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Downtown roadwork starts this month
In an effort to assist the downtown
businesses, the City of Venice’s contractor and project team have revised the project schedule to complete the roadwork on eastbound W.
Venice Avenue in the first phase of
the Downtown Beautification Project.
A public meeting was held on June
20 where many downtown businesses voiced concerns about having
eastbound Venice Avenue closed to
vehicles at the start of the busy season. This prompted the City to meet
with the contractor, Quality Enterprises USA Inc., and ultimately make
changes to the project schedule.
The change now puts the majority of work on the eastbound of W. Venice Avenue in July through October and the
westbound of W. Venice Avenue to follow in October through November 2018. To accommodate this change, the contractor will need to do some single lane closures on other streets at varying times in the project area.
“The City heard the concerns of the downtown merchants about the proposed phasing schedule and Quality Enterprises USA Inc. was able to modify the construction schedule to complete the eastbound W. Venice Ave. travel lanes first to
reduce the impacts to the businesses,” said City Engineer Kathleen Weeden. “This beautification project will enhance impact to the charm of downtown Historic Venice. Downtown will remain open for business throughout the process with
pedestrian pathways and ample parking at Centennial Park.”
Quality Enterprises is scheduled to begin work on the Downtown Beautification Project on Monday, July 9.

City Clerk Lori Stelzer
City Attorney David Persson

To be placed on the newsletter distribution list, email city Public Information
Officer Lorraine Anderson at landerson@venicegov.com or call 941-882-7401.
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Venice Avenue at Nassau Street, and Tampa Avenue at Nokomis Avenue) to
become four-way stops. The contractor will also place new asphalt on the
The project reconstructs Tampa, Venice and Miami avenues between U.S.
streets in the project area. Additional safety improvements include installing
41 Business and Harbor Drive. The work includes constructing stormwater and mid-block crosswalks with in-pavement lighting, reducing crossing distances
drainage improvements, installing new landscaping and streetscape elements, for pedestrians, and installing pedestrian fencing to guide pedestrians. The
and adding “sharrow” (share the road) markings for bicyclists, and lighting
contractor will also replace cracked sidewalks and upgrade ADA features such
conduits for a future streetlight project. The contractor will install additional
as curb ramps. Citizens should be aware that some palm trees in the medians
stop signs to convert three intersections (Venice Avenue at Nokomis Avenue, are slated to be removed due to disease or damage, but will be replaced.
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Farmers Market moves to outside City Hall
Due to the City of Venice's
Downtown Beautification Project that kicks off July 9, the
Venice Farmers Market will be
moving from West Tampa Ave.
to Avenue Des Parques near
City Hall from Saturday, July 7
until the project is completed.
The Market will be using the
east side of Avenue Des
Parques between W. Venice
Ave and Granada Ave. The City
Hall parking area immediately
adjacent to Avenue Des
Parques will be used for vendors as well. The west side of
Avenue Des Parques will remain open for southbound
traffic.
Summer hours for the Farmers Market are Saturdays, 8
a.m. to noon. Customer parking is available in and around
City Hall, at the Lord-Higel
House, and at the Hecksher
Park tennis courts.
For more information, please
call Market Manager Lee Perron at 941-445-9209, email
lee.perron@comcast.net, or
visit
www.thevenicefarmersmarket.
org.
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Red tide FAQs from Mote Marine
What is Florida red tide?
A red tide, or harmful algal bloom, is a higher-than-normal concentration of a microscopic alga (plant-like organism). In Florida and the Gulf of
Mexico, the species that causes most red tides is Karenia brevis, often abbreviated as K. brevis. To distinguish K. brevis blooms from red tides
caused by other species of algae, researchers in Florida call it “Florida red tide.”
What causes a Florida red tide?
Florida red tide, or Karenia brevis, needs three components to form a bloom. The first is biology — the organism must be present in the water.
The second is the correct chemistry — nutrients that it needs to grow. And the third component is the right physical conditions — conditions
have to be right in order to concentrate and transport K. brevis.
Has coastal (nutrient) pollution caused the Florida red tide?
In contrast to the many red tide species that are fueled by nutrient pollution associated with urban or agricultural runoff, there is no direct link
between nutrient pollution and the frequency or severity of red tides caused by K. brevis. Florida red tides develop 10-40 miles offshore, away
from man-made nutrient sources. Red tides occurred in Florida long before human settlement, and severe red tides were observed in the mid1900s before the state’s coastlines were heavily developed. However, once red tides are transported inshore, they are capable of using manmade nutrients for their growth.
Why are red tides harmful?
Many red tides produce toxic chemicals that can affect both marine organisms and humans. The Florida red tide organism, K. brevis, produces
breve toxins that can affect the central nervous system of fish and other vertebrates, causing these animals to die. Wave action can break open
K. brevis cells and release these toxins into the air, leading to respiratory irritation. For people with severe or chronic respiratory conditions,
such as emphysema or asthma, red tide can cause serious illness. The red tide toxins can also accumulate in molluscan filter-feeders such as oysters and clams, which can lead to neurotoxic shellfish poisoning in people who consume contaminated shellfish.
Are red tides new to Florida?
No. Red tides were documented in the southern Gulf of Mexico as far back as the 1700s and along Florida's Gulf Coast in the 1840s. Fish kills
near Tampa Bay were even mentioned in the records of Spanish explorers.
How long does a Florida red tide bloom last?
Red tides can last as little as a few weeks or longer than a year. They can even subside and then reoccur. The duration of a bloom in nearshore
Florida waters depends on physical and biological conditions that influence its growth and persistence, including sunlight, nutrients and salinity,
as well as the speed and direction of wind and water currents.
Continued on page 7

