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Staff with Venice Public Works and Utilities departments pose for a group photo at Legacy Park. May 20-26 has been
designated National Public Works Week for 2018, with the theme, “The Power of Public Works.” The week celebrates
the vital role Public Works plays in connecting people and their communities with the city. See related story, page 4
To be placed on the newsletter distribution list, email city Public Information
Officer Lorraine Anderson at landerson@venicegov.com or call 941-882-7401.
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Public Works, Utilities services are vital to Venice
The City of Venice employs 57 Public Works and 68 Utilities workers. Public Works staff
includes Solid Waste/Recycling, Parks, Maintenance and Fleet. Utilities includes employees
at both the water production and water reclamation plants.
The Public Works Parks and Maintenance departments have many responsibilities
throughout the city, according to Assistant Director Ricky Simpson.
The Parks department is responsible for more than 30 parks varying in size, takes care of
right-of-way mowing, median landscaping, irrigation, maintaining and oversight of more
than 7,000 trees, and trash removal of city-placed trashcans. Employees also maintain the
Children's Fountain in Centennial Park — keeping it to swimming pool standards —along
with all the other fountains throughout the city.
The Maintenance department has multiple sections, including facilities maintenance, carpenter shop, sign technician, roadside maintenance crew and stormwater crew. The facilities maintenance section oversees all city facilities and over 600 city street lights. The carpenter shop builds all the city benches and trashcans by hand, in addition to taking care of
minor construction needs throughout the city. The sign technician maintains all city street
signs, as well as sets up maintenance of traffic and road barricades for all special events. The
roadside maintenance crew is responsible for sidewalk issues, road hazards, asphalt repairs
and many other miscellaneous duties throughout the city. The stormwater crew maintains
Above, a Solid Waste truck

city right-of-way ditches and drainage, along with street sweeping.
“Public Works staff have taken ownership of responsibilities within the city,” Simpson said.
“The quality of work has improved tremendously and I am truly impressed. We need to capture the talent of our senior staff and continue to build a solid succession plan for the future
of the city.”

collects debris following
Hurricane Irma in September 2017. At right, Utilities
crews work on a poststorm water main break.

The Solid Waste and Recycling Department collects items six days a week, according to
Superintendent Bob Moroni. These services range from automated and manual waste collection to recycling, yard waste, bulk yard waste, bulk waste, construction and demolition.
Continued on page 5
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Public Works, from page 4

Here’s a breakdown:
* 20 employees
* 10,000 single-family homes — garbage, recycling and yard waste
* 850 dumpsters — a combination of garbage and recycling
* 2,000 recycling cans a week
* 55 roll-offs pulled weekly
* 40 piles of bulk yard waste and bulk garbage weekly
“We also supply almost all of the solid waste and recycling services for all of the special events in
town,” Moroni said. “All of our collections comply with state and local requirements. We maintain our
roll-offs and dumpsters.”
Staff is currently working on Phase 3 of the automated trash can program, which will encompass the
island of Venice, in 2019.
“All of our collectors work tirelessly to keep the City of Venice beautiful and clean,” Moroni added.
The services provided by the Utilities Department, which include both drinking water and wastewater,
are essential to the health, economy, comfort and environment of the City of Venice, says Director Javier
Continued on page 6

Far left, Wally Petersen with Solid
Waste has been
with the City of
Venice since November 2016. At
left, Kevin Barrett, a
stormwater crew
leader for Public
Works, has been
with the city for 27
years.
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Vargas. Utilities produces about 2.3 million gallons of drinking water daily be
treating groundwater with a reverseosmosis process. The water reclamation
facility utilizes advanced treatment technologies to transform wastewater into
clean, reusable water for irrigation —
about 2.4 million gallons a day.
The utility sector is vulnerable to many
types of threats, such as natural disasters or man-made incidents that may
disrupt normal operations. Disruptions
to the these services can impact communities in many ways, such as limiting
the availability of water for firefighting
and essential health-care functions, as
well as providing potable water for
drinking and sanitation purposes. The
consequences from an incident to the
community will be reduced the fasterthese services can return to normal.
“Utilities workers are there 24/7
working in the background helping to
protect our health, economy and comfort while protecting the environment,”
Vargas said. “Then it happens – Hurricane Irma, a force main break, a water
outage. The next time an incident like
this occurs, I urge all to consider that
someone’s father, mother, son, daughter, wife or husband is most likely repairing our infrastructure in conditions
most of us would not enjoy. They are
our first responders.”

Above, Utilities staff and contract workers at the scene of a force main break in
March at Ruscelletto Park at East Venice Ave. and U.S. 41 Bypass. Above
right, Dan Tucci with Public Works operates a mini excavator. At right, Public
Works staff repair downtown street-

lights in the wake of Hurricane Irma in
September.
See more photos, page 7
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Clockwise from left, Adrian Rivera with Utilities works
to fix a water main break on W. Venice Ave. after Irma; staff from Public Works and Utilities pose for a
group photo in Legacy Park; Mark Botelho and Jess
Korte with Public Works assist Marie Martini with a
sandbag giveaway outside City Hall in September;
Vadim Bugayev and Ladislav Trcak with Utilities out in
the field in December.
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It’s almost hurricane season — sign up for CodeRED
Hurricane season starts in June — have you signed up for CodeRED yet?
The City of Venice uses CodeRED to send emergency notifications by phone, email, text and
social media to keep citizens informed of emergencies such as evacuation notices, utility outages, water main breaks, fire or floods, chemical spills, or other emergency situations. Many residents found the free service extremely useful before, during and
after Hurricane Irma in September, when multiple CodeREDs were sent out.
The city also uses CodeRED Weather Warning, a unique service that automatically notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after a warning has been issued by the National Weather Service. The CodeRED Weather Warning is also available to city residents at no cost. Hurricane season runs June
1 through Nov. 30.
The city may also activate CodeRED to send general notifications to registered subscribers to communicate non-life safety matters, such as planned road
closures, water main repairs, and water and power service interruptions. By selecting the box for general alerts, you will also receive these types of notifications. Registering for CodeRED is quick and easy: Sign up online at www.venicegov.com. At the top of the homepage, click on “CodeRed” (above the Search
bar). Click on the link to sign up and select the second option, “NO, I would like to review and submit my information,” and fill in the fields. Then add the following numbers to your caller ID or contacts: 866-419-5000, Emergency Calls; 855-969-4636, General Calls; and 800-566-9780, Weather Warnings.
Things to know about CodeRED
CodeRED delivers notifications by phone calls to landlines and cell phones, emails, texts, social media, and/or mobile alerts. It is compatible with TDD/TTY
devices for those with hearing impairments. Individuals and businesses may add as many phone numbers, emails and text numbers as desired.
Residents and visitors alike can receive enhanced public safety alerts no matter where you are located via the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, a free public safety

