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Council: Reduce fertilizer use year-round
On Sept. 11, Venice City Council passed a resolution

encouraging the non-use of fertilizers year-round — a
direct response to citizens’ concerns about the nutrients feeding red tide.
“The current red tide bloom and other algae and
water related problems have heightened community

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Rich Cautero

concerns about water quality, “the resolution states.
“There is a need to develop a stronger knowledge of
the connection between activities in yards, streets,

Mitzie Fiedler

and stormwater systems and natural water bodies

Fred Fraize

among all those who live, work and recreate in the

Jeanette Gates
Chuck Newsom

City.”
The resolution goes on to state: “Whereas, leaching
and runoff of nutrients from improper or excess fertilization practices can contribute to nitrogen and phosphorus pollution of the area’s water resources … the City finds that a voluntary expansion of the prohibition on the application of fer-

www.venicegov.com

tilizers to year-round would improve water quality.”
The Sarasota County Fertilizer and Landscape Management Code currently prohibits the application of fertilizers con-

taining nitrogen and/or phosphorus to turf and/or landscape plants from June 1 through Sept. 30 in the City. Florida law

CHARTER OFFICERS
City Manager Ed Lavallee

partially preempts local governments from regulating the use of fertilizers.
Through the resolution, City Council encourages all persons, businesses, associations, clubs, and/or organizations discontinue, year-round, the application of any fertilizer, including pesticide/fertilizer mixtures, containing nitrogen and/or

City Clerk Lori Stelzer
City Attorney Kelly Fernandez

To be placed on the newsletter distribution list, email city Public Information
Officer Lorraine Anderson at landerson@venicegov.com or call 941-882-7401.
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Fertilizer, from page 1

phosphorus to turf, sod, lawns, trees, shrubs, groundcover, or any other landscape plant.
The resolution also directs staff to develop an educational program for the residents, businesses, associations, clubs, and organizations of the City regarding the
effects of fertilizer on water quality, methods to reduce
fertilizer usage and the proper application and usage of
fertilizer.
Current efforts so far regarding fertilizer education
include:
* Fertilizer best practices fact sheets sent out in all
City of Venice utility bills.
* Brochures available at City Hall.

* Information on fertilizer best practices in the September City digital newsletter, which will continue to
run.
* Pull-downs on fertilizer and Florida Friendly landscaping information on the City website homepage
(venicegov.com) under “I Want To” and “Residents.”
* Box graphics of information posted on the City’s
Facebook and Twitter continuously.

* A presentation on Florida-Friendly Landscaping Basics set for 6 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 17 in Council Chambers at City Hall, put on by the University of Florida/IFAS
Extension and Sustainability Sarasota County. This
workshop is free and open to the public.

A screenshot from the City’s webpage on “How to Floridify your lawn.” This, along with information on fertilizer use, can be found under “I Want To” and “Residents” on the site’s homepage.
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Tips for residents to fertilize less, enjoy Florida more
Summer: June 1 – Sept. 30

Winter: Oct. 1 – May 31

No to N: Fertilizers containing nitrogen and phos-

Watch the Weather: Don’t fertilize before a

phorous are prohibited in the summer.

storm. It won’t help your plants … it’ll go down

Pump Iron: Use products containing iron and micronutrients to stay green in the summer.
Keep Clippings: Only rain down the drain, keep
those grass clippings on the lawn.
Create Compost: Use your clippings and veggie
waste to give your garden a boost.
Floridify your yard: Florida plants require little care,
fertilizer and water. They were made for paradise!
Mow high for less stress: Mowing short stresses
grass and makes it vulnerable to disease, pests and
drought.

the drain.
Grow with Slow: Use at least 50% slow release
Nitrogen. It releases nutrients when the plants
need it so you don’t waste it.
Keep the Water Blue: Keep fertilizer 10 feet away
from lakes, ponds and rivers.
Skip the P: Phosphorous is already naturally
found in our soil, no need to add more.
Keep on the Grass: Spread the fertilizer on the
grass with a deflector shield or edge guard. You
don’t want to help the weeds grow on the sidewalk, do you?

For more information visit: www.venicegov.com
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Understanding stormwater and the environment

Continued on page 7
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Understanding stormwater and the environment (con’t)

Recipe for homemade weed killer
1/4 cup of Dawn dishwashing liquid
1 cup of Epsom salts

1 gallon of white distilled vinegar
Mix together, then pour into a pump sprayer
for application. For best results, apply during
the sunniest time of the day and not within 2
hours of rainfall.
Note: Old-fashioned weed pulling is still the most
environmentally friendly method!
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Red tide FAQs from Mote Marine
What is Florida red tide?
A red tide, or harmful algal bloom, is a higher-than-normal concentration of a microscopic alga (plant-like organism). In marine (saltwater) environments
along Florida’s west coast and elsewhere in the Gulf of Mexico, the species that causes red tides is Karenia brevis, often abbreviated as K. brevis. To distinguish K. brevis blooms from red tides caused by other species of algae, researchers in Florida call it “Florida red tide.”
What causes a Florida red tide?
The Florida red tide alga, K. brevis, needs the following components to form a bloom. The first is biology — the organism must be present in the water and it
must out-compete other phytoplankton. The second is the correct chemistry — this includes the appropriate temperature, salinity, and nutrients that it needs
to grow and multiply. The third component is the right physical conditions to concentrate and transport K. brevis. The fourth component is ecology – the presence or absence of other life forms, such as other marine algae that may encourage or inhibit K. brevis blooms.
Has coastal (nutrient) pollution caused the Florida red tide?
There is no demonstrated direct link between nutrient pollution and K. brevis red tide formation or frequency (how often they occur). Florida red tides develop 10-40 miles offshore, away from human-contributed nutrient sources. Red tides occurred in Florida long before human settlement, and severe red tides
were observed in the mid-1900s before the state’s coastlines were heavily developed. However, once red tides are transported to shore, they are capable of
using human-contributed nutrients for their growth.

Can coastal nutrient pollution worsen an existing Florida red tide that has moved to shore?
Yes, the scientific data available so far suggests that it is possible for nutrients flowing from land to sea — including natural and human-contributed nutrients
carried by storm water runoff and the input of rivers — to serve as additional “food” for growth of Karenia brevis red tide blooms that have moved to shore.
However, the process is very complex. K. brevis can use at least 12 sources of nitrogen and phosphorous nutrients, and some of those sources include humancontributed nutrients. Mote scientists partnered in major research efforts to gather that knowledge. Read a 2014 summary: https://mote.org/news/article/
nutrients-that-feed-red-tide-under-the-microscope-in-major-study. In short, we know human-contributed nutrients can affect a coastal red tide, and we must
expand our data and monitoring efforts to confirm whether and/or how they did in each specific case.
Do freshwater outflows from Lake Okeechobee affect Florida red tide blooms that have moved to the Charlotte Harbor area?
To investigate this question, we must consider several variables with each bloom. Here are some key variables:
Nutrients, both natural and human-contributed, can be carried in these freshwater outflows, and have the potential to serve as additional “food” sources for
K. brevis (see the previous question).
Salinity also matters. Riverine flows into the estuary have low salinity (less salt than the ocean), which is not conducive to K. brevis red tide growth.
Other algae species besides K. brevis live in the lake, river or Charlotte Harbor estuary, where rivers meet the sea. When nutrient rich-water flows down the
river and into the estuary, the nutrients are available to freshwater species including blue-green algae (cyanobacteria) and estuary-dwelling algae species that