Page 7

Venice City E-News

July 2018

Red tide FAQs from Mote Marine (con’t)
Can we predict where a red tide will occur?
Although the occurrence of a red tide cannot be predicted, scientists can forecast its movement using wind and water current data once
a bloom is located. Scientists also monitor the concentration of the red tide organism by collecting water samples routinely and in response to blooms. Red tide movement and concentration are important because the effects of a red tide, such as dead fish and human
respiratory irritation, depend on these factors. The information provided by forecasting and monitoring allows people to make informed
decisions regarding their beach-going activities.
Will I experience respiratory irritation during a Florida red tide?
Some people experience respiratory irritation (coughing, sneezing, tearing and an itchy throat) when the Florida red tide organism, K.
brevis, is present and winds blow onshore. Offshore winds usually keep respiratory effects experienced by those on the shore to a minimum. The Florida Department of Health advises people with severe or chronic respiratory conditions, such as emphysema or asthma, to
avoid red tide areas.
Is there a group of people who should avoid the beach during Florida red tide?
People with underlying chronic respiratory problems like asthma or COPD should avoid red tide areas, especially when winds are blowing toxins on or
near shore. The Florida Department of Health advises these people to avoid red tide areas.
Red tide seems to affect me even when I’m not right on the beach. Why?
Mote Marine Laboratory studies have shown that airborne red tide toxins can travel up to a mile inland, depending on the wind direction and other
weather patterns. That means, even if you are a few blocks away from the beach, the toxins could still be affecting you.
I don’t have a chronic lung disease, but still seem to be affected by the toxins. I live near the beach. What should I do to lessen the effects?
Keep your windows and doors closed, keep the air conditioning or heat on and make sure you check or change the unit’s filter regularly.
Where can I find updates on local beach conditions?
Currently, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission's Fish and Wildlife Research Institute and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration provide status reports about Florida red tides to the public.
Online at:
FWC weekly status updates: http://myfwc.com/research/redtide/events/status/
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA): http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/hab/
Area beach conditions are also available at: www.visitbeaches.org
To report a fish kill, go to: myfwc.com/FishKill
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

At left, surrounded by members of the Venice Police Department, new Police Officer Mathiew Navajas is sworn in by
Mayor John Holic during the June 12 City Council meeting.
Below left, as his wife April, other family members and fellow
officers look on, Sean Hammett, a longtime School Resource
Officer, is sworn in as a VPD sergeant by Mayor Holic June 12.
Below, new VPD Officer Nicole Ostroski smiles as she shakes
hands with Mayor Holic after being sworn in June 12.
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
The City of Venice Planning Commission, from
left, Thomas Murphy, Helen Moore, Janis Fawn,
Barry Snyder, Shaun Graser, Jerry Towery and Kit
McKeon, accepted the Florida Planning and Zoning Association’s 2018 Grass Roots/Public Involve-

ment Award at the June 19 Planning Commission
meeting. This award was presented to the City of
Venice’s Planning & Zoning Department on June
8 in Orlando. The award lauded the community
engagement that went into the Comprehensive
Plan Update. The Planning Department and
Planning Commission had over 60 various public
engagement meetings held on the Comprehensive Plan and there was extensive public involve-

ment on this project. Congratulations to all on
this well-deserved award.

Council Member Mitzie
Fiedler received recognition from Mayor John
Holic during the June 26
City Council meeting
for her completion of
the Advanced Institute
for Elected Municipal
Officials in Tampa.
Photos: Shirley Gibson
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Megarie Van Sickel, Executive Director of the American Red Cross of
Southwest Florida, presented the 2018 Community Spirit Award to Fire
Chief Shawn Carvey and Deputy Fire Chief Frank Giddens at the June 26
City Council meeting. The Venice Fire Department had contributed significantly to the success of the home fire campaign. As a partner, they
have initiated the installations of smoke alarms in the communities of
Country Club Estates, Ridgewood Mobile Home Park, Venice Municipal
Mobile Home Park, Venice Bay Adult Mobile Home Park, and Bay Indies.
In addition, they have provided emergency preparedness information to
the recipients of the alarms and have made these homes safer. To date,
they have installed 468 alarms in 182 homes. Photos: Shirley Gibson
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Sertoma members Billy Rhodes,
Stephen Lingley, Kit McKeon, Judy
Braham, Venice Mainstreet’s Erin
Silk and Jan Kleckner presented a
check in the amount of $10,000 to
the City of Venice for the annual
Fourth of July Fireworks display at
the June 26 City Council meeting.