app for both Android and iPhone users. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app delivers community and emergency alerts to individuals targeted within an impacted
geographical area so that you may also receive timely notifications when you’re on the road, or away from home.
If you are currently a CodeRED subscriber who has already registered your cellphone to receive notifications from the City of Venice, you will continue to
receive calls. However, if you download the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, you will also receive alerts via your smartphone anywhere in the country, including
Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Alaska. To download the free CodeRED Mobile Alert app, visit the Google Play or iTunes store.
For more information about the CodeRED service, or to sign up by phone, call 941-882-7401.
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Venice water reclamation facility lauded at conference
At the 2018 Florida Water Resources Conference the week of April 13, the City of Venice Water Reclamation Facility off Laurel Road — known as the
Eastside Plant — received the David W. York Award for reuse system of the year in 2018 (in the 5-15 million gallons per day category).
The award recognizes excellence in the use of reclaimed water. The Florida Water Environment Association (FWEA) Water Resources, Reuse and Resiliency
Committee honors utilities for their commitment to, and their accomplishments in, developing and maintaining exemplary reuse programs. The system

awards are presented in four separate categories, based on permitted treatment capacity of 0.1 to less than 1 million gallons per day (MGD), 1 to less than 5
MGD, 5 to 15 MGD, and greater than 15 MGD.
Criteria for the award included:
Reclaimed Water Quality


Level of treatment and permit compliance



Operating protocol



Strategies used to control pathogens



Description of treatment and reuse system reliability
Water Reuse System



Percentage of wastewater flow being reused



Description of benefits derived from water conservation (reduction in potable water use)



Reclaimed water rate schedule



Cross connection control program
Public Education/Information



Community and public education tools



New customer education programs
Eastside Plant Head Operator Joe Szejk and Wastewater Operator Chloe Crouch attended the conference.

Crouch accepted the award on behalf of the city.
“Our department works hard every day to develop, maintain, and operate our reuse system, so it is nice for staff to be recognized for their hard work and
dedication,” said Assistant Utilities Director John Monville.
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Downtown roadwork update
The downtown portion of the citywide infrastructure improvement project
in Venice has been rebid to streamline the project for maximum cost savings.
Bids for this phase of the road project opened April 25, with construction
anticipated to start in late May or June of this year. This phase of the roadwork includes West Venice Ave., Miami Ave. and Tampa Ave., from Harbor
Drive to U.S. 41 Business. This rebid and scope modification was necessary
due to bids received that were $2.5 million over available funds.
The rebid removes a large drainage project on Nokomis Ave. which will be
constructed next summer. It also reduces restrictions on lane closures —-such
as allowing closure of one full side of West Venice Ave. at a time — and work-

ing hours. The project includes roadway reconstruction along with storm inlets, landscaping, irrigation, pavers, concrete sidewalks, curbs and inpavement lighting at mid-block crosswalks.
Priority will be given to completing West Venice Ave. in time for the 2018
Holiday Parade, scheduled for Nov. 24.
The project is being funded by the City of Venice Road Bond, State of Florida
Economic Development, and Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) local agency program funds.
For more information, please call City Engineer Kathleen Weeden at 941882-7409.

Resurfacing project Phase 1 paving complete
In November 2016, City of Venice residents approved an $18 million Road Bond Referendum to
repair and resurface our roadways. The City contractor has now completed the resurfacing of the
majority of over 70 lane miles of roadway that were in poor condition. This Phase 1 of the project
also included extensive sidewalk and curbing repairs, and brought all curb ramps into ADA compliance along the newly paved roads.
The City would like to thank its residents for their patience and cooperation throughout the construction of this large project. There will be additional paving projects in the future to address roadways not included during this round of resurfacing, like the streets downtown (see above). For
more information, please call Assistant City Engineer James Clinch at 941-882-7410.

Phase 1 of the City resurfacing project has repaired the majority of over 70 lane miles of roadway that were in poor condition. The work included extensive sidewalk and curbing repairs, and brought all curb ramps into ADA compliance along
the newly paved roads.
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SHARK’S TOOTH FISHING TOURNEY

The 16th Annual Shark’s Tooth Fishing
Tournament for Special Olympics was held
April 12, organized by Venice Police Marine
Officer Paul Joyce, at right in yellow. Forty

Special Olympics athletes joined 25 local
boat captains who donated their time and
vessels for a few hours of fishing, followed
by lunch at Marine Max of Venice.