Continued on page 9
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Red tide FAQs from Mote Marine (con’t)
can each form blooms. The potential linkages between nuisance algal blooms in the estuary, any freshwater algae carried in riverine flows to Charlotte Harbor,
and saltwater K. brevis red tide (all collectively referred to as harmful algal blooms, or HABs) is an important topic that needs further research.
Don’t blue-green algae (a group of species called cyanobacteria) affect Florida red tide (Karenia brevis)?
First, please note that some species of blue-green algae live in the ocean and other species live in freshwater, and each species has its own specific properties. As of summer 2018, Mote isn’t aware of any data showing a direct relationship between the freshwater blue-green algae species in systems along Florida’s Gulf Coast and the ocean-dwelling Florida red tide caused by Karenia brevis. Freshwater blue-green algae are not suited to thrive in K. brevis’ ocean environment. However, as scientists Mote can’t rule out the possibility for one to influence the other indirectly (for instance, what are the fates of nutrients and
any toxins in blue-green algae that reach saltwater and die?) and the subject is worth continued investigation. On the other hand, ocean-dwelling, blue-green
algae species in the groups Trichodesmium and Synechococcus have been studied for their potential roles in Karenia brevis (Florida red tide) ecology. Trichodesmium forms extensive blooms offshore and “fixes” nitrogen into a more useable form. It is hypothesized that, as these bloom die and decay, they can provide nutrients to a developing K. brevis bloom. Ocean-dwelling species of Synechococcus can be a food source for some microscopic algae, and lab studies by
others have suggested they have the potential to nourish K. brevis. Future research should investigate whether and how much this happens in the ocean.
Why are red tides harmful?
Many red tides produce toxic chemicals that can affect both marine organisms and humans. The Florida red tide organism, K. brevis, produces brevetoxins
that can affect the central nervous system of fish and other vertebrates, causing these animals to die. Wave action can break open K. brevis cells and release
these toxins into the air, leading to respiratory irritation. For people with severe or chronic respiratory conditions, such as emphysema or asthma, red tide can
cause serious illness. The red tide toxins can also accumulate in molluscan filter-feeders such as oysters and clams, which can lead to neurotoxic shellfish poisoning in people who consume contaminated shellfish.
Are red tides new to Florida?
No. Red tides were documented in the southern Gulf of Mexico as far back as the 1700s and along Florida's Gulf coast in the 1840s. Fish kills near Tampa Bay
were even mentioned in the records of Spanish explorers in the 1500s.
How long does a Florida red tide bloom last?
Red tides can last as little as a few weeks or longer than a year. They can even subside and then reoccur. The duration of a bloom in nearshore Florida waters
depends on physical, chemical, biological and ecological conditions that influence its growth and persistence, including sunlight, nutrients and salinity, as well
as the speed and direction of wind and water currents.
Can we predict when and where a Florida red tide will occur?
Although the occurrence of a Florida red tide cannot be predicted, scientists can forecast its movement using wind and water current data once a bloom is
located. Scientists also monitor the concentration of the red tide organism by collecting water samples routinely and in response to blooms. Red tide
Continued on page 10
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Red tide FAQs from Mote Marine (con’t)
movement and concentration are important because the effects of a red tide, such as dead fish and human respiratory irritation, depend on
these factors. The information provided by forecasting and monitoring allows people to make informed decisions regarding their beach-going
activities. Currently, Mote Marine Laboratory, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission's Fish and Wildlife Research Institute and
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration provide status reports about Florida red tides to the public.
Will I experience respiratory irritation during a Florida red tide?
Some people experience respiratory irritation (coughing, sneezing, tearing and an itchy throat) when the Florida red tide organism, K. brevis, is
present and winds blow onshore. Offshore winds usually keep respiratory effects experienced by those on the shore to a minimum. The Florida
Department of Health advises people with severe or chronic respiratory conditions, such as emphysema or asthma, to avoid red tide areas.
Is there a group of people who should avoid the beach during Florida red tide?
People with underlying chronic respiratory problems like asthma or COPD should avoid red tide areas, especially when winds are blowing toxins
on or near shore. The Florida Department of Health advises these people to avoid red tide areas.
Red tide seems to affect me even when I’m not right on the beach. Why?
Mote Marine Laboratory studies have shown that airborne red tide toxins can travel up to a mile inland, depending on the wind direction and other
weather patterns. That means, even if you are a few blocks away from the beach, the toxins could still be affecting you.
I don’t have a chronic lung disease, but still seem to be affected by the toxins. I live near the beach. What should I do to lessen the effects?
Keep your windows and doors closed, keep the air conditioning or heat on and make sure you check or change the unit’s filter regularly.
Where can I find updates on local beach conditions?
Currently, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission's Fish and Wildlife Research Institute and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration provide status reports about Florida red tides to the public.
Online at:
FWC weekly status updates: http://myfwc.com/research/redtide/events/status/
Sarasota County update: www.scgov.net/government/parks-recreation-and-natural-resources/find-a-park/beaches/red-tide-status
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA): http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/hab/
Area beach conditions are also available at: www.visitbeaches.org
To report a fish kill, go to: myfwc.com/FishKill

Continued on page 11

Page 11

Venice City E-News

October 2018

Red tide FAQs from Mote Marine (con’t)
Can I swim in the ocean when there’s a Florida red tide bloom?
Swimming is safe for most people. However, the Florida red tide can cause some people to suffer skin irritation and burning eyes. People with respiratory illness may also experience respiratory irritation in the water. Use common sense. If you are particularly susceptible to irritation from plant products, avoid an
area with a red tide bloom. If you experience irritation, get out of the water and thoroughly wash off. Do not swim among dead fish because they can be associated with harmful bacteria.

What are some hints for visiting beaches during Florida red tides?
Check the marine forecast, fewer red tide toxins will be in the air with offshore winds. Check Mote's Beach Conditions Reporting for conditions at the beach
you plan to visit at visitbeaches.org. If you experience respiratory irritation, wear a mask, such as a painters mask, that covers the nose and mouth to filter out
marine aerosol particles that contain the red tide toxins. If you are asthmatic or have chronic lung disease, be vigilant about taking your prescribed medicines
daily. The state health department recommends that people with such diseases avoid beaches that are being affected by red tides. Always seek medical care if
your symptoms worsen. For your home or motel room, keep your windows closed, the A/C on and check/change the unit's filter.
Is it OK to eat shellfish at a restaurant or purchase shellfish from a seafood market during a red tide? (also known as commercially caught or store bought)
Yes. Store-bought and restaurant-served shellfish are safe to eat during a bloom because the shellfish industry is closely monitored by state agencies for shellfish safety. Commercially available shellfish are often not locally harvested and, if harvested locally, are tested for red tide toxins before they are sold. The
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services closes shellfish harvest areas affected by Florida red tide.
Is it OK to eat recreationally harvested shellfish during a red tide?
No. Recreational harvesting of bivalve mollusks such as hard clams, oysters and mussels from conditionally approved or approved shellfish harvesting areas is
banned during red tide closures; these organisms should not be harvested and eaten from any closed shellfish harvesting area to protect the public from neurotoxic shellfish poisoning (caused by eating red tide-contaminated seafood). To determine whether or not harvesting of shellfish is permitted in an area, visit
the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Aquaculture website.
Is it OK to eat local finfish during a red tide?
Yes, it is safe to eat local finfish as long as the fish are filleted before being eaten. Although toxins may accumulate in the guts of fish, these areas are disposed
of when the fish are filleted. However, it is never a good idea to eat dead or distressed animals, especially in a red tide area, because the reason for the animal's strange behavior or death cannot be absolutely known.
Could Florida red tide affect my pets?
Just like people, pets may be affected by the Florida red tide. If you live close to the beach, consider bringing outdoor pets inside during a bloom to prevent
respiratory irritation. If you are at the beach with your pets, do not allow them to play with dead fish or foam that may accumulate on the beach during or
after a red tide. If your pet eats dead fish, it may get sick. If your pet swims in the red tide, wash it as soon as possible. Most dogs lick themselves after swimming and will consume any toxins on their fur.
Continued on page 12
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Can we control or mitigate Florida’s red tides?
Currently there is no tried-and-true way to completely remove the Florida red tide algae and its impacts without potentially harming Gulf ecosystems. Mote
scientists are studying control and mitigation methods that may benefit limited-tidal-exchange waterways, such as dead-end canals and small embayments in
red tide-affected coastal communities. The harmful effects of Florida red tide are caused by toxins released when the organism Karenia brevis dies. Potential
controls must kill the red tide organism, eliminate the toxins from the water and avoid harming the ecosystem. Controls must also be practical. Red tides vary
greatly in size – expanding as far as 10,000 square miles – and can be present from the surface of the water to the seafloor. Over decades, scientists (including
Mote scientists) have worked to rule out ineffective control and mitigation strategies and redirect attention toward more promising ones. In the 1950s, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and State of Florida scientists used copper sulfate to attempt to eliminate a red tide in coastal Florida waters. Although the copper
sulfate killed some of the red tide cells, it led to the release of toxins that, along with the copper sulfate, had negative effects on other marine organisms.
Mote Marine Lab worked with Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution to test the effectiveness of various clays for removal of red tide cells and toxins, and
with appropriate permits, conducted several small scale pilot-test applications of clay in Sarasota Bay. In controlled laboratory tests, several clays effectively
removed Florida red tide cells and toxins. The most effective was the phosphatic clay by-product of phosphate mining. Although these clays effectively removed red tide cells and toxins under controlled lab conditions, they were not sufficiently effective under actual field application situations in the tidally
affected areas of Sarasota Bay. Also, there were concerns about the treatments’ possible unintended effects on the marine environment, from the release of
inorganic phosphorus and certain trace metals, changes in the sediment composition and oxygen demand, and the fate of settled materials in flow. The clays
did remove toxins from the water, but did not destroy them. The result was concentration of toxins in the sediment on the bottom. The conclusion from these
tests was that clay flocculation was not a viable red tide control method for local Florida marine environments. Application of clay in Sarasota Bay is very
different than other applications you may have heard of, such as in fish pen areas of coastal Japan.
As of 2018, Mote is investigating multiple potential control and mitigation tools:
Ozonation (a patented process already used to remove red tide in the water entering our public Mote Aquarium and the marine mammal and sea turtle hospitals) to be used to destroy red tide algae and their toxins in limited areas of water such as canals and small embayments.
“Living dock” structures covered with filter-feeding animals that remove red tide from limited areas of water such as canals and small embayments.
Concentrating naturally produced compounds from certain macro-algae (seaweeds) to be used to fight red tide blooms in the wild, considering that we know
that these compounds can kill red tide in the lab.
Use of algae in the Amoebophrya genus (the same broader group as Karenia, the dinoflagellates) to serve as a natural control parasite for K. brevis red tide
blooms.
What you can do
In general we can each do our part to help keep our waterways clean. Even though we don’t know everything yet about how human activity relates to a Florida red tide that has moved to shore, we know that there is the potential for coastal nutrients to influence blooms, and we certainly know that excess nutrients and other kinds of pollution flowing into our coastal ecosystems are generally bad for those systems and should be reduced. One way that we can each
reduce nutrients in stormwater runoff is to choose yard plants that require less fertilizer, use slow release fertilizer and minimize fertilizer use overall. There
are more tips on how to keep waterways clean here: www.scienceandenvironment.org/projects/watershed-signs/. For instance, being diligent about picking
up pet waste.
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Fla. Friendly Landscaping program at City Hall Oct. 17
The City of Venice is hosting a Florida Friendly Landscaping Program from 6-7 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 17 in Council Chambers at
City Hall, 401 W. Venice Ave.
Join Dr. Pat Williams and Wilma Holley from UF/IFAS Extension
Sarasota County to learn the principles behind a great Florida landscape.
Williams has been in horticulture for over 44 years. He holds a
doctorate from Texas A&M University in horticulture and has held
various positions in his career from teaching adults with developmental disabilities, designing, installing and maintaining landscapes, construction, being a horticultural therapist in New York
City, working for the USDA in Washington state, teaching in a Texas
prison and a Tennessee high school, and was a college professor
for 14 years in Kentucky. He started his Extension faculty position
with the University of Florida/Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences in April 2017 as the Sarasota County Residential Horticulture Agent.
Holley has taught and lived the core "Nine Principles" of FloridaFriendly Landscaping for more than a decade. Particularly attuned
to the "Attract Wildlife" principle, she also leads education sessions
on snakes, butterflies, and other backyard wildlife as well as irrigation and water conservation. Holley's teaching roots run back to
her days developing environmental education programs for elementary students, and she traces her passion for outdoor activities
and environmental conservation to her childhood on a New York
dairy farm.
The Oct. 17 presentation at City Hall is free and open to the public. Informational handouts will be provided.
This program is part of City Council’s directive for the City to develop an educational program for citizens on fertilizer usage,
effects, and reduction methods.
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Businesses impacted by red tide have until Oct. 12 to apply for loans
Gov. Rick Scott has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to activate the Florida Small Business Emergency Bridge Loan Program
to support small businesses who continue to be affected by impacts from red tide. The bridge loan program, managed by DEO, provides short-term, interestfree loans to small businesses experiencing physical or economic loss.
Scott said, “Florida’s businesses are a large reason why our state is the best place in the country to live. This program will help our business community recover from these emergencies.”
DEO Executive Director Cissy Proctor said, “We remain committed to helping businesses recover quickly after any disaster. The bridge loan program is a valuable resource to help businesses impacted by ... red tide to keep their doors open. The faster businesses recover, the quicker families and communities are
able to return to normal.”
Small businesses impacted by red tide in Charlotte, Collier, Hillsborough, Lee, Manatee, Pinellas and Sarasota counties may apply for assistance through
Oct. 12, 2018.
The DEO administers the Florida Small Business Emergency Bridge Loan Program in partnership with the Florida SBDC Network to provide cash flow to businesses impacted by a disaster. The short-term, interest-free loans help bridge the gap between the time damage is incurred and when a business secures other financial resources.
The DEO continues to survey businesses in the affected counties. To access the business survey, go to:
https://floridadisaster.biz/BusinessDamageAssessments and select “Southwest Florida Red Tide” from the Event/Incident drop-down menu. Response to the
damage assessment is not an application for assistance, so businesses that fill out the survey and are interested in the bridge loan program must fill out a
bridge loan application as well.
Small business owners with two to 100 employees located in one of the 7 counties affected by red tide can apply for short-term loans up to $50,000. These
interest-free loans are granted in terms of up to 180 days. To be eligible, a business must demonstrate economic injury or physical damage as a result of red
tide.
Michael Myhre, CEO and State Director for the Florida SBDC Network, said, “We are saddened to see and hear the stories of loss of livelihoods that individu-