City Council Member Jeanette
Gates presents a first-place trophy
to Venice Fire Chief Shawn Carvey, Deputy Chief Frank Giddens,
Lt. Derek Lowery and Battalion
Chief Scott Blanchard (not pic-

tured) June 26 following the Fire
Department’s win in the recent
Suncoast BBQ & Bluegrass First
Responders Annual Challenge
Clays Tournament.
Photos: Shirley Gibson
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

City Council as well as Development Services Director Jeff Shrum (at
right, fifth from left) and his Planning team (including Planner Katherine Woellner, Administrative Coordinator Christina Rimes, Administrative Coordinator JoAnne Crawn-Brewer, Planner Isaac Anderson,
GIS Technician Kelsey Mahoney, Planning Manager Roger Clark, and
Senior Planner Scott Pickett) were presented the Florida Planning and
Zoning Association 2018 Grass Roots/Public Involvement Award for

the City’s 2017 Comprehensive Plan Update at the June 26 Council
meeting. The Comprehensive Plan went through a major rewrite that
took a little over 2 years to complete and involved over 80 public
meetings. Photos: Shirley Gibson
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Evacuation Center (Hurricane Shelter) Information for Residents
In the event of a hurricane watch, Sarasota County will open all identified evacuation centers (hurricane shelters) at the same time.
* All evacuation centers will be pet friendly. Your dog or cat must be kept in a carrier.
* Hurricane evacuation centers are not hotels and will not be able to provide any conveniences or luxuries. You will have no privacy, limited space approximately 20 square feet per person in a public classroom or hallway, and meal service may be delayed. Evacuation centers cannot provide bedding,
cots or blankets.
* Going to an evacuation center should always be considered a last-resort measure.
* Never go to an evacuation center until local officials announce it is open.
* Evacuation center information will be updated on the county and city websites (scgov.net and venicegov.com), on local radio and television stations
and on the county and city Facebook and Twitter accounts.
HURRICANE EVACUATION CENTERS

ADDRESS

North Port High School

6400 W. Price Blvd., North Port

Heron Creek Middle School

6501 W. Price Blvd., North Port

Woodland Middle School

2700 Panacea Blvd., North Port

Atwater Elementary School

4701 Huntsville Ave., North Port

Booker Middle School

2250 Myrtle St., Sarasota

Brookside Middle School

3636 S. Shade Ave., Sarasota

Southside Elementary School

1901 Webber St., Sarasota

Riverview High School

1 Ram Way, Sarasota

Booker High School

3201 N. Orange Ave., Sarasota

Phillippi Shores Elementary School

4747 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota

Gulf Gate Elementary School

6500 S. Lockwood Ridge Road, Sarasota

Continued on page 14
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Evacuation Center (Hurricane Shelter) Information for Residents
What to Bring to an Evacuation Center
Flashlight (in case your center loses power).

Snacks or special foods.

Your insurance, Medicare or Medicaid cards, driver license or photo I.D.

Bedding and pillows.

Your children’s immunization and other important health and insurance records.

Book or electronic entertainment items with headphones and chargers.
Change of clothing.

Each family member’s medications, along with dosage information and physician’s contact information.

Personal hygiene items (including toilet paper).

Drinking water.

Games/comfort items for children.
NOTE: There are currently no evacuation centers (hurricane shelters) in the City of
Venice, only rally points, where residents can go to be transported to shelters.

Transportation Plan for Hurricane Evacuation Centers
If you cannot drive
to an evacuation center:
Sarasota County will provide bus transportation for you and your pets (along with a limited amount of supplies) to and from a general population evacuation
center. This program is activated only when Sarasota County has a declared county emergency, an activation is ordered, and evacuation centers are opened.

Transportation will be offered at designated rally points throughout the county.
Keep in mind …
 Transportation will be provided by Sarasota County Area Transit and school district buses.
Continued on page 15
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Evacuation Center (Hurricane Shelter) Information for Residents
Transportation Plan for Hurricane Evacuation Centers (con’t)
 Space on buses will be limited.
 Baggage is limited to two carry-on sized bags per person that can be stored under a seat or held in lap.
 Pets must be in a crate or carrier, and you must bring all pet supplies.
 Passengers cannot specify what shelter they will be transported to. Your return home could be delayed.

Important: All transportation will cease when landfall is expected within eight hours.

Venice area rally points include: Venice Community Center, 326 Nokomis Ave. S., Venice; Garden Elementary School, 700 Center Road;
Venice; Taylor Ranch Elementary, 2500 Taylor Ranch Trail, South Venice (off U.S. 41); Laurel Park, 509 Collins Road, Nokomis; and Pine View

School, 1 Python Path, Osprey. Go to scgov.net for a full list.

If you are able to drive to a rally point:
 Drive locally to a rally point and park vehicle.
 Receive transportation to an evacuation center.

No registration needed. Information/instruction will be provided at rally point.

Bus route:
Pick-up transportation to a rally point and center via Sarasota County Area Transit disaster bus route (SCAT's modified Sunday bus route).
Visit scgov.net for schedules.

Continued on page 16
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Evacuation Center (Hurricane Shelter) Information for Residents
Transportation Plan for Hurricane Evacuation Centers (con’t)
Register for public transportation:
 For those who cannot drive or otherwise be transported by family, friends or neighbors, Sarasota County will provide last-resort, free bus transportation for

you and your pets (along with a limited amount of supplies) to and from a general population, evacuation center. Transportation will be offered at designated rally points throughout the county.
 Complete the online registration form at scgov.net (Under “I Want To,” or keywords “transportation plan”). All county libraries are available to help with

online registration for those without a computer. You can also call 941-861-5000.
 The form will include guidance for those who cannot drive or walk to a designated rally point.

Rally points may change depending on the severity of a storm.
Residents who preregister will receive an automated telephone message with information about the location of rally points and when they will be picked up.
Important: The online registration process will cease when landfall is expected within 60 hours.

If you have special medical needs (require a lift assist from a wheelchair, need a caregiver’s help for other activities of daily living, use an oxygen tank, etc.),
you must register separately as a medically dependent person along with your caregiver. This can be done now at scgov.net, or call 941-861-5000.