See more photos, page 12
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The Special Olympics athletes had a gorgeous day on the water, with many of
them catching dozens of fish, including, at
left, athlete Sharon holding a catfish with
Jerry Smith; and, below left, Tim George
and Ricky Simpson with athletes Steven
and Adam and their snook. Back at Marine
Max, lunch was provided by Obee’s. Fishing gear, apparel and other items worth
$9,500 were distributed to the athletes
and raffle winners during the event.
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Hurricane Expo is May 4-5
The City of Venice is once again partnering with the Venice Gondolier Sun to hold a two-day Hurricane Expo on Friday, May 4 and Saturday, May 5 at the Venice Community Center, as a public service prior
to hurricane season from June through November. The Expo runs

from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. both days. Admission is free.
Speakers from the City that Friday will be Police Chief Tom Mattmuller, Fire Chief Shawn Carvey, City Engineer Kathleen Weeden and
Building Official Frank O’Neill. Speakers from Sarasota County Emergency Management, the Sheriff’s Office, Red Cross and Suncoast Humane Society are also planned, along with ABC-7 meteorologist Bob
Harrigan. (See full schedule at right.)
Speaker topics will include storm prep, the role of emergency services, stormwater/flooding, shelters, insurance, pets, common myths
and misconceptions, and what to do following a hurricane.
The Community Center, located at 326 Nokomis Ave. S., will have
seating for 300 people to listen to speakers, and standing room for
more. Around 30 vendors offering invaluable hurricane-related products and services, raffles and other giveaways are planned. Food and
drinks will be available.

An estimated 2,500 people attended the Expo over two days in May
2017. More are expected this year following the area’s brush with
Hurricane Irma last September.
Be prepared for hurricane season and plan to attend this informative Expo!
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
At left, Shelby
Marsh, Prevention
Educator with the
Child Protection
Center, holds a
proclamation naming the month of
April 2018 Child
Abuse Prevention
Month, presented
to her by Mayor
John Holic at the
April 10 City Council meeting.

Above, James Lavery, a Donate Life Organizer Volunteer, talks about his experience being the recipient of a liver donation. On April 10, Council Member Mitzie Fiedler presented Lavery with a proclamation naming April 2018 Donate Life Month.

At left, Council Member
Jeanette Gates reads a proclamation naming April 2018
Sexual Assault Awareness
Month, presented April 10 to
Cherie Hearsley, Communications Manager, Safe Place
and Rape Crisis Center
(SPARCC). Right, Jim Eppley,
Venice Airport Operations
and Maintenance Supervisor
receives his 5-year Service
Award April 10 from Mayor
John Holic.
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
Jean Trammell presents the Venice Legacy Award to family members of the
late Ron Higel during the April 24 City
Council meeting. Ron, a retired dentist
and local historian whose greatgrandfather was one of the first settlers
in Venice, passed away on Nov. 5, 2017,
at the age of 80. Some of his customers,
according to his daughter Kim, called
him the “whistling dentist” who sometimes gave history lessons in an open
tent set up in the parking lot of his dental practice. He once dressed as Frank
Higel for a city-sponsored video and
posed as him for a painting that would
become the cover of the 1976 VeniceNorth Port phone directory.

City Public Works
Director John Veneziano holds a proclamation presented to him
by Mayor John Holic
during the April 24
Council meeting proclaiming April 29,
2018, National Arbor
Day. Veneziano reminded everyone in
attendance, "If you
take out a tree, plant
two in its place."

As Mayor John Holic
looks on, Matthew
Rheingans, President
Elect, Academy of
Florida Elder Law
Attorneys, accepts a
proclamation April
24 naming the
month of May 2018
as Elder Law Month.
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VPD prepares to open work station at Venice High
Venice High School and the Venice Police Department have enjoyed a longstanding partnership to ensure all students receive a quality education in a safe
learning environment. Effective August 1, the Venice Police Department will maintain an on-going, daily presence at Venice High School. This will come in the form of
a new work station located on the Venice High School campus, which will be the
first of its kind in Sarasota County.
“We are thrilled that the Venice Police Department continues to support our SRO
program and enhance their visibility on our Venice High campus,” noted Todd
Bowden, superintendent of Sarasota County Schools. “The relationships these officers develop with our students and school community is invaluable, and we appreciate their support to continuously keep our schools safe.”
“Developing a work station at Venice High School makes good sense,” said Chief
Tom Mattmuller, Venice Police Department. “Not only will this location provide an
additional place to hold administrative duties, it allows our officers to stay on the
island and serve the greater community on an ongoing basis. This is a win-win for
all of us and we’re pleased to support the school district in this manner.”
Each organization benefits from this cooperative arrangement. Venice Police will Pictured from left, VPD Lt. Eric Hill, Sarasota County School Superintendent
Todd Bowden, VHS Principal Eric Jackson, Police Chief Tom Mattmuller, Sgt.
have an established base to continue their work on the island 24/7/365. The precinct will be utilized by officers to complete paperwork and take care of administra- Andy Leisenring, and School Resource Officers Ruth Terry and Sean Hammett.
tive functions and online learning. Meanwhile, Venice High School will have a consistent police presence on its campus at all hours of the day. This further supports our collective efforts to ensure a safe campus.
— Provided by Sarasota County Schools

Wanted: A few good flags
The City of Venice instituted a flag donation program in 2012 to provide an

The donor will receive a letter of ap-

opportunity for American flags to once again fly in honor of our country and

preciation from the mayor and City

those whose courageous acts stand for a free United States.

Council. With their permission, donors

The city accepts as donations American flags that citizens have received as

will also be publicly recognized by the

memorial gifts, or others that individuals or organizations may wish to donate council for their civic contribution. Doin recognition or memory of a person or institution. The city will accept the

nated flags may be brought to Public

flags with the expressed purpose of flying them on public grounds.