als and small businesses have suffered due to ... red tide. Our small business owners are incredibly important to our communities and our state, and we are
here to assist them as they work to recover from these impacts.”
To complete an application by the deadline, or for more information on the program, visit www.floridadisasterloan.org. For questions regarding the Emergency Bridge Loan Program, contact the Florida Small Business Development Center Network at 850-898-3479 or email Disaster@FloridaSBDC.org.
The phone line will be answered during regular business hours; all voicemails and emails will be responded to within 24 hours.
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Island residents urged to choose new trash cart size
The third phase of residential automated trash collection is coming
to the City of Venice. Neighborhoods on the island of Venice will be
included in this phase. Residents living in this area can visit
www.venicegov.com and click on a link at the top of the homepage to
choose the size trash cart they would like – 35 gallon, 65 gallon or 95
gallon (see photo at left). They can also go to the City website homepage, hover over the “Government” pulldown at top, click on “Waste
and Recycling” under Public Works, then click on “Choose Your Cart
Size” at left.
Residents living on the island must choose their cart size by Oct. 15,
2018. After that date, they will automatically receive the 95-gallon
cart. Twice weekly trash collection will continue. Pictures and dimensions of each cart size can also be viewed online. Residents are asked
to consider choosing the 95-gallon cart, since all trash must be inside
the cart for collection. Residents should fill out the online form with
their name, address, contact information and cart size choice, then
click submit.
For more information, call Venice Public Works at 941-486-2422. If
you choose option #9 when you call, you can leave a voice mail with
your size choice and contact information.

Applications sought for 2019 Citizens Police Academy
The Venice Police Department is currently accepting applications for its

Applications can be found online at

2019 Citizens Police Academy. The Academy is a dynamic 10-week program

www.venicegov.com/government/police/

that begins in February 2019 on Wednesdays from 2-5 p.m.

community-programs/citizens-police-academy.

The Academy is free of charge and encompasses hands-on, interactive sce-

Download the application, fill it out and return it

narios to allow an insightful experience of a “day in the life” of an officer. If

to VPD Administrative Assistant Babette Chovan at

you ever wanted to fire a police-issued weapon, monitor and use police radi-

bchovan@venicegov.com.

os, or operate a police vessel, this is the opportunity.
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Venice’s State Legislative Priorities for 2019
On Sept. 11, Venice City Council members approved the City’s State Legisla- require an investment of $3 million per year for the next five years. The City
tive Priorities for 2019 on Sept. 11. They are as follows:
Red Tide Research
Harmful algal blooms are a statewide problem requiring immediate, con-

sistent and sufficient funding to mitigate this issue. The City of Venice gratefully acknowledge the over $17.3 million that Florida has invested since 2011
through the Fish and Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI) in red tide research,
including more than $5.5 million for a partnership with Mote Marine Laboratory and Aquarium to study the causes of red tide. However, the unusual high
intensity and long duration of this year’s Kerenia brevis algal bloom suggests
that much research and experimentation still needs to be done.
Although $2.4 million per year for the past seven years on average has been
invested by the state through the FWRI, and on average, $785,000 per year
has been transferred to Mote, little headway has been made toward determining the cause of red tide and almost no progress has been made toward
the mitigation of this algal bloom. In addition, harmful blue-green algae,
attributable to discharges from Lake Okeechobee, continues to find its way
into the Gulf of Mexico and may even have a role in exacerbating the red tide
bloom.
The City respectfully requests that the State of Florida continue to fund red
tide research, preferably at a level at least twice the current level, until a satisfactory mitigation is found for the problem.

of Venice respectfully requests that the State of Florida include this annual
funding in the next budget cycle.
Stormwater Outfall Monitoring and Water Quality Treatment
This multi-phase project is intended to decrease the intensity and duration
of harmful algal blooms, such as this year’s Kerenia brevis, along the Gulf
Coast of Florida. The City of Venice has 16 major stormwater outfalls, several
of which discharge stormwater directly across the beach to the Gulf of Mexico. Stormwater discharges can be a contributor to poor water quality and
pollutant loading, which can increase the intensity and duration of harmful
algal blooms. Phase 1 of this project is to implement stormwater outfall monitoring to assess the pollutant loading into our coastal waters from the individ-

ual outfalls. After the outfall monitoring is completed, a prioritization plan will
be developed to identify the highest pollutant contributors and a Phase 2 project list will be created. Phase 2 of this project is to implement structural and
non-structural best management practices at the highest priority stormwater
outfalls to provide a decrease in pollutant loading at these outfall locations.
The City respectfully requests $600,000 in funding to implement Phase 1 of
this project. Funding for Phase 2 would be included in a future request after
the outfall monitoring and prioritization plan is complete.
Beach Renourishment

In addition to the current increase in funding request, Mote is ready to es-

Renourishing the beach serves to protect the safety and welfare of this Flor-

tablish a Harmful Algal Bloom Research Center that may provide answers to

ida coastal community. Renourishment is important for storm protection, ma-

not only red tide, but to the blue-green algae problem and many of the other

rine turtle nesting and as a tourism/economic driver. The City of Venice ap-

harmful blooms found worldwide. To establish this research center would
Continued on page 17
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Venice’s State Legislative Priorities for 2019 (con’t)
preciates the funding that has been received to date, including FY18 monitor- homelessness in a community undermines the welfare of all residents.
ing that is currently funded under an active state grant agreement.
The City requests ongoing legislative support for the statewide beach re-

Developing jobs, reinstating state mental health treatment facilities, and
increasing opportunities for veterans and others to receive help to be able to

nourishment and inlet management program, as this will provide funding

become independent and self-sufficient are examples of ways to improve so-

availability as we move toward our next renourishment event in 2025. The

ciety now and in the future.

City also continues to support the state as it seeks new methods to resolve
erosion issues.
Support Home Rule

Transportation Funding
Support legislation that preserves local control of transportation planning,
provides equitable transportation funding among municipalities and counties,

The City of Venice requests the support of legislation that provides for

and provides opportunities for additional options for municipal transportation
Home Rule authority for cities and counties to make decisions that reflect the infrastructure projects.
unique needs of the community and the wishes of its citizens.
A. It is imperative that the state not impose unfunded mandates or reduce Incentives for Alternative Energy and Energy Conservation and Efficiency

the revenue of local governments by reducing taxes, such as the Communication Services Tax and the Business Tax, or through the $50,000 Homestead
Exemption, that affect local government.
B. Provide further relief from the current requirements in funding 175 and
185 pension plans, which can only be used for enhancements to existing
contracts.
C. Repeal of the state law that prohibits Home Rule in regard to new shortterm rental ordinances or amending existing ordinances.