Take the City’s Hurricane Preparedness Survey!
The City of Venice has launched a Hurricane Preparedness Survey to measure how ready our citizens are for the current hurricane season, which
runs June 1 through Nov. 30. We encourage all City residents to take this brief survey to aid staff in determining your future storm preparation
needs. To take the survey, please go to: www.surveymonkey.com/r/VeniceHurricanePreparedness2018.
The survey can also be accessed on the city’s website, www.venicegov.com, in the “News” section at the bottom of the homepage; and on the
city’s Facebook page: Venice, Florida Municipal Government.
Thank you in advance for taking this survey! The deadline to submit is Friday, July 27.
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Evacuation Levels for the Venice Area

POTENTIAL STORM
SURGE HEIGHT
THRESHOLDS
(IN FEET)
A=10 B=14 C=18
D=26 E=32
Know the Evacuation Level for your home! Visit https://ags2.scgov.net/KnowYourZone/
and type your street address in the top left search bar.
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Sign up for CodeRED phone notifications
Hurricane season runs June 1 through Nov. 30 — have you signed up for CodeRED yet?
The City of Venice uses CodeRED to send emergency notifications by phone, email, text and
social media to keep citizens informed of emergencies such as evacuation notices, utility outages, water main breaks, fire or floods, chemical spills, or other emergency situations. Many residents found the free service extremely useful before, during and
after Hurricane Irma in September 2017, when multiple CodeREDs were sent out.
The city also uses CodeRED Weather Warning, a unique service that automatically notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after a warning has been issued by the National Weather Service. The CodeRED Weather Warning is also available to city residents at no cost.
The city may also activate CodeRED to send general notifications to registered subscribers to communicate non-life safety matters, such as planned road
closures, water main repairs, and water and power service interruptions. By selecting the box for general alerts, you will also receive these types of notifications. Registering for CodeRED is quick and easy: Sign up online at www.venicegov.com. At the top of the homepage, click on “CodeRed” (above the Search
bar). Click on the link to sign up and select the second option, “NO, I would like to review and submit my information,” and fill in the fields. Then add the following numbers to your caller ID or contacts: 866-419-5000, Emergency Calls; 855-969-4636, General Calls; and 800-566-9780, Weather Warnings.
Things to know about CodeRED
CodeRED delivers notifications by phone calls to landlines and cell phones, emails, texts, social media, and/or mobile alerts. It is compatible with TDD/TTY
devices for those with hearing impairments. Individuals and businesses may add as many phone numbers, emails and text numbers as desired.
Residents and visitors alike can receive enhanced public safety alerts no matter where you are located via the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, a free public safety
app for both Android and iPhone users. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app delivers community and emergency alerts to individuals targeted within an impacted
geographical area so that you may also receive timely notifications when you’re on the road, or away from home.
If you are currently a CodeRED subscriber who has already registered your cellphone to receive notifications from the City of Venice, you will continue to
receive calls. However, if you download the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, you will also receive alerts via your smartphone anywhere in the country, including
Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Alaska. To download the free CodeRED Mobile Alert app, visit the Google Play or iTunes store.
For more information about the CodeRED service, or to sign up by phone, call 941-882-7401.
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Consumer Confidence Report on Water Quality available
The City of Venice Utilities Department provides high-quality drinking water
to approximately 11,000 connections and services over 22,000 customers.
The 2017 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report can be found on the City’s
website, www.venicegov.com, by hovering on the “Services” tab at the top of

the homepage, then clicking on Utilities. This Consumer Confidence Report
contains important information about the source and quality of your drinking
water.
If you have any questions or to obtain more information, please contact the
Utilities Department at 941-480-3333. Office hours are Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The emergency after-hours number is 941-486-2770.

Venice makes ‘Top 15 Best Beach Towns’ listing
Venice made a listing of 2018’s Top 15 Best Beach Towns to Live in, in a study
conducted by personal finance website WalletHub.com and published in June. To
determine the most livable beachside communities, WalletHub compared 205
cities across 58 key metrics. The data set ranges from housing costs to share of forsale waterfront homes to quality of beach water.
With 1 being the best and 81 average, Venice scored 23rd in Violent Crime Rate,
20th in Quality of Beach Water, and 17th in Water Temperature.
To view the full study, go to https://wallethub.com/edu/best-beach-towns-tolive-in/36567/.
here.
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Accreditation team invites public comments about VPD
A team of assessors from the Commission for Florida Law Enforcement Accreditation (CFA) will arrive Aug. 14 to examine all aspects of the Venice Police Department’s policies and procedures, management, operations, and support services. The Venice Police Department has to comply with approximately 260
standards in order to receive accredited status. Many of the standards are critical to life, health and safety issues.
As part of the assessment, agency members and the general public are invited to offer comments to the assessment team. A
copy of the standards manual is available through the Venice Police Department’s Records Division at 941-486-2670 or the Florida
Commission for Law Enforcement Accreditation website at http://flaccreditation.org/standards.htm. For more information regarding CFA or for persons wishing to offer written comments about the Venice Police Department’s ability to meet the standards of
accreditation, please write: CFA, P.O. Box 1489, Tallahassee, FL 32302; or email info@flaccreditation.org.
The Accreditation Coordinator for the Venice Police Department is Kevin Vespia. He said the assessment team is composed of
law enforcement practitioners from similar agencies. The assessors will review written materials, interview individuals, and visit
offices and other areas where compliance can be witnessed. Once the Commission’s assessors complete their review of the agency, they report back to the full Commission, which will then determine if the agency is to maintain accredited status. The Venice
Police Department’s accreditation is valid for 3 years. Verification by the team that the Venice Police Department meets the Commission’s standards is part of a voluntary process to gain or maintain accreditation — a highly prized recognition of law enforcement professional excellence, Police Chief Tom Mattmuller said.