Works, 221 S. Seaboard Ave., Venice.
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Questers donate $2.4K for Eagle Point Bell restoration
The Historic Spanish Point Questers Chapter 1477 presented a
check April 24 to the Venice Museum & Archives and Venice Heritage
Inc. for $2,434.79. The funds will be used to restore the Woodmere
Eagle Point Bell that sits outside the Triangle Inn, where the museum
is housed. A new post and new interpretive signage will also be done
to give the bell a fresh new look. The museum’s intern in museum
studies, Nick Ciavolella, will manage the project.
The Historic Spanish Point Chapter of Questers organized a fundraising event called “A Fascinating Tea” on March 14, which raised
the funds for the bell restoration.
The Questers are an international study organization whose goals
are to stimulate the appreciation of antiques through study and research and to encourage the preservation of historical landmarks.
Chapters often take on fundraising projects for the preservation and
restoration of a historical site or object.
The Woodmere Eagle Point Bell was salvaged from a logging train
used in Woodmere, a sawmill town south of Venice, on what is now
State Road 776. The mill was built in 1918 by Manasota Lumber Corporation and operated at peak capacity until about 1927, when the
stand of trees was depleted. The sawmill buildings burned to the
ground in 1930. The bell may have been used within the Woodmere
The Historic Spanish Point Questers present the Venice Museum & Archives and Venice Heritage Inc. with a check April 24 to restore the Eagle Point Bell. From left, Nick Ciavolella, Museum community as a school bell or to alert the families and workers in the
Intern; Jean Trammell, President, Venice Heritage Inc.; Harry Klinkhamer, Historical Resources event of an emergency. It is assumed the bell came to Eagle Point
either when the mill closed or in 1930, after the fire.
Manager; Pam Graham, Historic Spanish Point Questers; Cindy Hicks, Historic Spanish Point
The bell was used to summon guests to lunch and dinner at Eagle
Questers.
Point, a prime waterfront property in Venice, with an elite hunting
and fishing camp, established in 1916 by Mrs. Potter Palmer. The camp was purchased by Mike Evans in 1918, and then sold to Mr. and Mrs. Kingsbury Curtis
in 1923.
The Venice Museum & Archives acquired the bell through the generosity of the estate of Georgette Williams Duke, the younger daughter of George and Hattie
Williams, owners of the first Dairy Farm in Nokomis.
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Know the facts about sea turtles & lighting
Sea turtle nesting season on the Gulf Coast of Florida runs from May 1 to Oct. 31. Sea turtles laid a
total of 553 nests on Venice beaches in 2017, according to data provided by Mote Marine Laboratory
in Sarasota. Sea turtles emerge at night and follow dim, natural light to return to the Gulf waters .
Artificial lights that shine onto a nesting beach can draw turtle hatchlings away from the water and
off the beach, where they have a slim chance of survival, according to information provided by the

Sea Turtle Conservancy. These lights can lead them into roads, swimming pools and other danger
zones, while causing them to exhaust their energy stores. Beach lights can also scare away females
crawling ashore to nest.
Like many of Florida’s coastal communities, the City of Venice has a lighting ordinance requiring
residents to turn off beachfront lights during sea turtle nesting season. You should also avoid using
flashlights, lanterns or flash photography while on the beach at night.
Residents should go out to the beach at night and identify what lights on their property are visible
from the beach. If the lights are not needed for safety, simply turn them off. If the lights cannot be

turned off, shield, redirect or lower the height of the lights so they are no longer visible from the

A nesting loggerhead sea turtle.

beach.
Replace problematic lights with turtle-friendly fixtures designed to direct light where you need it and away from the beach (see page 19 for examples). Use
red or amber LED bulbs (which are less disruptive to nesting sea turtles and hatchlings) in shielded, downward directed turtle-friendly fixtures. You should also
replace high-pressure sodium vapor lights with low-pressure sodium lights. Reduce interior lighting problems by applying window tint at a 15% light transmittance level, or close opaque curtains orblinds after dark to reduce the amount of visible light on the beach. Only light for safety, and avoid decorative or
uplights during the nesting and hatchling season.
City of Venice Code Enforcement Officer George Nixon will be on the lookout for any potential lighting violators. Nixon also reminds residents and visitors to

our beaches to make sure to remove all items such as beach chairs and trash — in which sea turtles can become entangled — from the beach at night. People
should also fill in holes and knock down sand castles to make the beach safer for sea turtles. If you encounter a nesting turtle or hatchlings on the beach, remain quiet and observe from a distance. Never encourage a turtle to move while nesting or pick up hatchlings that have emerged and are heading for the water. If you see lights shining on Venice beaches during nesting season, contact George Nixon in Code Enforcement at 941-882-7436. If you see a sea turtle or
hatchling in danger, call the Mote Marine Sea Turtle Program at 941-388-4331 or the Venice Police Department at 941-486-2444.
Continued on page 19
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Residents get library construction update
Sarasota County officials and staff with AjaxTandem Construction and Sweet Sparkman Architects gave residents an update on the progress of the Venice Library construction in
morning and evening sessions May 1 at the
Venice Community Center, stating the library is
33% completed and online to be finished by the
fall.
Current construction involves upper roof
framing on the exterior, and framing walls,
above ceiling mechanical, electrical, plumbing
and fire rough-in of the interior.
A video clip shot from a drone inside and
above the library was played for the group.
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KMI under-bridge parking area complete
The KMI under-bridge parking area is now complete and open for use. This public parking area
provides an additional 41 parking spaces to supplement the temporary Venice Library, the Venice
Downtown District, the Waterway Trail and special
events.
As shown on the map at left, the parking area is
located beneath the southern side of the Business
U.S. 41 KMI Bridge and is accessed from Nokomis
Avenue North.
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Residents receive Great Landscaping Awards
Linda Lewis with Venice Area Beautification Inc. and city Public Information Officer Lorraine
Anderson awarded several homes and one condo April 16 with a Great Landscaping Award,
including signage created by H&H Signs, a plant, and a thank-you note, for their part in
beautifying the city. The winning landscapes are earmarked by VABI volunteers as they are
out in the city. The city and VABI try to conduct these awards quarterly to thank residents
and business owners for all the hard work and detail they put into their landscaping.
At left,
resident
Gary
Mikruta
and city
PIO Lorraine Anderson at
1010 Cypress Ave.