Improvements
The City of Venice encourages the Florida Legislature to provide any incentives possible to encourage citizens to retrofit their homes and businesses
with energy efficient and alternative energy products; and to provide funding
opportunities for local governments to use alternative energy products.
No Oil or Gas Drilling
The City of Venice is opposed to any drilling for gas or oil in the Gulf of Mexico within 10 miles of its shoreline. The beaches are a natural and economic

Increase Programs to Help Homeless, Mental Illness and Addiction,

asset to the area. The City of Venice and other local government entities have

Especially for Veterans

joined in a commitment to preserve the ecological balance and natural beauty

Because a lack of social services increases problems for society, especially
for the homeless, those with mental illness, and those with alcohol and drug
addictions, the Florida Legislature is encouraged to find means of helping
these citizens – with a focus on veterans – in dire need of services. Having

of the area, which such drilling activities threaten.
The City of Venice Supports the Florida League of Cities’ Legislative Priorities
for 2019.
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October is National Community Planning Month
October is National Community Planning Month. City of
Venice Planning staff received a proclamation during the
Sept. 25 City Council meeting, and also displayed the department's most recent award: the Florida Chapter of the

American Planning Association (FAPA) 2018 Award of
Merit Comprehensive Plan (Small) Category.
National Community Planning Month is a time to highlight the important role of planning in our communities.
Planning can be summed up as comprehensive, community-focused and enhancing choices. While many people
may not realize it, planning has a significant impact on
their day-to-day life. From where they live, to how they
commute, to the type of home they live in, planning plays
a vital role in a person’s life and well-being.
“Up until around the 1990s, community/city planners
were a rarely known or heard of species with the exception to large metropolitan areas,” said City Development

Above, from left, Development
Services Director Jeff Shrum,

Services Director Jeff Shrum. “Even today, most people

Planner Isaac Anderson, Planning/

still struggle understanding what it is that planners do.”

GIS Technician Kelsey Mahoney,

A look at Venice’s history helps to shed some light on

Administrative Coordinator Jo-

the topic. Many people are aware of the history of the

Anne Crawn-Brewer, Administra-

City of Venice and that it is a planned community, de-

tive Coordinator Christina Rimes,

signed by landscape architect and planner John Nolen.
“Put in context today, Mr. Nolen played the role of a
consultant hired by the land owner/developer to lay out
Continued on page 19

Planning Manager Roger Clark,
and Planner Katherine Woellner.
At right, Shrum and Woellner
receive a proclamation from
Mayor John Holic on Sept. 25.
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Planning Month, from page 18

the development of his property,” Shrum said. “In the 1920s, what Mr. Nolen did not have to contend with (among many other things), was city planners
— specifically, city planners that are charged with reviewing plans to ensure that a development proposal is compliant with the vision for the City (the
Comprehensive Plan). It goes without saying that much has changed in Venice since the 1920s; however, the primary role of planners is largely unchanged.”
Fast forward to Venice 2018. The City recently completed a rewrite of its Comprehensive Plan (which can be found online at www.venicegov.com/

government/planning-and-zoning/comprehensive-plan-update), that has received recognition from the Florida Planning and Zoning Association for “Grass
Roots Public Involvement,” and most recently from FAPA for the Award of Merit – small jurisdiction.
“To me, these awards not only acknowledge the great City Planning staff we have, but also the quality and commitment of our Planning Commission,
other appointed boards, City Council and Mayor, and citizens that contributed to the planning process,” Shrum said. “Please stop by the City of Venice
Planning and Zoning offices to visit with our staff, learn about what we do, or find out about current projects within the City.” Further information about
planners and the planning profession can be found at the website for the American Planning Association: www.planning.org/aboutplanning/.

Mayor John Holic, City

Council members and City
Attorney Kelly Fernandez
pose with the Florida Planning and Zoning Association 2018 Grass Roots/
Public Involvement Award
for the City’s 2017 Comprehensive Plan Update at
the July 10 Council meet-

ing. The Comprehensive
Plan went through a major
rewrite that took a little
over 2 years to complete
and involved over 80 public meetings.
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Local business tax receipt information
All businesses (including home-based businesses) within the city limits must
have a City of Venice local business tax receipt as described in the Code of Ordinances, Section 66-101 through 118, prior to opening. Tax receipts are issued according to the fiscal year, beginning Oct. 1 and ending Sept. 30. They
must be renewed each year and it is the responsibility of the business owner
to maintain a current business tax receipt at all times. Only businesses with a
physical address inside the City limits need to apply, with some exceptions
(Farmer’s Market and Insurance companies). Check with the jurisdiction your
business is located in to determine the specific local business tax receipt requirements.
The first question you will be asked is “What business and where?” This will
allow staff to confirm that your location is within the City limits and it will enable us to determine if the zoning of the location permits the proposed business. You should speak with a Planner in the Planning and Zoning Division to
confirm this information before entering into any lease or contractual obligations. After filing for a local business tax receipt, business owners will be notified of any additional requirements needed. These may include additional documentation, and in some cases, may include physical improvements to the
proposed location.
Any business name that does not include the legal name of the owner must
be registered as a fictitious name with the Florida Department of State, Division of Corporations. There is a cost for registering the name with the state. To
register online, visit www.sunbiz.org. For advice on how to set up your business or what filing requirements there are with the state, you may want to
consult an attorney or certified public accountant.
To confirm if a business is inside the City limits, receive a fee quote, or to ask
any questions related to local business tax receipts, contact Isaac Anderson at
941-882-7444 in the Planning and Zoning Division. Business tax fees vary depending on the type of business, the number of employees, etc. Payment is
made after the business tax receipt has been processed and approved for issuance.
When submitting an application to the City of Venice for a local business tax
receipt be sure to include the following:

1. Business Tax Receipt Application
2. New Tenant Occupancy Information Form
3. Home Occupation Application if applicable (If you do not own the residence,
you will need the owners approval in writing).
4. Document from the State Division of Corporations that confirms registration
of a corporation and any proposed fictitious names for the business.
5. Copies of any required state licenses (i.e., restaurants, MDs, CPAs, attorneys, architects, hair/nail salons, massage therapy, etc.).
6. All businesses must provide an Employee Identification Number (EIN) issued
by the IRS.
For the Venice Farmer's Market only, approval in writing from Market Manager Lee Perron must be submitted.
In addition to having a City of Venice local business tax receipt, businesses
need to obtain a Sarasota County business tax receipt. Apply online at the Sarasota Tax Collectors Office at www.sarasotataxcollector.com or call 941-8618300.
Business tax due by Sept. 30
Sarasota County Tax Collector Barbara Ford-Coates reminds all business
owners that the 2018-19 Sarasota County business tax is due by Sept. 30.
“Since the 30th falls on the weekend, payments will be accepted in person
only on Monday, Oct. 1,” Ford-Coates explained. Any business tax which remains unpaid after Monday will be delinquent and additional money will be
due.
The quickest and easiest way to pay is at www.SarasotaTaxCollector.com.
After the online payment is complete, a business tax receipt can be printed
immediately. Payments can also be made in person in South Venice at the
Robert L. Anderson Administration Center, 4000 S. Tamiami Trail on Oct. 1
from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Any business that has not received a renewal notice or a new business that
has not registered should contact the Tax Collector immediately at 941-8618300, option 3; or Info@SarasotaTaxCollector.com. Businesses in the City of
Venice may also be required to pay an additional city business tax.
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Greg Schneider named Building Official
Greg Schneider, who was hired by the City in 2011 as a MultiTrade Inspector III in the Building Department, was recently promoted to Building Official.
He has held the post of Deputy Building Official in the department
since June 2014, and replaces Frank O’Neill in his new role.
Schneider, 64, attained his Master Code Professional (MCP) designation through the International Code Council (ICC). There are approximately 800 MCPs internationally who have attained this designation. He also holds licensing certification in Florida as a Building
Official, and as inspector and plans examiner for electrical, mechanical, building, plumbing, coastal construction and 1 and 2 family
dwellings, in addition to being a Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM).
“The Building Division is the link between the laws, the Florida
Building Code and Florida Statutes, construction activities and the
professional contractor and homeowner-contractor. That link is accomplished through teamwork, planning, communication, support
and flexibility within the Building Division,” Schneider said. “The
Building Division is blessed with a great core staff that embody these
traits, however; chronic understaffing has eroded some of the BuildGreg Schneider was promoted to Building Official in July.
ing Division's long-standing service efficiencies in meeting overall
operational demands. Recruiting and training staff will be the most dominant and dynamic challenge the Building Division will face, now and in the future.
“My role, as when I was the Deputy Building Official, is to continue to provide support to current staff, strategize to enhance recruitment of permitting staff,
inspectors and plans examiners to build upon the existing foundation and simplify processes through technology to regain those efficiencies.”
When he’s not working, Schneider enjoys spending time with family, traveling, fishing and metal detecting. His metal detecting targets are generally local
beaches but also any site that is frequented by large gatherings of people: parks, playgrounds, soccer, football and baseball field sidelines, and below and
around pedestrian bridges over creeks and small bodies of water. His finds over the past 12 years include three gold rings, one with several diamonds (less
than 1 karat total weight); a Norwegian 20-krone coin; 3 European and 2 Euro coins; a 1915-D Indian head nickel and other early U.S. silver coins; and a 1.5inch meteorite.
Schneider and his wife Tina, a certified ophthalmic technician, have been married for more than 43 years. Their daughter Jamie is a nurse practitioner and
son Brian is a digital marketing manager. They also have 2 grandchildren, Madeline, 10, and Devin, 3 months.
“My wife and both children and their families live and work locally, Lakewood Ranch and Bradenton,” Schneider said.
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Sidewalks, trees, curbs in along W. Venice Avenue
Sidewalk reconstruction on the south side of W. Venice Avenue is completed as part of the Downtown Beautification Project, and all trees on the
south side of W. Venice have been installed. Crews continue installing curb
along the south side of the roadway and around the median. To accommodate this work, the contractor, Quality Enterprises USA, has shifted the
crosswalks across Nassau Street and Nokomis Avenue on the south side of
W. Venice Ave. slightly to the south. Next week, the contractor will continue with additional sidewalk work, including the intersection of W. Venice
Ave. and Nassau. Mid-block crosswalks are scheduled to be open during
this work to facilitate pedestrian access. Crews also continue installation of
landscaping, irrigation, and electrical conduit. Eastbound W. Venice Ave.
remains closed to vehicles while work progresses.
Next week, crews are scheduled to complete the underground work at
the intersection of Miami Avenue and Nokomis. Once this work is completed, crews are scheduled to move to the 300 block of Miami, from Harbor
Drive to Nassau. Work in this area includes sidewalk removal/replacement, as well as milling of the roadway. During this
work, it is anticipated that this segment of Miami Avenue will remain open to local traffic.
The downtown project, part of the Road Bond Referendum approved by City voters in November 2016, reconstructs
Tampa, Venice and Miami avenues between U.S. 41 Business and Harbor Drive. The work includes constructing stormwater and drainage improvements, installing new landscaping and streetscape elements, and adding “sharrow” (share the
road) markings for bicyclists, and lighting conduits for a future streetlight project. Quality Enterprises will install additional
stop signs to convert three intersections (Venice Avenue at Nokomis, Venice Avenue at Nassau, and Tampa Avenue at
Nokomis) to become four-way stops. The contractor will also place new asphalt on the streets in the project area.
Additional safety improvements include installing mid-block crosswalks with in-pavement lighting, reducing crossing
distances for pedestrians, and installing pedestrian fencing to guide pedestrians. The contractor is also replacing cracked
sidewalks and upgrading ADA features such as curb ramps.
Some palm trees have been removed due to disease or damage from Hurricane Irma; all will be replaced. More than
300 trees of all types are going in projectwide. The entire project is expected to be completed in spring 2019.
Those with project questions or concerns can contact Project Public Information Officer Jennifer Dorning at
Jennifer.dorning@atkinsglobal.com or 239-338-7723.
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9/11 CEREMONY AT CITY HALL