Like and Follow us on Facebook:
Venice, Florida Municipal Government
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NEW PUBLIC SAFETY FACILTY
City Council got an update June 26 on
the design concept for the new Venice
Public Safety Facility planned for East Venice Avenue. Daniel Barrett, Project Manager with Dewberry Architects, made the

presentation, which included the site plan
and exterior rendering shown at right.
Voters approved a $16 million bond referendum in November 2016 to build a
new 25,000-square-foot, hurricanehardened Public Safety Facility to serve as
a new home for the Venice Police Department and emergency operations center

during a natural disaster or manmade incident. The 10-acre complex is bordered by
East Venice Avenue, Kunze Road and Auburn Woods Circle, with landscape buffers
and entry for the public. Ground is expected to be broken on the project next
year.
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VHS Baseball Parade of Champions rolls through town
Hundreds turned out
June 13 for a downtown
parade to celebrate
Venice High School’s
2018 FHSAA 7A baseball
state champions and
Class 2A wrestling state
champion in the 138-lb.
weight class, Dan
Stone. The parade was
followed by a rally and
cookout in Centennial
Park. Hot dogs and ice
cream were provided by
Serve Florida, and Tshirts were sold. Proceeds and donations
went toward purchasing
championship rings for
the athletes.
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VMA VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

Thomas VanDyke
Editor’s Note: This feature spotlights the hardworking, dedicated volunteers at
the Venice Museum & Archives.
How long have you lived in the area? Ten years. I’m originally from southern
Michigan/northern Indiana, so I have Midwestern historical and cultural values. I
was in a Civil War uniform when I was 6! I found out later I had an ancestor in
the war. I’ve also lived in Franklin, Tenn. I have been a Civil War re-enactor for
20 years. My wife does it too; she performs the duties of a hospital steward —
she dresses like a soldier and hides her hair. Re-enacting does take me away
from this century.
What drew you to Venice? A career move. I had been working in the IT field,
and I came here to start a home-care business for seniors. I enjoyed being anonymous in the community here at first. Then one day I got in my car and dropped
my name off around town. I felt I had the time, energy and talent to contribute.
As a result of that day trip, I became involved with Big Brothers, the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, Red Cross, and Civil War Roundtable.
How long have you volunteered at the Venice Museum? Three years.
What led you to start volunteering? As a living historian, I was looking for an opportunity to make a contribution to local history and preservation efforts. I
like the history of the South — the Village of Manatee was the southernmost start of secession. I tend to do this wherever I live. When I lived in Franklin, I was
the head of preservation efforts there to save a battlefield. We were wonderfully successful and continued the charge. When I think of history, it starts before
(Venice’s) 90 years — but history has to start somewhere. My history interests start before the Indians.
When do you come in? One day a
week.
What are some of your duties? A recepThe Venice Museum & Archives could use more vol* Be reliable
tion person and guide on the main floor.
unteers. Those interested should go to the VMA,
* Be available for the same 3-hour shift each week on
What do you like most about the
housed in the Triangle Inn at 351 Nassau St. S., on Ven- a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday
Museum? It provides visitors with a look
ice island, and fill out an application. Museum staff will
* Check their email every day (non-negotiable)
into the past. This city was founded as a
contact you for an interview if your skills and interests
* Be computer literate
progressive, blueprint town built on
match the museum’s needs. Experience is not neces* Provide tours of the first floor

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?

Continued on page 24

sary, but preferred.
Prospective docents must:
* Be a people person

* Sell items in the gift shop and make change
* Answer the phone
* Assist staff as necessary
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Underwater cleanup at Fishing Pier set for July 29
The SunCoast Reef Rovers’ (Venice Dive Club) annual underwater cleanup of the Venice Fishing Pier near
Sharky’s restaurant is scheduled for Sunday morning, July 29 (weather and red tide permitting).
Organizers are looking for divers, snorkelers, kayakers and topside helpers —-everyone is welcome to
attend.
Divers will enter the water at 10 a.m. and exit the water sometime on or before 11:30 a.m. Divers need to
be a certified Scuba diver and comfortable diving in low-visibility water with debris and sharp objects in the
area.
If interested in participating, please email Ken.Lackmann@fl.usda.gov and let him know if you will be a
diver, snorkeler, kayaker or topside helper.
Please remember to bring your dive flag, some line and attached weights so the Venice Police boat can
place them in the water around the Pier.
Divers should arrive between 9-9:30 a.m. to allow plenty of time to get ready and be able to enter the
water at 10. There will be a pre-dive briefing at 9:45 a.m. to cover the dive plan, held at the water’s edge
under the Pier.
The Venice Police Department and Sarasota Bay Watch will be assisting with the cleanup. Sharky’s will
provide a buffet lunch for everyone involved in the cleanup (50-person cap). Lunch will cost $5 per person,
with a choice of chicken sandwich, fish and chips, burger, or salad, with soda or ice tea. Server tip not included. Please let Ken Lackmann know if you plan to stay for lunch.
Besides gloves and underwater trash bags no other supplies/gear/tanks/weights, etc. of any kind will be
provided for the divers, snorkelers, kayakers or topside helpers. Please bring your own dive gear, tanks,
cutting supplies, kayaks, snorkel gear, etc.
Divers please remember: add extra weight to help keep you down in the shallower water; bring something to cut fishing line and possible crab trap lines; bring gloves to protect your hands and protective clothing (wetsuit) to protect the rest of your body from sharp objects in and around the Pier. If you have any lift bags, it would be a good idea to bring them. All
divers, including SCRR club members, please bring a copy of your dive certification card so organizers can attach it to the SCRR Dive Club waiver form.
Topside individuals and kayakers please remember: bring protective gloves and clothes you do not mind getting wet and dirty; and if you have any heavyduty rope that is 40 feet or longer, please bring it.