At left, resident
Peter Cartwright and PIO
Lorraine Anderson at 605
Menendez St.
Peter says his
wife Parichat,
who is from
Thailand, is
responsible for
the residence's
remarkable
artistry.

Above, Resident Sherry Schoonover and Linda Lewis with VABI at 1238
Paradise Way. Schoonover said her partner Donna Curtis does most of
the landscaping work. Below, members of the Landscaping Committee
at Venice Park Condominiums, 101 Park Blvd. S., Mary Weckman, Barbara Haddock, Lin Dalton and Donna Jones, are pictured with PIO Lorraine
Anderson and VABI's Linda Lewis.
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YOUR SUPPORT MATTERS
Sgt. Keith Quick, middle, recently represented VPD in the
graduating class of the 41st
Florida Leadership Academy, a
4-week immersive leadership
program that provides intensive training in areas of leadership, communication, accountability, and professionalism
with instruction provided by
top law enforcement leaders.
Way to go Sgt. Quick!

VPD Detectives
Ben Neff, Oscar
Guinart and Todd
Reale attend the
14th Annual Blue
Ribbon Breakfast
April 6, presented
by the Child Protection Center.
"Protecting ChilThe Grand Lodge of the Free Masons recently recognized Master Po-

dren is everyone's

lice Officer Paul Joyce with the VPD Marine Unit, middle, as Florida’s

job.”

Law Enforcement Officer of the Year. Congratulations MPO Joyce!
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Above and top right, Asaro's Pizzeria Ristorante gifted the Police Department with
a variety of pies for National Deep Dish Pizza Day on April 5.

At right, Tom Highfield, District Manager of the local
7-Eleven, visited VPD on April 16, bringing with him
several boxes of doughnuts for staff.
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VMA VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

Laura Scott
Editor’s Note: This feature spotlights the hardworking, dedicated volunteers at the
Venice Museum & Archives.
How long have you lived in the area? I have been coming to Venice since 2001,
and I have lived here seasonally for the last 5 years. I’m originally from West Babylon, N.Y. After college I worked in New York City in insurance. I stayed for 7 years
and moved to Boston. Then I got into museum work. I was the collection manager
for several small historical societies in Manchester, Mass.; Washington, D.C.; and
Peterborough, N.H. I was a liberal arts major and I loved history. Eventually I got
into development and fundraising, and I did that for 20-plus years with the Colonial
Theatre in Keene, N.H., Peterborough Players and Yankee magazine.
What drew you to Venice? My husband had been coming here since the early
1990s to visit friends. When we got married, we started coming down here together. The town is so unique. Coming from New England, 1926 (when the Brotherhood
of Locomotive Engineers retained John Nolen to plan Venice) doesn’t really seem
like history. But it’s unique as a planned community. It’s important to keep that in people’s minds.
How long have you volunteered at the VMA? Just this year. Prior to this, I volunteered as a genealogy researcher at the library.
When do you come in? Wednesday mornings; the time varies.
What are some of your duties? I handle research requests and I am starting to work on getting ready for the Archives move (across the street to the Dale
Laning and Julia Cousins Laning Archives & Research Center). I’m upstairs — I do like being solitary. With all the jobs I’ve had, the common denominator is paper. Acting was a big love, but when I
went into development I went to theaters,
I stayed with the arts. I like that creative
The Venice Museum & Archives could use more vol* Be reliable
atmosphere. They’re both storytelling,
unteers. Those interested should go to the VMA,
* Be available for the same 3-hour shift each week on
acting and the research I do here. That’s
housed in the Triangle Inn at 351 Nassau St. S., on Ven- a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday
the connection.
ice island, and fill out an application. Museum staff will
* Check their email every day (non-negotiable)
How did you start volunteering at the
contact you for an interview if your skills and interests
* Be computer literate
museum? I’m such a history buff — when match the museum’s needs. Experience is not neces* Provide tours of the first floor
we came to Venice I bought books about
sary, but preferred.
* Sell items in the gift shop and make change
Prospective docents must:
* Answer the phone
* Be a people person
* Assist staff as necessary
Continued on page 26

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?
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Reporting city issues is just a few clicks away
The city’s SeeClickFix platform, Venice Connect, allows citizens to report
quality-of-life issues — such as potholes, roadside junk and tall grass — and
request city services.
With free SeeClickFix

Use SeeClickFix to request assistance with City of Venice services or report
problems, such as potholes, streetlights that are out, broken sidewalks,
stormdrain issues, traffic signal/sign problems, code violations, etc. Venice
Connect will acknowledge newly submitted issues and forward them to the

mobile app and web

appropriate departments to take care of the requests. Users will receive email

tools, citizens are able

updates and can come back here to check the status of submitted issues.

to provide city staff with pictures, videos, specific descriptions and more —

When the issue is resolved, the issue can be closed. Separate issues should be

valuable information needed to get the job done efficiently. In addition, the

submitted as separate SeeClickFix reports.

SeeClickFix platform provides city officials with a centralized issue manage-

Note: Please make sure that the address you are providing is the location of

ment system to manage issues from creation to resolution, engaging citizens

the issue being reported. Those with general questions concerning the city

throughout the process.

and its policies should call 941-486-2626.

SeeClickFix Venice Connect is available as an app for Android and iPhone.

Law enforcement issues of an emergency nature need to be reported direct-

Select Venice Connect from your app store on your device. There is also a link

ly to the Venice Police Department by calling 911. VPD’s non-emergency num-

to the program at the top of the homepage on the city’s website,

ber is 941-486-2444. After-hours Utilities emergencies can be reported at 941-

www.venicegov.com (above the Search bar), or go directly to SeeClickFix at

486-2770.

http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice.