October 2018

At left, Deputy Fire Chief Frank Giddens rings

A ceremony paying tribute to those lost on 9/11 was held at the

a bell for those lost in the terrorist attacks of

start of the Sept. 11 City Council meeting.

Sept. 11, 2001. Below, with VPD Officer Paul
Freeman calling out directives, Master Police
Officer Paul Joyce, Officer David Creasy, Fire
Battalion Chief Craig Runck, and Detective
Oscar Guinart present the colors.

Below right, Officer Seth
Kenny plays “Amazing
Grace” on bagpipes.

Above, the American flag flies from a Venice Fire

Rescue ladder truck on Patriot Day. At right, members of the City’s Fire and Police Departments watch
the ceremony in Council chambers.
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VMA PLAQUE UNVEILING
City Historical Resources Manager Harry Klinkhamer, at right, unveiled an appreciation plaque for
Julia Cousins Laning, 96, below, on Sept. 12 at the Venice Museum & Archives. Julia lived in the Triangle Inn building (which now houses the VMA) with her family when she was a girl; her mother
ran it as a boarding house. Julia and her late husband Dale Laning donated $1 million through the
Gulf Coast Community Foundation to support the Historical Resources Deptartment. Funds from
the Lanings have gone toward the future Dale Laning and Julia Cousins Laning Archives & Research
Center across the street from the VMA, as well as refurbishments to the Triangle Inn. The cake at
bottom right reads, “Thanks a million, Julia!”
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Evacuation Center (Hurricane Shelter) Information for Residents
In the event of a hurricane watch, Sarasota County will open all identified evacuation centers (hurricane shelters) at the same time.
* All evacuation centers will be pet friendly. Your dog or cat must be kept in a carrier.
* Hurricane evacuation centers are not hotels and will not be able to provide any conveniences or luxuries. You will have no privacy, limited space approximately 20 square feet per person in a public classroom or hallway, and meal service may be delayed. Evacuation centers cannot provide bedding,
cots or blankets.
* Going to an evacuation center should always be considered a last-resort measure.
* Never go to an evacuation center until local officials announce it is open.
* Evacuation center information will be updated on the county and city websites (scgov.net and venicegov.com), on local radio and television stations
and on the county and city Facebook and Twitter accounts.
HURRICANE EVACUATION CENTERS

ADDRESS

North Port High School

6400 W. Price Blvd., North Port

Heron Creek Middle School

6501 W. Price Blvd., North Port

Woodland Middle School

2700 Panacea Blvd., North Port

Atwater Elementary School

4701 Huntsville Ave., North Port

Booker Middle School

2250 Myrtle St., Sarasota

Brookside Middle School

3636 S. Shade Ave., Sarasota

Southside Elementary School

1901 Webber St., Sarasota

Riverview High School

1 Ram Way, Sarasota

Booker High School

3201 N. Orange Ave., Sarasota

Phillippi Shores Elementary School

4747 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota

Gulf Gate Elementary School

6500 S. Lockwood Ridge Road, Sarasota

Continued on page 26
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Evacuation Center (Hurricane Shelter) Information for Residents
What to Bring to an Evacuation Center
Flashlight (in case your center loses power).

Snacks or special foods.

Your insurance, Medicare or Medicaid cards, driver license or photo I.D.

Bedding and pillows.

Your children’s immunization and other important health and insurance records.

Book or electronic entertainment items with headphones and chargers.
Change of clothing.

Each family member’s medications, along with dosage information and physician’s contact information.

Personal hygiene items (including toilet paper).

Drinking water.

Games/comfort items for children.
NOTE: There are currently no evacuation centers (hurricane shelters) in the City of
Venice, only rally points, where residents can go to be transported to shelters.

Transportation Plan for Hurricane Evacuation Centers
If you cannot drive
to an evacuation center:
Sarasota County will provide bus transportation for you and your pets (along with a limited amount of supplies) to and from a general population evacuation
center. This program is activated only when Sarasota County has a declared county emergency, an activation is ordered, and evacuation centers are opened.

Transportation will be offered at designated rally points throughout the county.
Keep in mind …
 Transportation will be provided by Sarasota County Area Transit and school district buses.
Continued on page 27
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Evacuation Center (Hurricane Shelter) Information for Residents
Transportation Plan for Hurricane Evacuation Centers (con’t)
 Space on buses will be limited.
 Baggage is limited to two carry-on sized bags per person that can be stored under a seat or held in lap.
 Pets must be in a crate or carrier, and you must bring all pet supplies.
 Passengers cannot specify what shelter they will be transported to. Your return home could be delayed.

Important: All transportation will cease when landfall is expected within eight hours.

Venice area rally points include: Venice Community Center, 326 Nokomis Ave. S., Venice; Garden Elementary School, 700 Center Road;
Venice; Taylor Ranch Elementary, 2500 Taylor Ranch Trail, South Venice (off U.S. 41); Laurel Park, 509 Collins Road, Nokomis; and Pine View

School, 1 Python Path, Osprey. Go to scgov.net for a full list.

If you are able to drive to a rally point:
 Drive locally to a rally point and park vehicle.
 Receive transportation to an evacuation center.

No registration needed. Information/instruction will be provided at rally point.

Bus route:
Pick-up transportation to a rally point and center via Sarasota County Area Transit disaster bus route (SCAT's modified Sunday bus route).
Visit scgov.net for schedules.

Continued on page 28
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Evacuation Center (Hurricane Shelter) Information for Residents
Transportation Plan for Hurricane Evacuation Centers (con’t)
Register for public transportation:
 For those who cannot drive or otherwise be transported by family, friends or neighbors, Sarasota County will provide last-resort, free bus transportation for

you and your pets (along with a limited amount of supplies) to and from a general population, evacuation center. Transportation will be offered at designated rally points throughout the county.
 Complete the online registration form at scgov.net (Under “I Want To,” or keywords “transportation plan”). All county libraries are available to help with

online registration for those without a computer. You can also call 941-861-5000. The form will include guidance for those who cannot drive or walk to a
designated rally point.
Rally points may change depending on the severity of a storm.
Residents who preregister will receive an automated telephone message with information about the location of rally points and when they will be picked
up. Important: The online registration process will cease when landfall is expected within 60 hours.