Volunteer, from page 23

prosperity — but maybe we shouldn’t be so fast to fill up every space. The
Museum can help educate people.
How is the VMA an asset to our city? With so many newcomers, it pro-

vides those who walk through its doors a connection to values and experiences of our predecessors, thus a sense of enduring community. It’s nice to have
a place in town where you can see old photos, the “where it used to be.” I’m
happy to be a part of that.
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VABI’S URBAN FOREST
Before, during and after photos at Venice Area Beautification
Inc.’s new Urban Forest, located on about 26 acres of land between the eastern leg of the Waterway Trail and the Seaboard
Industrial section, extending between the Venice Avenue and
Circus Bridges. All this work occurred in under 30 days. The proposed corridor will extend a distance of about 1.75 miles. Once
completed, the Urban Forest will provide sanctuary for migratory birds as well as enhance stormwater management and improve the community's water resources. It will also provide an
environmental buffer between the ICW and the light industrial
area adjacent to the corridor. Photos: VABI Urban Forest
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Police K9 Mako receives body armor
Venice Police Department K9 Mako has received a bullet and stab protective vest thanks to a
charitable donation from nonprofit organization Vested Interest in K9s Inc. K9 Mako’s vest was
sponsored by the Staten Island Companion Dog Training Club, Inc. of Staten Island, N.Y., and embroidered with the sentiment “Gifted by S.I. Companion Dog Training Club Inc.”

Vested Interest in K9s is a 501(c)(3) charity located in East Taunton, Mass., whose mission is to
provide bullet and stab protective vests and other assistance to dogs of law enforcement and related agencies throughout the United States. The nonprofit was established in 2009 to assist law enforcement agencies with this potentially lifesaving body armor for their four-legged K9 officers.
Since its inception, Vested Interest has provided over 3,000 protective vests in 50 states, through
private and corporate donations, at a value of $5.7 million.
The program is open to dogs actively employed in the U.S. with law enforcement or related agencies who are certified and at least 20 months of age. New K9 graduates, as well as K9s with expired

vests, are eligible to participate.
The donation to provide one protective vest for a law enforcement K9 is $950. Each vest has a
value of $1,744 to $2,283, a five-year warranty, and an average weight of 4-5 pounds. There is an
estimated 30,000 law enforcement K9s throughout the United States.
For more information or to learn about volunteer opportunities, please call 508-824-6978. Vested Interest in K9s provides information, lists events, and accepts tax-deductible donations of any
denomination at www.vik9s.org or mailed to P.O. Box 9 East Taunton, MA 02718.
K9 Mako is a 4-year-old German shepherd who is dual-certified in narcotics and criminal appre-

hension and is assigned to K9 Officer Kristen Kimson. Mako began his career with the Venice Police
Department at only 10 months old in March 2015, and was dual-certified just after his first birthday. Since then he has completed hundreds of hours of training and is known for his odor work.
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BRUSH FIRE NEAR AIRPORT
At 9:33 a.m. June 4, the Venice Fire Department responded to the Venice Airport for an outside fire. Upon arrival, firefighters found a quarteracre fire burning in heavy brush and trees. The blaze was approximately
a half-mile south of the Circus Bridge near the Airport festival Grounds.
The fire started in a homeless camp just off the Legacy Trail. It took responders about an hour to gain control and put out the blaze. No injuries or homes were damaged, Fire Rescue officials said.
Photos: Jim Eppley, Steve Worobel
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Water Main Replacement Program, Phase 5 construction to begin on Pensacola Road
History: The City has many areas where the water mains are beyond their useful life, undersized, and located in rear easements of commercial and residential properties. Access to rear lots becomes more difficult due to fences, landscaping, and vegetation growing in these areas. Gaining access to rear lots is
inconvenient to property owners and adds time for service calls, ultimately increasing costs to the City and its customers. Relocating water services and installing replacement water mains to the front or side rights-of-way allows City Utilities staff to safely and efficiently maintain the water system.
Boil Water Notices: Some water shutdowns will be necessary to perform the work. As a precautionary measure,
boil water advisories are required by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) when an interruption in service causes customers to have low or no water pressure. Advisories are provided via a door hanger to
affected properties. Additionally, notices are posted on the City’s website and entered into the CodeRed emergency
system; more information the CodeRed system
can be found on page 18 of this newsletter.
Project: Construction will begin in July on
Pensacola Road, part of the Water Main Replacement Program, Phase 5. This phase in-

Old, inoperable water valve.

cludes approximately 9,610 lineal feet of new
water main that will be installed and 160 water
services and meters to be relocated. Additionally, 36 valves, 7 fire hydrants, and various appurtenances will be installed.
Once the new water mains have passed all
testing, they can be connected to the existing
system.
The final step is to grout the old water mains
Lots shown as red in the Phase 5 boundary are properties where private and abandon them in place.
service lines will be relocated to the right-of-way; some properties may
have been recently added or omitted. For information specific to your
property, contact Cynthia Fitzpatrick, Utilities Project Coordinator, at
941-882-7290.