VMA Volunteer, from page 25

For more information on using SeeClickFix, call 941-882-7439.

history. It’s important for people to know what was here, especially with all

the area and learned all I could. So I knew the museum was here. When there the development, and they don’t.
Do you plan to keep volunteering at the museum? Yes, especially next
were not a lot of volunteer hours for me at the library, I came here.
What do you like most about the VMA? The commitment to local history
and the challenge of the new Archives building. It’s important to preserve

year as we get closer to the move of the Archives. I love paperwork, and I’m
willing to volunteer as much as they need me.
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Venice Fire Rescue held aerial training on the
island for firefighters the week of March 26.
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SHARK’S TOOTH FESTIVAL
Although the annual Shark’s Tooth Festival — featuring fossils of
all kinds, seafood, and nautical and oceanic vendors — had beautiful weather April 13-14 at the Venice Airport Festival Grounds,
high winds unfortunately canceled the event on April 15.
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BBQ BASH

The Suncoast BBQ & Bluegrass Bash, Venice’s signature
event for meat and music lovers, was held April 20-21 at
the Airport Festival Grounds. Along with barbecued

ribs, pulled pork, brisket and chicken, the event also
featured a classic car show, and clothing and other vendors.
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Recreational burn ban in effect
On April 4, Sarasota County issued a countywide recreational burn ban to be asked to stay vigilant during these dry conditions.
effective immediately due to dry weather conditions.

To reduce potential damage to structures during a wildfire, Venice Fire Res-

“It is our intent to support and enforce this countywide burn ban in the City cue recommends homeowners create a clear and clean 30-foot buffer around
of Venice,” said Venice Fire Chief Shawn Carvey.

The area is faced with the imminent threat of wildland fires due to the severe dry conditions.

all structures.

In accordance with Sarasota County's open burning ordinance, the mandatory burn ban will remain in effect until weather conditions change and the

“It's in these conditions that we do our diligence to maintain the safety and
welfare of our community,” Carvey said.

chance of wildfire is reduced. The only exception to the ban is cooking fires
using outdoor grills. Residents are reminded to never leave a grill unattended

Should a wildfire erupt, residents are urged to follow directions from authorities, which may include evacuations in localized areas. All residents are

while cooking and to ensure that the grill is in a safe location. It is also important to ensure that coals are completely cooled prior to disposing of them.

Find a Ride Florida offers transportation options
The Florida Department of Transportation’s Safe Mobility for Life Program partnered with the University of Florida,
Institute for Mobility, Activity, & Participation to launch FindaRideFlorida.org, an online listing of transportation service providers throughout all of the state’s 67 counties.
Older adults looking for transportation options beyond their driver’s seat can take advantage of Florida’s new and
improved statewide resource. Users can visit FindaRideFlorida.org to enter where they would like to start and end
their trip, the purpose of the trip (e.g. medical), and do you have additional needs (e.g. escort to and from vehicle or
accommodation for wheelchair). Then click on “Find a Ride,” and the site will populate a list of transportation service

providers that can take them where they want to go. The list appears in alphabetical order and contact information is
provided.
FindaRideFlorida.org is a great resource for all ages, and it’s especially beneficial for older adults who want to remain safe and mobile beyond the driver’s seat. The site can help older adults transitioning from driving by finding
transportation options that can take them to visit with family and friends, shop at the mall or go to a doctor. FindaRideFlorida.org is helping adults to stay safe
and mobile for life.
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Pre-construction activities to begin for Water Main Replacement Program, Phase 5
History: The City of Venice has many areas where water mains are beyond their useful life, undersized, and located in rear easements of commercial and
residential properties. Access to rear lots becomes more difficult due to fences, landscaping, and vegetation growing in these areas. Gaining access to rear lots
is inconvenient to property owners and adds time for service calls, ultimately increasing costs to the City and its utilities customers. Relocating water services
and installing replacement water mains to the front or side right-of-ways allows City staff to safely and efficiently maintain the water system.

Boil water notices: Some water shutdowns will be necessary to perform the work during the Water Main Replacement Program Phase 5. As a precautionary measure, boil water advisories are required by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) when an interruption in service causes customers to have low or no water
pressure. Advisories are provided via a door hanger to affected properties. Additionally, notices are posted on the
City’s website and entered into the CodeRed
emergency notification system; more information on the CodeRed system can be found on
page 25 of this newsletter.
Above: Old, inoperable water valve.

Project: With a successful bid in January 2018,
Phase 5 pre-construction activities are expected
to begin this month. This phase includes approximately 9,610 lineal feet (lf) of new water main
pipe that will be installed and 160 water services
and meters to be relocated. Additionally, 36
valves, 7 fire hydrants, and various appurtenances
will be installed.
Once the new water mains have passed all
testing they can be connected to the existing
Above: Lots shown as red in the Phase 5 boundary are properties
where private service lines will be relocated to the right-of-way; some
properties may have been recently added or omitted. For information
specific to your property, contact Cynthia Fitzpatrick, Utilities Project
Coordinator, at 941-882-7290.

system. The final step is to grout the old water
mains and abandon them in place.