If you have special medical needs (require a lift assist from a wheelchair, need a caregiver’s help for other activities of daily living, use an oxygen tank, etc.),
you must register separately as a medically dependent person along with your caregiver. This can be done now at scgov.net, or call 941-861-5000.
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Evacuation Levels for the Venice Area

POTENTIAL STORM
SURGE HEIGHT
THRESHOLDS
(IN FEET)
A=10 B=14 C=18
D=26 E=32
Know the Evacuation Level for your home! Visit https://ags2.scgov.net/KnowYourZone/
and type your street address in the top left search bar.
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Sign up for CodeRED phone notifications
Hurricane season runs June 1 through Nov. 30 — have you signed up for CodeRED yet?
The City of Venice uses CodeRED to send emergency notifications by phone, email, text and
social media to keep citizens informed of emergencies such as evacuation notices, utility outages, water main breaks, fire or floods, chemical spills, or other emergency situations. Many residents found the free service extremely useful before, during and
after Hurricane Irma in September 2017, when multiple CodeREDs were sent out.
The city also uses CodeRED Weather Warning, a unique service that automatically notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after a warning has been issued by the National Weather Service. The CodeRED Weather Warning is also available to city residents at no cost.
The city may also activate CodeRED to send general notifications to registered subscribers to communicate non-life safety matters, such as planned road
closures, water main repairs, and water and power service interruptions. By selecting the box for general alerts, you will also receive these types of notifications. Registering for CodeRED is quick and easy: Sign up online at www.venicegov.com. At the top of the homepage, click on “CodeRed” (above the Search
bar). Click on the link to sign up and select the second option, “NO, I would like to review and submit my information,” and fill in the fields. Then add the following numbers to your caller ID or contacts: 866-419-5000, Emergency Calls; 855-969-4636, General Calls; and 800-566-9780, Weather Warnings.
Things to know about CodeRED
CodeRED delivers notifications by phone calls to landlines and cell phones, emails, texts, social media, and/or mobile alerts. It is compatible with TDD/TTY
devices for those with hearing impairments. Individuals and businesses may add as many phone numbers, emails and text numbers as desired.
Residents and visitors alike can receive enhanced public safety alerts no matter where you are located via the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, a free public safety
app for both Android and iPhone users. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app delivers community and emergency alerts to individuals targeted within an impacted
geographical area so that you may also receive timely notifications when you’re on the road, or away from home.
If you are currently a CodeRED subscriber who has already registered your cellphone to receive notifications from the City of Venice, you will continue to
receive calls. However, if you download the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, you will also receive alerts via your smartphone anywhere in the country, including
Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Alaska. To download the free CodeRED Mobile Alert app, visit the Google Play or iTunes store.
For more information about the CodeRED service, or to sign up by phone, call 941-882-7401.
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ANCHORAGE FIELD CLEANUP
The Venice Anchorage Field cleanup on Saturday, Sept. 8 collected over 8,700
pounds of debris. The City of Venice and Venice Police Marine Unit partner with
the Suncoast Reef Rovers for this annual event to make our waters safer and
clean. Over 50 people came together at the Venice Yacht Club to remove sunken
waste from Higel Marine Park in Roberts Bay. Some dived, some paddled, some
snorkeled and others weighed, measured and cataloged the debris.
This year there were agencies helping including Sea Tow Venice, Sarasota County Parks and Recreation, Venice Public Works and Venice Fire Department. Mayor
John Holic provided a pulled pork barbecue lunch at the Venice Yacht Club for
cleanup participants.
Some of the items removed were: a boat mast, multiple boat anchors, five sunken boats, batteries, boat engines, homemade illegal moorings, a kitchen stove, a
kitchen sink, and a 10x10 wooden dock.
According to VPD Master Police Officer Paul Joyce, anyone who stores their vessel in the waters of the state, outside of a mooring field, is required to only anchor
their vessel with a boat anchor. If you secure your vessel with anything other than
a boat anchor, it is a state violation.
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VMA VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

Sam Humphreys
Editor’s Note: This feature spotlights the hardworking, dedicated volunteers at the Venice Museum & Archives.
How long have you lived in the area? My husband of 25 years, Tim, and I
moved to Venice in June 2016. I have lived in many places. I was born in Chicago,
although the only memory I have of it is visiting the Museum of Science and Industry when I was 3 or 4. Obviously a hint of what was to become a life-long passion of mine — museums! We moved here from Colorado, but again, there were
so many addresses in between, including New England, Texas, Missouri, California
and Michigan. My father’s people were all farmers and my mother’s people were
all seafarers, so half of me is soil and half is salt water. I like both — I like to think
it’s typed on my DNA! My professional background has been medical — I’ve been
a pharmacy tech, worked at Hospice, in oncology, and been the director of an assistance agency.
What drew you to Venice? Before we decided where in Florida we would settle, we did what we called “the beach tour” and spent a little bit of time up
and down the West Coast from roughly the Tampa area to Punta Gorda. While the entire coast is lovely, the only place that felt like home was Venice Island —
specifically the island. It is a charming town with a real old-fashioned community feeling and a fascinating past, and we love that. I did not know this about
myself, but apparently I am a small-town girl.
How long have you volunteered at the Venice Museum? I only began volunteering at the museum this May, although I was a frequent visitor before
that. Living on the island, normally we’re biking or walking everywhere. I discovered the VMA right after we moved, and I’ve been haunting this place!
What led you to start volunteering? I come from a family with a long history of volunteerism so naturally I sought out opportunities to continue that
trend here. With my life-long love of museums, it seemed like a perfect fit. I will go
to a museum on anything. I love learning.
The Venice Museum & Archives could use more vol* Be reliable
I also teach ESOL through the library, I’m
unteers.
Those
interested
should
go
to
the
VMA,
* Be available for the same 3-hour shift each week on
a blogger, and co-authored a book of hishoused in the Triangle Inn at 351 Nassau St. S., on Ven- a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday
torical fiction, “That Night in Franktown,
ice island, and fill out an application. Museum staff will
* Check their email every day (non-negotiable)
Co.”
contact
you
for
an
interview
if
your
skills
and
interests
* Be computer literate
When do you come in? Wednesday
match the museum’s needs. Experience is not neces* Provide tours of the first floor
afternoons from 1-4 is my usual shift,
sary, but preferred.
* Sell items in the gift shop and make change
Prospective docents must:
* Answer the phone
Continued on page 33
* Be a people person
* Assist staff as necessary

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?
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Reporting city issues is just a few clicks away
The city’s SeeClickFix platform, Venice Connect, allows citizens to report
quality-of-life issues — such as potholes, roadside junk and tall grass — and
request city services.
With free SeeClickFix

Use SeeClickFix to request assistance with City of Venice services or report
problems, such as potholes, streetlights that are out, broken sidewalks,
stormdrain issues, traffic signal/sign problems, code violations, etc. Venice
Connect will acknowledge newly submitted issues and forward them to the

mobile app and web

appropriate departments to take care of the requests. Users will receive email

tools, citizens are able

updates and can come back here to check the status of submitted issues.

to provide city staff with pictures, videos, specific descriptions and more —

When the issue is resolved, the issue can be closed. Separate issues should be

valuable information needed to get the job done efficiently. In addition, the

submitted as separate SeeClickFix reports.

SeeClickFix platform provides city officials with a centralized issue manage-

Note: Please make sure that the address you are providing is the location of

ment system to manage issues from creation to resolution, engaging citizens

the issue being reported. Those with general questions concerning the city

throughout the process.

and its policies should call 941-486-2626.

SeeClickFix Venice Connect is available as an app for Android and iPhone.

Law enforcement issues of an emergency nature need to be reported direct-

Select Venice Connect from your app store on your device. There is also a link

ly to the Venice Police Department by calling 911. VPD’s non-emergency num-

to the program at the top of the homepage on the city’s website,

ber is 941-486-2444. After-hours Utilities emergencies can be reported at 941-

www.venicegov.com (above the Search bar), or go directly to SeeClickFix at

486-2770.

http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice.

For more information on using SeeClickFix, call 941-882-7439.

VMA Volunteer, from page 32

What do you like most about the Museum? For a small town, we have a

although I often fill in other afternoons if there is an empty spot.
What are some of your duties? One of my favorite duties is greeting our

really big history! That is very exciting and interesting for sure. I think our museum is brilliantly designed with something new and interesting around every

guests and giving them a little background on our town to get them excited to corner. I have not yet had a guest who was disappointed in their visit to the
Venice Museum.
start their journey through the museum.
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Snook Haven exhibit opens Oct. 8 at Venice Museum
The Venice Museum & Archives is pleased to present a new exhibit for the
2018-19 season, titled “Snook Haven: The History of Movies, Mischief, and
Music on the Myakka.” It opens Oct. 8.
This exhibit will focus on the largely undocumented and truly unique history
of the area today known as the Snook Haven Restaurant and Waterfront
Park, located off River Road. Discover stories of movie stars, gangsters, “killer
turtles,” and a 30-year-old music society all in Venice’s backyard, on the
banks of the majestic Myakka River.
The VMA, at 351 Nassau St. S. near the Venice Community Center, is open
free to the public year-round on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and the first and third Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
from October through April.
For more information, call 941-486-2487, visit the VMA's website at
www.VeniceMuseum.org and Follow them on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/veniceflarchives.