New water valve.
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Report city issues with just a few clicks
The City of Venice uses SeeClickFix platform, Venice Connect, which allows citizens to quickly report
various issues
to city officials
like potholes,
roadside junk,
code violations, and traffic signal/sign problems’ to
name a few. SeeClickFix will assign your issue to
the appropriate department. Registered SeeClickFix
users will receive an email when there is an update
and can also come back to check the status of a
submitted ticket at any time. It’s as easy as that!
With the free SeeClickFix mobile app and web
tools, citizens are able to provide city staff with a
picture of the area and enter specific descriptions
about the issue which is valuable in getting the job
done efficiently. In addition, the SeeClickFix
platform provides city officials with a centralized
issue management system to monitor progress of
submitted issues from creation to resolution and
also allows us to engage citizens throughout the
process.
The City has been using SeeClickFix since 2016
and has processed over nearly 1,500 issues. During
the past few years, your issues submitted on
SeeClickFix have helped the city handle exposed
wires that needed immediate attention, roadside
junk needing to be picked up, code violations,
awareness of speeders in residential areas’ and
having street lights fixed and/or replaced.
You are our eyes and ears and we value your assistance with maintaining the safety and beauty of
Venice.

Did you know?
When a ticket is submitted to SeeClickFix, it captures the location you are in at the time of submission. As a result, please make sure that you
are providing the specific location of the issue being reported by either submitting the issue at that
exact location OR by entering the location address
in the description of issue.
You can attach a photo when submitting your
issue. Photos are incredibly helpful to us here at
the city. It allows us to quickly identify the problem
area being reported and ensure that work crews
are safely being sent to the right location.
The City works closely with the Sarasota County
Contact Center, Florida Power & Light (FPL) and
the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT).
Many times the city receives issues that fall under
the jurisdiction of one of these agencies. We can
forward the issue submitted to us directly to Sarasota County using the SeeClickFix app OR we personally reach out to FDOT and/or FPL with matters
that fall under their jurisdiction. Having effective
communication with these agencies is key in making sure we continue to maintain the safety of our
citizens and guests here in the City of Venice. In
addition, we continue to monitor and do follow ups
with our counterparts to ensure these issues are
handled in a timely manner.

ceive tickets that are “recommendations” rather
than something that needs to be fixed. Although
we do value your recommendations, we are unable
to keep the ticket open but have noted them and
have forwarded them to the appropriate department for their review. City Hall is open from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, and we can be
reached at 941-486-2626.
If you should have questions or need further assistance with the SeeClickFix website, please contact Shirley Gibson at 941-882-7439 or by email at
sgibson@venicegov.com
Law enforcement issues are considered an
emergency nature and need to be reported directly
to the Venice Police Department by calling 911. The
non-emergency number is 941-486-2444.
After- hours Utilities emergencies can be reported at 941-486-2770.
Animal concerns such as raccoons or coyotes
should NOT be entered into SeeClickFix. For more
information on these issues, call the Wildlife Center
of Venice at 941-484-9657 or Sarasota County
Sheriff’s Animal Services at 941-861-9500.

Sign me up!
SeeClickFix is available as an app for Android or
IPhone. Select SeeClickFix from your app store on
your device. There is also a link to the program at
the top of the homepage on the city’s website,
Important side note information
www.venicegov.com (above the search bar), or go
We do our best here at the city to ensure we directly to SeeClickFix at http://
handle all tickets promptly; however, there are www.seeclickfix.com/venice
times that we may need sufficient time to
complete certain requests. In addition, we do re- — Provided by Shirley Gibson
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KEEPING VENICE BEAUTIFUL
Seventeen members of Team KVB
(Keep Venice Beautiful) removed
hundreds of crynum lilies from
around the mother plants and other
brush June 7 at Maxine Barritt Park

June 7. With the assistance of a Sarasota County employee, the group
then opened up the back trail at the
Park, collecting 9 truckloads.
Photos: Team KVB

Seventeen KVBers collected 7 truckloads of materials in
3 hours from the Venetian Waterway Trail on the south
side of Country Club Estates on June 14. The City of
Venice is appreciative of their volunteer efforts!

July 2018
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KEEPING VENICE BEAUTIFUL
On July 21, 18 members of Team
KVB spent 3 hours removing
Australian pines and trash from
the beach dunes while avoiding
turtle nests. With the blessing of
Sarasota County Parks and Recreation and the Mote Marine
Sea Turtle Patrol, the group
moved from the Venice Fishing
Pier to Venice Beach. They removed about 75 Australian
pines, roots and all, and cut back
and marked another two dozen
too large for them to pull. In
addition, volunteers removed
some isolated Brazilian pepper.
Photos: Team KVB

On June 14, Team KVB assisted Venice Airport staff with a post-Hurricane Irma
debris pile at the entrance to the Festival Grounds, with members making the pile
accessible to the City’s grapple truck. Airport staff lent their front-end loader and
power saw. Before (top) and after photos are shown here.

