlene Culpepper prepares to lead participants in the City’s monthly 6-mile bike ride
around Venice island on Jan.9. The next ride is
set for 10 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 13 — just
bring your bicycle and a helmet to City Hall!

School Resource Officers Rodrigo Morales and Ruth Terry.
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AROUND TOWN
City Manager Ed Lavallee and City Engineer Kathleen Weeden present a shadowbox with old ammunition found in Venice to Trisston Brown and Brandon
Burch with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on Jan. 15. The inscription reads:
“Venice Municipal Airport was a training site for American pilots during World
War II (1942-1945). Fighter pilot training included weapons testing and live fire
shooting drills over the Gulf of Mexico. Displayed is 50-caliber ammunition. Shell
casings are brass; projectiles are copper. Unaltered are a casing and projectile
excavated in 2016 after 70 years of erosion in the sands of the Gulf, and a 50caliber round restored to replicate its original condition.”

Mayor John Holic
speaks at the Jan. 29
ribbon-cutting for the
new connector building
at PGT Innovations. The
28,000-square-foot
structure joins two existing buildings at the
plant, which manufac-

tures impact-resistant
windows and doors.
Photo: Nick Flerlage

Thank you to residents Edward and Joanna Crouse for donating the “gift of life”
aboard the Oneblood bus during a Jan. 30 blood drive outside City Hall.

Page 37

Venice City E-News

Venice Theatre
140 Tampa Ave. W.
941-488-1115
www.venicestage.com
“Assisted Living: The Musical”
Feb. 1-March 10

“The Sounds of Harry James & the Andrews Sisters”
Feb. 4
“42nd Street”
Feb. 22-March 24
“Back Home Again: John Denver Tribute”
Feb. 24-25
“Let’s Hang On: Frankie Valli Tribute”
March 10-11

“Buddy Returns”
March 17-18
“Disenchanted”
March 22-April 14
“Silver Foxes Show”
March 25-30

Venice Art Center
390 Nokomis Ave. S.
941-485-7136
www.veniceartcenter.com
“Annual Art Auction”
Jan. 30-Feb. 9
“Fine Arts Show and Sale”
Feb. 16-17
“Spring Members Show”
March 1-29

February 2019

Venice Performing Arts Center
1 Indian Ave.
941-480-3191
www.veniceperformingartscenter.com
“Terry Myers Orchestra: Benny Goodman Tribute”
Feb. 3

“The New Christy Minstrels”
Feb. 8
“Good Vibration: Beach Boys Tribute”
Feb. 9
“Shades of Love — Venice Chorale”
Feb. 10

“Still Life/Still Life Collaboration”
April 5-May 3

“Playing the Posters: A Jazz Trio”
Feb. 12

“Tribute to Love — Venice Concert Band”
Feb. 18
“Vienna Boys Choir”
Feb. 20
“European Masters — Venice Symphony”
Feb. 22-23

Page 38

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Venice City E-News

February 2019

Page 39

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Venice City E-News

February 2019

Page 40

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Venice City E-News

February 2019

Page 41

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Venice City E-News

February 2019

Page 42

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Venice City E-News

February 2019

Page 43

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Venice City E-News

February 2019

Page 44

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Venice City E-News

February 2019

Page 45

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Next ride is Feb. 13!
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WATERING RULES
City of Venice residents are permitted to irrigate lawns
one day per week:
Even addresses on Tuesdays
Odd addresses on Thursdays
Before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. for properties under 2
acres. For properties 2 acres or greater, watering is allowed
before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.
Hand watering hot spots and micro-irrigation of other
plants is allowed on any day, at any time.
New and replaced lawns get a 60-day exemption. Irrigation can occur any time of day on the day of installation,
and during the restricted hours on any day thereafter for up
to 60 days.
There are no restrictions on car washing, pressure washing, use of fountains or use of reuse or reclaimed water. A
shut-off nozzle on hoses should be used for car washing and
hand watering of garden plants. Conservation is encouraged.

Watch city meetings
To access meeting agendas, visit www.venicegov.com.
In the middle of the homepage at left, click on the Meetings button,

Have you picked up your
2019 City of Venice Calendar yet? There are still copies available for free at the
Venice City Hall infor-

find the meeting you want to view, look to the right of it and click on

mation desk. You can also

Agenda, click open and view. To watch City meetings, instead of clicking

get a copy at the Venice

on Agenda, click on Video or “In progress” to stream live.

Area Chamber of Com-

They are also rebroadcast the week after the meeting on Access 19
(Comcast Channel 19; Frontier Channel 32).

merce and the Centennial
Park kiosk. One calendar
per person please!