At left, Albert
Blackburn
catching a
tarpon close to

the present
day location of
Snook Haven
in 1926.
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Student advisory board members needed
Know a local high school-age student who wants to get involved in the community, but isn’t exactly sure how? Serving on a City of Venice advisory board is
an excellent way to get started. Currently, two student seats on different boards are open. Vacancies are as follows:
Public Art Advisory Board — One student vacancy; sophomore preferred
This 6-member board implements guidelines, selection procedures and organizational policies to facilitate selection, approval and placement of public art.
This includes program planning, designating sites, determining project scope and budget, overseeing the artist selection process, commissioning artworks, reviewing design, and education and placement of artworks from the City's public art collection. Investigates, reviews and recommends means by which artworks may be obtained, including donations, gifts, and grant applications for public art projects. Encourages public art through the City, including the participation of all citizens in a joint public and private effort to promote art in public places. Celebrates the community's heritage, ethnicity, commonality and civic
pride by stimulating collaboration and understanding between artists and the community. Enhances Venice's image locally, regionally and nationally by insuring the creation of the highest quality public art. Promotes artists to live and to work in Venice and to participate in public presentations of their art. Encourages federal, state and private support for Venice's Public Art Program. Five members shall be residents of the City or owners of real property located within
the City, with one student member.
The student member shall be from a Venice area high school student body recommended by the principal or his designee, serving for one year. The board
meets quarterly at 3:30 p.m.
Environmental Advisory Board — One student vacancy
This 8-member board facilitates the development of an integrated environmental strategy by evaluating the City's current policies and practices and providing specific recommendations for improving the City's environmental impact. Recommendations are based on the examination of the City and comparison
with best practices in other communities. Recommendations shall include projections of cost, manpower, time constraints and other pertinent factors for implementing the recommendations. The board shall be composed of seven city residents or the owners of real property located within the city and one student
member. Five of the members must be city residents.
The student member shall be from a Venice area high school student body recommended by the principal or his designee, serving for one year. This board
meets bimonthly, the fourth Wednesday of the month at 1 p.m.
If you are interested in serving on an advisory board, please submit your application online at www.venicegov.com (hover on Government at the top of the
home page, then click on Advisory Boards under City Clerk), or at the City Clerk’s Office, 401 W. Venice Ave., Venice, FL 34285. If you would like more information on a particular board, please contact Recording Secretary Mercedes Barcia at 941-882-7392. All resumes will be considered when vacancies occur.
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Protecting the City’s drinking water
GOOD NEWS ! As of Oct. 1, 2018, the City of Venice Utilities Department will provide and perform the required testing and maintenance of backflow
devices for all customers.*
The City Council recently authorized the Utilities Department to revise the Cross-Connection Control Program (CCCP) Ordinance to enhance protection of
potable water. Previously, the customer was responsible to secure installation, testing, and repair services for their device at properties that require crossconnection control. The Utilities Department will contract for this service on a large-scale basis; Utilities staff will monitor and schedule the required services.
This modification to the City ordinance helps streamline the process and reduces the costs for customers.
*Some restrictions apply; fire sprinkler systems and the initial installation and testing for new construction are not included.
WHAT DOES THE CITY PROVIDE ?

 Installation of a backflow protection device and pressure relief valve, when required.
 Required testing and certification or replacement, depending on the type of device.
 Required maintenance on applicable devices.
 Property surveys by staff and required tracking of certifications and cross-connection hazards.
WHY DO WE NEED CROSS-CONNECTION PROTECTION?
A Cross-Connection Control Program (CCCP) is needed to protect the water distribution system and the public’s potable water supply, as required by law.
There are many requirements for which the City must comply for the production and protection of potable water.
Protection after the water has entered the distribution system is mandated through the CCCP and backflow
prevention rules set forth by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), under Chapter 62555 of the Florida Administrative Code. These rules are a mandate imposed on all public water systems in the
State of Florida and locally enforced by the Florida Department of Health in Sarasota County.
Additional information is available on the City’s website at www.venicegov.com, within the Utilities section,
and all utility customers will receive the full flyer via U.S. mail.
If you have any questions regarding this notice, please call the Utilities Department at 941-480-3333, Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Volunteers sought for Make a Difference Day Oct. 27
Make a Difference Day, a day of community service for volunteers of all ages, is being observed for the 6th consecutive year
in the City of Venice on Saturday, Oct. 27.
Landscaping, raking, cleaning and litter collection are planned
at Dr. Fred Albee Park, East Gate Park, Fountain Park, Graser
Park, Humphris Park (South Jetty), John Nolen Park, Michael
Biehl Park, Mundy Park, Ponce De Leon Park, Prentiss French
Park, Ruscelletto Park, Venezia Park, West Blalock Park, Heritage Park, Luna’s pocket park, Hecksher Park, Chuck Reiter Park,
Wellfield Park, South Brohard Park, Legacy Park and the VABI
building playground. Other volunteers will build picnic tables at
Prentiss French.
Every year, hundreds of volunteers including youth turn out
for this citywide community service effort, saving the City thousands of dollars.
Jim Foubister with Serve Florida is the chief organizer of the
event, with assistance from City Public Works staff. Volunteers
will be provided with a free lunch at noon at Maxine Barritt
Park, 1800 Harbor Dr. S.
For more information or to sign up as a volunteer, visit
www.servefl.com. You can also call Foubister at 941-223-1771.
Interested volunteers can also come to the Venice Community Center, 326 Nokomis Ave. S., at 8:30 a.m. on Oct. 27 to help.
Drive to the south side of the building near Turin St. to receive
assignments and a T-shirt.
Volunteers should wear old, comfortable clothing and work
shoes, and bring sunscreen. Other supplies, including drinking
water and gloves, will be furnished.
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Big changes planned for 2019 Venice Book Fair
The 8th annual Venice Book Fair and Writers Festival takes place March 16

are left. Most authors will want to reserve a tent by Nov. 1 to ensure they

in West Blalock Park from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. The Book Fair was moved because

have a place at the book fair. Each tent will include an 8-foot table and two

the former venue, Centennial Park, may not be available due to road con-

folding chairs. Authors must provide their own table covers and booth iden-

struction in downtown Venice.

tification signs. As in the past, organizers plan to have students available to

West Blalock Park is a few blocks away, across the street from the Venice

help get books to and from tents.

Community Center, new Venice Library, Venice Art Center, and Venice Muse-

The Writers Festival takes place Friday, March 15 at the new Venice Public

um and Archives, which is one of the beneficiaries of the event. The Farmer’s

Library, 300 S. Nokomis Ave. Another great series of presentations is currently

Market is about three blocks away on Avenue des Parques, west of Venice

in the planning stages. More information will be coming soon.

City Hall. While not in the center of downtown, the new venue will allow or-

Proceeds from the fair go to Venice Heritage Inc., the 501(c)(3) fundraising

ganizers to have more tents for participating authors. All the tents will be

organization that supports the extension of the Venice Museum and Archives

placed along a sidewalk, so no one has to walk in the grass to get to a tent.

and the restoration of the oldest existing house in Venice, the Lord-Higel fam-

Tents will be assigned as they are reserved. The first deadline for tents is
Nov. 1, 2018. Each 10-foot-by-10-foot tent may be used by one or two au-

ily pioneer home.
The book fair has an improved website. Please check out

thors, at $150. After Feb. 1, 2019, the cost increases to $175, if tents are still

www.venicebookfair.com to see the changes that have been made. For more

available. Between Nov. 1 and Feb. 1, tents may be reserved for $150 if any

information, email pamj18@msn.com. — Provided by Pam Johnson

AT YOUR SERVICE
The following individuals have been appointed or
reappointed to serve on City boards:
Franklin Wright, reappointed to the Historic
Preservation Board, to serve a term from Sept. 1,
2018, until Aug. 31, 2021.
Fred Gibson, reappointed to the Construction
Board of Adjustment and Appeals, to serve a term
from Sept. 1, 2018, until Aug. 31, 2021.
Joan Piper, reappointed to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, to serve a term from Sept. 1,

2018, until Aug. 31, 2021.
Jon Steketee, reappointed to the Architectural
Review Board, to serve a term from Sept. 1, 2018,
until Aug. 31, 2021.
Jean Trammell, reappointed to the Historic
Preservation Board, to serve a term from Sept. 1,
2018, until Aug. 31, 2021.
James Kraut, reappointed to the Venice Housing
Authority, to serve a term from Oct. 1, 2018, until
Sept. 30, 2022.

Barbara Fraser, reappointed to the Fire Pension
Board of Trustees, to serve a term from Oct. 1,
2018, until Sept. 30, 2022.
Joseph Dalton, reappointed to the Venice Housing Authority, to serve a term from Oct. 1, 2018,
until Sept. 30, 2022.
Jonathan Allen, appointed as a student member
to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, to
serve a term from Sept. 25, 2018, until May 30,
2019.

Page 39

Venice City E-News

October 2018

AROUND TOWN

Members of the Sarasota

Scullers reveal the “City of
Venice” boat prior to the
Battle of the Bridges Rowing Regatta on Sept. 15.
With the City being a Golden Oar sponsor of the
event, Mayor John Holic, far
right, was asked to name
the craft.

VPD Officer Kenite Webb, center,

was recognized by FDOT Southwest
Florida in September for his efforts
during the Police Department’s
month-long vehicle safety campaign.
Officer Webb is always willing to educate drivers. Congratulations!
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Venice firefighter Dan Sremba, pictured above with Fire Chief Shawn
Carvey, participated in the 8th Annual "Remember the Fallen" 5K Memorial Run on Sept. 8, hosted by the North Port Fire Rescue Honor
Guard. Running in his bunker coat and pants, Dan finished the race in
33 minutes, capturing a 2nd place medal. Great job!
Photo: Shirley Gibson
At right, members of Team KVB (Keep Venice Beautiful) clear the east side of
the Circus Bridge of invasive Brazilian peppers and sea grapes Aug. 30. Fifteen volunteers with Team KVB and three chainsaw operators from Sarasota
County cut 18 truckloads of brush. Photo: Team KVB
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Audrey Symowicz,
Administrative
Coordinator in the
Building Department, receives her
5-year Service
Award from Mayor
John Holic and
Development Services Director Jeff
Shrum during the
Sept. 11 City Council meeting.
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AROUND TOWN
On Sept. 2, the Venice Police Marine Unit responded to
a manatee in distress from possible red tide, at left. The
male manatee was found in the Intracoastal Waterway
near the Venice Ave. boat ramp. Master Police Officer
Paul Joyce of the VPD Marine Unit found it with obvious
signs of distress and having difficulty breathing. Once
on scene, MPO Joyce recruited a few vacationers who
were in the area to help. These Good Samaritans didn’t
hesitate to jump into the water to keep the manatee
calm and its head above water to help it breathe. Joyce
notified the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission and Mote Marine Laboratory. Once FWC
and Mote arrived, the group was able to safely bring the
manatee to the boat ramp for a FWC Manatee Rescue
truck, below, to take it to Sea World in Orlando for rehab. It took several people to carefully pick up the manatee and place it into the truck. Agencies on scene were
Venice Police Marine Unit, FWC, Venice Fire, and Sarasota Marine Unit. The Good Samaritans who helped
with the manatee rescue were Robert Bullington, Stephen Lundy, Chris McGrath and Aaron Spencer.