Above: New water valve.
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DERELICT VESSEL REMOVAL
On April 24, the Venice Police Marine Unit had another vessel removed from
the waters of Venice, due to its derelict sunken condition. The 26-foot sailboat
was removed via the Higel boat ramp. Sea Tow Venice, WCIND, city Public Works
and Solid Waste all assisted.
Florida waters are plagued with many abandoned boats. They quickly become
derelict vessels and then subject the boating public to safety issues, become locations for illegal activity, illegal housing, and opportunities for theft and vandalism. They ultimately cost the taxpayers when they are removed by local, county
or state authorities.
Many people get a great deal on a boat and think they are going to fix it up and
sail the world. But the reality is that when they get it and anchor it in the waters
of the state, they quickly realize they have bitten off more then they can
chew, leaving the vessel uncared for. The at-risk/derelict vessel becomes the
problem of local and state authorities.
The VPD Marine Unit reminds every boat owner who anchors their vessel in
the waters for a period of time must follow the anchoring rules/laws. The boat
must be currently registered, lighted at night, able to navigate on its own, and
have a working or closed MSD (marine sanitation device).
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AROUND TOWN

Public Works employees at the APWA (American Public Works Association) Expo in
Jacksonville April 18: Tim George, Jess Korte, Travis Hout, David Marra, Kevin Barrett, Dan Tucci, and Ricky Simpson.
At left, Fire Rescue Lt.
Derek Lowery was one
of two winners of a
Yeti cooler at the
Shark’s Tooth Fishing
Tourney April 12,
along with Gary Holland, at right with Marine Patrol Officer Paul
Joyce.

Above, Mayor John Holic speaks during the annual Veterans Baseball
game at Venice High School on April 7.
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AROUND TOWN

Venice Mayor John Holic
receives the “Key to the
Village” from Mariemont, Ohio Mayor, Dan
Policastro. These sister
cities were both planned
by John Nolen in the
1920s. Holic then presented Policastro with a
map of Nolen's design
for Venice as well as a
copy of Janet Matthew's
book on the history of
this area, signed by City
Council members. A
reception welcomed
Policastro on his first
visit to Venice.
Photo: Larry Humes

The Venice Fire Department won Top Scoring First Responders Team (155)
during the Sporting Clays Fun Shoot April 20 at the Sarasota Gun Club in
Nokomis, part of the Suncoast BBQ and Bluegrass Bash events. Pictured with
Council Member Jeanette Gates are Fire Lt. Derek Lowery, Battalion Chief
Scott Blanchard, Chief Shawn Carvey and Deputy Chief Frank Giddens.
Photo: Suncoast BBQ Bash

Participants in the April 11 Monthly City Bicycle Ride, led
by Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator Darlene Culpepper, at
far left. The next ride is set for 10 a.m. Wednesday, May
9; just bring your bike and a helmet to City Hall.
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AROUND TOWN

Above, city Public Information Officer Lorraine Anderson takes
the aerial photo on this newsletter’s cover April 5, with assis-

City employees participated in driver training classes April 3-4 at the Airport Festival

tance in the bucket truck from Tony Rosen in Public Works.

Grounds, instructed here by VPD Officers Paul Joyce (above) and Rob Goodson (below).

David Marra
and Mike
Cararo with
Public

Works wave
hello from
Legacy Park.
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AROUND TOWN

Public Works’ Dan Van Acker, a carpenter,
works on wood for benches and picnic tables
April 17.
Volunteers with the Venice Museum & Archives attended an Appreciation Dinner on April
16 at Saltwater Café. Twenty-five volunteers donated more than 1,800 hours of service to
the museum in 2017, ranging from high school students to retirees from all walks of life.
Anyone interested in volunteering at the VMA should go to
http://www.venicemuseum.org/support-us/volunteer/ and fill out the application at the
bottom of the page, or email vmuseum@venicegov.com, or call 941-486-2487.

Bikes were a popular method of
transportation to the Suncoast
BBQ and Bluegrass Bash on April
21 at the Airport Festival Grounds.
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AROUND TOWN

Special Olympian Anna, pictured here with Marine Patrol Officer
Paul Joyce, was given an honorary boat captain framed photo
April 14 from Brain McMurphy, who was her captain for the day
during the recent Shark’s Tooth Fishing Tournament.

Helen Johnson
reads from the
Book of Psalms
April 5 during the
annual Bible ReadA-Thon at the
Centennial Park
Gazebo. Readings
ran around the
clock April 3-7 until the entire King
James Bible was
read.

The Venice Newcomers Club visited the Venice Museum & Archives April 17. After touring the
museum, they walked across the street for a picnic lunch in the Arboretum in West Blalock
Park.
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AROUND TOWN

Above, local tour guide Sebastiano Liseo, center, gives his final Venezia Park

Above, Sarasota County Parks and Recreation staff installed a new

District Walking Tour of the season April 18. Below, the VPD Marine Patrol boat

flagpole at the Venice Beach pavilion April 23. Below, Police Chief

with Columbus replica ship Pinta, docked in Venice the first week in April.

Tom Mattmuller with Capt. Eddie Toomer at the Shark’s Tooth Fishing Tourney April 12 at Marine Max.
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KEEPING VENICE BEAUTIFUL

A team of volunteers from the Loveland Center, which
serves those with developmental disabilities, come to
Venice twice a month to clean up downtown. They pick
up lots of litter and have a fun time doing it. After they
work they have a treat in Centennial Park and take in a
much cleaner downtown. Linda Lewis of Venice Area
Beautification Inc. and Julie Kostelec from Loveland organized the team. The Loveland sign was donated by
John Hinshaw of H&H Signs in Venice.
Photo: Loveland Center

After the City of Venice extended the sidewalk along Airport Drive to the Venetian Waterway Park
Trail, 24 members of Team KVB pitched in to lift the tree canopy along the new sidewalk and clean
Members of Team

up after the contractor completed his work, as shown in these before (at left) and after (at right)

KVB (Keep Venice

photos. The City is appreciative of their efforts!

Beautiful) collected 10 truckloads of
cuttings behind
Venice High

School on the Venetian Waterway
Park Trail for the
county’s grapple
truck to pick up.
Photos: Team KVB
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Historical sites celebrate International Museum Day May 19
In honor of International Museum Day, three historic sites in Venice invite

their own World War II-era fighter planes like the ones that used to be at the

families to come explore the rich historical resources these institutions pro-

Venice Army Air Base, design and create a shark tooth necklace, and have a

vide to the community.

photo op for social media with “Dr. Fred Albee and Bertha Palmer.”