July 2018
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AROUND TOWN

The Venice Museum & Archives is looking for any information on a
large trunk filled with family photo albums, books, and portraits
dropped off outside the museum the weekend of June 8. The name
seen on the majority of the photos is “Graue.” If you have any
knowledge of who these photos belong to or who dropped them
off, please contact the museum at 941-882-7229.

On June 15, VPD Lieutenants J. Chappa, Andy Leisenring and Jason Adams
graduated from a week-long Command Leadership Institute class presented
by Law Enforcement Executive Development Association (FBI-LEEDA). The
Sarasota County Sheriff's Office hosted the event.
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AROUND TOWN

Public Works employees were hard at work on a
recent beautiful morning trimming the palm trees
on Miami Avenue. Top and bottom left, Jay Pollard
from Public Works trims the palms trees from a
bucket truck. Bottom right, Mike Cararo uses the
City’s new 2018 claw truck to pick up the fallen debris from the sidewalk. Photos: Shirley Gibson
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AROUND TOWN

The VPD Marine Patrol Unit, right,
assisted in a South Jetty underwater cleanup June 3, sponsored by
the Suncoast Reef Rovers (Venice
Dive Club). There were over 40 vol-

unteers and more than 500 pounds
of debris was removed. Our goal is
to keep the waterways clean and
hazard-free for everyone to enjoy!

Venice Fire Inspector Cynthia Dehler performs fire inspections around the City June 25.
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AROUND TOWN

Mayor John Holic, above, Council members and the City of Venice sponsored an employee picnic at Sharky’s on the Pier June
30, attended by nearly 200 City employees and their family
members. To-go-boxes were also delivered to City employees
from Fire, Public Works and Solid Waste departments working
that Saturday.

Airport staff including Al Schudel, pictured
here, worked in mid-June to remove a postHurricane Irma debris pile at the entrance to
the Festival Grounds, with assistance from
volunteers from Keep Venice Beautiful and
Skip Petitt from Public Works, who provided
a grapple truck. Photo: Jim Eppley
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At right, participants in Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator
Darlene Culpepper’s monthly
6-mile bike ride around the
island of Venice June 13. The
next ride is at 10 a.m. July 11.
Just bring your bicycle and a

helmet to City Hall! Below,
Recycling Supervisor Chase
Banyas and Solid Waste Driver Ed Wix help block off the
VHS baseball parade route
with City vehicles on June 13.

The Venice Museum & Archives, 351 Nassau St. S., has a selection
of fine gifts, including a fossilized whale vertebra for that person
who has everything. All necklaces and earrings are made locally
with locally found shark’s teeth and are very affordable. Gift shop
prices start at $1.
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Venice Theatre

Venice Art Center

Venice Performing Arts Center

140 Tampa Ave. W.
941-488-1115
www.venicestage.com

390 Nokomis Ave. S.
941-485-7136
www.veniceartcenter.com

1 Indian Ave.
941-480-3191
www.veniceperformingartscenter.com

“6th Annual Cabaret Festival”
July 13-Aug. 26

“Reflections”

“Journey to the Past with Sarah Cassidy”
July 13-14
“Let Me Be There — Michele Pruyn & Patti Highland”
July 14-15
“Eric Waters: I’ll Be Seeing You”
July 19-20
“Seussical Jr.”
July 20-22
“Mommy Needs a Drink with Alana Opie”
July 21-22
“It’s About Time with Diana Vytell
July 26-27
“Tribute to the Carpenters”
July 28-29

July 13-Aug. 17

“VIP Arts — Summer Academy”
June 2-July 21
“Free Concerts Featuring Music Camp Students”
Venice Symphony
July 13
“Venice Concert Band”
Nov. 5
“Festa Italia!”
Venice Symphony
Nov. 16

“Tis the Season”
Venice Chorale
Dec. 2
“Venice Concert Band”
Dec. 3
“The Nutcracker”
Dec. 8-9
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Next ride is July 11!
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DOWNTOWN TREES MARKED FOR REMOVAL

WATERING RULES
City of Venice residents are permitted to irrigate lawns
one day per week:
Even addresses on Tuesdays
Odd addresses on Thursdays
Before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. for properties under 2
acres. For properties 2 acres or greater, watering is allowed
before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.
Hand watering hot spots and micro-irrigation of other
plants is allowed on any day, at any time.
New and replaced lawns get a 60-day exemption. Irrigation can occur any time of day on the day of installation,
and during the restricted hours on any day thereafter for up
to 60 days.
There are no restrictions on car washing, pressure washing, use of fountains or use of reuse or reclaimed water. A
shut-off nozzle on hoses should be used for car washing and
hand watering of garden plants. Conservation is encouraged.

Trees that will be removed during the
Downtown Beautification Project are
marked and removal will begin the week of
July 9. The 71 trees being removed are either in conflict with proposed improve-

Watch city meetings

ments, were damaged during Hurricane
Irma or are diseased (such as the canary
date palms). New landscaping including

To access meeting agendas, visit www.venicegov.com.

over 300 new tress will be installed along

In the middle of the homepage at left, click on the Meetings button,

the entire project boundary, including a

find the meeting you want to view, look to the right of it and click on

complete upgrade of the W. Venice Avenue

Agenda, click open and view. To watch City meetings, instead of clicking

median, according to City Engineer Kath-

on Agenda, click on Video or “In progress.”

leen Weeden. Downtown will remain open

They are also rebroadcast the week after the meeting on Access 19
(Comcast Channel 19; Verizon/Frontier Channel 32).

for business throughout the process, with
pedestrian pathways and ample parking at
Centennial Park.