Above, John Kammerer
with Public Works gives
the west end hallway of
City Hall a fresh coat of
paint Sept. 6.
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AROUND TOWN
On Sept. 17, the Venice
Fire Department responded to Jacaranda
Blvd. and Border Rd. for a
tractor fire. Upon arrival,
firefighters found a fully
involved construction
front-end loader burning
in an open field. The
equipment operator said
he was eating lunch on
the tractor when he realized it was on fire. Crews
quickly extinguished the
blaze but the tractor was
considered a total loss.
Damage was estimated
at $35,000. No injuries
were reported.

Venice Police K-9 Mako with Officer Kristen Kimson.

The new Venice Library under construction at 300 Nokomis Ave. S.
County library officials estimate
the library will be completed by
late fall.
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When cycling: See, be seen, be safe
Florida law requires bicycles riding at night to have front and rear lights.
Lighting (see Section 316.2065, F.S.)
A bicycle operated between sunset and sunrise must be
equipped with a lamp on the front exhibiting a white light visible from 500 feet to the front and both a red reflector and a
lamp on the rear exhibiting a red light visible from 600 feet to
the rear.
Additional lighting is permitted and recommended.
One of the most important things to remember is when you
are riding your bicycle on the streets, your bike is considered a
DARLENE CULPEPPER

vehicle and therefore must be equipped with the same rules
and regulations as cars, which have front and rear lights. No

matter your level of riding skills, bike lights are essential to make sure you ride safe, night
or day.
There are lights that help you see, which usually have a high LED output with a focused
beam of light in front of you. Then there are lights that help people see you, which use an
LED that flashes intermittently. They come in battery or rechargeable options and depending on your how you ride and which output you use will have hundreds of hours of
run time. When you look to buy a light, they are compared by lumens (brightness) and
with the creation of LEDs, they get more light output with less power consumption.
One simple rule; more lumens equal brighter lights.
In addition to riding with lights, you can equip yourself with reflectivity. When riding at night, use reflective components. These can be found in clothing,
stickers, bags, etc. When riding during the daytime, use fluorescent components. Fluorescence stands out from the environment and is more effective with
the sun. You can highlight your moving parts. The up and down pedaling can be more visible by highlighting your feet, ankles and legs with the appropriate
visible products for the time of day you are riding.
Continued on page 44
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Be seen, from page 43

Top Tips



Don’t rely on a driver seeing you, no matter how brightly you are

dressed or flashing.



Be proactive, ride assertively, interact with road users, change road po-

sitions correctly.



Try to make eye contact where possible, and gauge whether you’ve

been seen.



Move out of the way early and create as much space as possible so you

can see and be seen.
Biking at night can be intimidating, especially
if you are not used to it. If you stay alert and
equip yourself with the appropriate lights and

gear, you’ll be able to safely enjoy your rides
any time of day.
Darlene Culpepper is the Bicycle Pedestrian
Coordinator for the City of Venice. She leads a
6-mile bicycle ride around the Island of Venice
at 10 a.m. the second Wednesday of every
month. The next ride, open to the public, will be
Oct. 10. Just bring your bike and a helmet to

City Hall! You can email Darlene for more information at dculpepper@venicegov.com.

October 2018

Page 45

Venice City E-News

October 2018

Holiday Parade moved to Tampa Avenue this year
Due to potential conflicts and safety concerns with the ongoing
City of Venice Downtown Beautification Project, the 2018 Holiday Parade route will be diverted slightly to Tampa Avenue for
the two blocks between Harbor Drive and Nokomis Avenue (See
map at right).
The remainder of the parade route on Saturday, Nov. 24, will
remain unchanged. This route change is supported by the event
organizer and the Venice Police Department, because it provides
a larger and safer viewing area for the public and still keeps the
parade downtown. Due to potential adverse weather conditions,
it is possible the road work on W. Venice Ave. may extend past
Nov. 24. If W. Venice Ave. is completed prior to that date, the
median landscaping will still be too new to allow for a public
viewing area; therefore, parade viewing could only be from one
side of the street. Alternatively, using Tampa Avenue will provide
for safe viewing from both sides of the parade, and allow the
event organizer to finalize plans for a successful parade. This
route change is only for 2018 and the Holiday Parade is planned
to return to W. Venice Ave. for 2019.
Pre-parade entertainment will stay at the corner of Harbor
Drive and W. Venice Ave., starting at 5:30 p.m. Nov. 24.
Parade staging will occur down three blocks on S. Park Blvd., two blocks on N. Park Blvd., and west from Park on Granada Ave., with the larger units on W.
Venice Ave., east of Park. The parade will step off at 7 p.m.
The parade route will start at the same point as previous years: Park Ave. and W. Venice Ave., proceeding east to Harbor Dr. and Venice Ave. It will turn left
to proceed to Tampa Ave., and continue east on Tampa until Nokomis Ave., turn right and proceed to Milan Ave. and Nokomis, then will be directed to turn
right, continuing down Milan to Nassau. This is the end of the parade. The units can then proceed in any direction to leave the area.
Road closure times will be released at a later date.
EARLY SET-UP OF CHAIRS: Chairs may be placed along the parade route after 6 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 21 by the public (at your own risk). On Tampa Avenue, chairs may be set up on the south side of the street ONLY (near Centennial Park.) No bleachers, couches, rope, stakes, tarps, or mats please; these
items will be removed by Venice Public Works. Any chairs placed before 6 p.m. Nov. 21 will also be disposed of by Public Works.
The Holiday Parade takes place on Small Business Saturday, so what better day to come enjoy our downtown? Arrive early, admire the beautification progress and support our local small businesses.
To fill out an application to participate in the parade, or for more information, please visit https://veniceholidayparade.com/. You can also contact Holiday
Parade Co-chairs Bob and Sue Hebert at 941-488-8780 or vhparade@verizon.net.
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Venice Theatre

Venice Art Center

140 Tampa Ave. W.
941-488-1115
www.venicestage.com

390 Nokomis Ave. S.
941-485-7136
www.veniceartcenter.com

“Lend Me a Tenor”
Sept. 21-Oct. 7

“Fluid Motion”

“Suds”
Sept. 28-Oct. 21
“South Pacific”
Oct. 26-Dec. 2
“The Alter Eagles”
Oct. 28-29
“Silence! The Musical”
Nov. 2-25

“The Folk Legends”
Nov. 11-12
“Michael L. Walters as Dame Edna”
Nov. 18-19
“The Santaland Diaries”
Nov. 30-Dec. 23

Sept. 14-Oct. 5
“Fall Members Show”
Oct. 12-Nov. 9
“Pen Women Exhibition”
Nov. 16-Dec. 14

October 2018

Venice Performing Arts Center
1 Indian Ave.
941-480-3191
www.veniceperformingartscenter.com
VHS Fall Concert
Oct. 11

“Honor America”
Venice Concert Band
Nov. 5
“Festa Italia!”
Venice Symphony
Nov. 16-17
“Who Loves You? Four Seasons Tribute”
Nov. 18
“Sugar Bowl of Shows: Beach Boys Tribute”
Nov. 25
“Tis the Season”
Venice Chorale
Dec. 2
“The Gift of Music”
Venice Concert Band
Dec. 3
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

City Hall closed morning of Oct. 18
Venice City Hall will be closed for an emergency drill for
staff on Thursday, Oct. 18, from 8 a.m. until 11 a.m.
For any business transactions that need attention, such
as bill pay at the Cashier’s Office or permitting at the Building Department, citizens should plan accordingly.
The City thanks you for your cooperation and understanding.
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Next ride is Oct. 10!
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WATERING RULES
City of Venice residents are permitted to irrigate lawns
one day per week:
Even addresses on Tuesdays
Odd addresses on Thursdays
Before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. for properties under 2
acres. For properties 2 acres or greater, watering is allowed
before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.
Hand watering hot spots and micro-irrigation of other
plants is allowed on any day, at any time.
New and replaced lawns get a 60-day exemption. Irrigation can occur any time of day on the day of installation,
and during the restricted hours on any day thereafter for up
to 60 days.
There are no restrictions on car washing, pressure washing, use of fountains or use of reuse or reclaimed water. A
shut-off nozzle on hoses should be used for car washing and
hand watering of garden plants. Conservation is encouraged.
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Veterans Day ceremony set
American Legion NO-VEL
Post 159 will once again host
the annual Veterans Day Ceremony in Venice at 10 a.m.
on Saturday, Nov. 10 at Patriots Park, 800 Venetia Bay
Blvd., Venice.
The Veterans Day holiday is
on Sunday, Nov. 11, but the
Legion is holding the ceremony on Saturday to allow those
who wish to attend church
services on the holiday to do
so.
This year marks the 100th
anniversary of the armistice
ending World War II. All

Watch city meetings
To access meeting agendas, visit www.venicegov.com.
In the middle of the homepage at left, click on the Meetings button,
find the meeting you want to view, look to the right of it and click on
Agenda, click open and view. To watch City meetings, instead of clicking
on Agenda, click on Video or “In progress.”
They are also rebroadcast the week after the meeting on Access 19
(Comcast Channel 19; Frontier Channel 32).

WWII veterans will be special
guests at the ceremony.
All are invited to attend; please bring chairs.

Follow us on Facebook:
Venice, Florida Municipal Government
Like what you see? Please rate us 5
stars and leave us a review!