In keeping with this year’s theme of “Hyperconnected Museums: New Ap-

Venice Heritage Inc. will give tours and information on the Lord-Higel House,

proaches, New Publics,” the Venice Museum & Archives in the Triangle Inn,

the second-oldest house in Sarasota County, and have basket-weaving de-

351 Nassau St. S.; Lord-Higel House, 409 Granada Ave.; and Historic Venice

monstrators and period games for kids.

Train Depot, 303 E. Venice Ave.; are reaching out to area residents and fami-

The Venice Area Historical Society, with "railroad" people on the Depot cam-

lies outside of the historic area of Venice so these “new publics” can discover

pus, will present children’s storytime readings about trains, provide presenta-

the benefits of these museums.

tions on the secrets of the train depot restoration, and offer a scavenger hunt

This free event takes place on Saturday, May 19 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Each on features about the Rollins Coakley Railroad Park.
site will be open and offer activities for the whole family. A free trolley shuttle

The Venice Museum & Archives, Venice Heritage and the Venice Area His-

will run continuously between the three sites, allowing visitors to start at any

torical Society wish to thank the Gulf Coast Community Foundation for making

site and get on and off to visit each museum.

this event free and open to the public.

The Venice Museum & Archives will offer balsa wood kits for kids to make

Missing something?

Below, from left: the Lord-Higel House, Triangle Inn, and Venice Train Depot.

If you’ve been to City Hall lately at 401 W. Venice Ave. and lost an item, please check our lost and
found box at the Information Desk. Items currently in the box include sunglasses, prescription
glasses, car keys and 3 books. Come check it out — we may have what you’re missing!
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PARK SPOTLIGHT: DR. FRED ALBEE PARK
World-renowned city planner John Nolen, who planned Venice in
1926 for the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, dotted the city
with open space for parks.
Dr. Fred Albee was a world-renowned orthopedic surgeon who
came to Venice from New York. He was the first to hire Nolen to plan

a city, but shortly after sold his holdings to the BLE, who fulfilled his
dream of building a beautiful city on the Gulf of Mexico. The park,
featuring statues and a pedestrian walkway, is located between Nassau Street and St. Augustine Avenue.
More information on Venice parks, along with photos, amenities,
and maps of their locations, can be found by going to
www.venicegov.com and hovering on Things To Do at top, then clicking on Parks Directory. You can also take a virtual tour of some of the

parks.
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Venice Theatre

Venice Art Center

Venice Performing Arts Center

140 Tampa Ave. W.
941-488-1115
www.venicestage.com

390 Nokomis Ave. S.
941-485-7136
www.veniceartcenter.com

1 Indian Ave.
941-480-3191
www.veniceperformingartscenter.com

“Debbie Does Dallas: The Musical”
April 26-May 20
“Comedy Four-Play”
May 6-7
“Stuart Little”
May 15-20
“23rd Annual Loveland Show”
May 31-June 3

“aactWorldFest 2018”
June 18-23

“Musical Inspirations”
April 6-May 4
“South Sarasota School Show”
May 8-17
“Hot, Hot, Hot”
May 25-July 6
“Reflections”

July 13-Aug. 17

“A Tribute to Music in Cinema:
Conductor, Troy Quinn”
Venice Symphony
May 4-5
“The Nutcracker”
Dec. 8-9
“An Afternoon of Operetta”
Dec. 16
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Next ride is May 9!
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Public
parking
lots on
Venice
Island
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Escarpment knockdown
WATER RULES
City of Venice residents are permitted to irrigate lawns
one day per week:
Even addresses on Tuesdays
Odd addresses on Thursdays
Before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. for properties under 2
acres. For properties 2 acres or greater, watering is allowed
before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.
Hand watering hot spots and micro-irrigation of other
plants is allowed on any day, at any time.
New and replaced lawns get a 60-day exemption. Irrigation can occur any time of day on the day of installation,
and during the restricted hours on any day thereafter for up
to 60 days.
There are no restrictions on car washing, pressure washing, use of fountains or use of reuse or reclaimed water. A
shut-off nozzle on hoses should be used for car washing and
hand watering of garden plants. Conservation is encouraged.

Watch city meetings
To access meeting agendas, visit www.venicegov.com.
In the middle of the homepage at left, click on the Meetings button,
find the meeting you want to view, look to the right of it and click on
Agenda, click open and view. To watch City meetings, instead of clicking
on Agenda, click on Video or “In progress.”
They are also rebroadcast the week after the meeting on Access 19
(Comcast Channel 19; Verizon/Frontier Channel 32).

Advantage Construction Group conducted beach grading at the
water line in mid-April to level escarpments at the beach in Venice
from the South Jetty to South Brohard Park. Leveling of escarpments like those pictured above is required annually prior to April
15 to enhance marine turtle nesting conditions.

AT YOUR SERVICE
The following individuals have been appointed or reappointed to serve
on city boards, commissions and committees:
Bruce Weaver, appointed to the Architectural Review Board to
serve a term from April 10, 2018, to March 31, 2021.
Jon Preiksat, reappointed to the Code Enforcement Board to serve
a term from May 1, 2018, until April 30, 2021.
Sophie Fraser, reappointed to serve as a student member to the
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, to serve a term from May 1,
2018, until April 30, 2019.
Jillian Alexander, reappointed to serve as a student member to the
Economic Development Advisory Board, to serve a term from May 1,
2018, until April 30, 2019.
Judith Keeler, appointed to the Citizen Tax Oversight Committee to
serve a term from April 24, 2018, until April 30, 2022.
George Davis, appointed to the Environmental Advisory Board to
serve a term from April 24, 2018, until April 30, 2021.

