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Wayfinding bicycle route created

MAYOR
John Holic

City of Venice Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator Darlene Culpepper and a

VICE MAYOR

team of volunteers have installed Venice Connect wayfinding medallions

Bob Daniels

arrows for a safer route (approximately 2 miles) to downtown Venice.

for bicyclists, starting along the Legacy Trail. Bicyclists can follow these
With the Venice Avenue Bridge not having a bike lane or widened sidewalk, it can be somewhat unsafe for cyclists trying to cross over that

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Rich Cautero

Mitzie Fiedler
Fred Fraize
Jeanette Gates
Chuck Newsom

bridge.
The Venice Area Bike/Pedestrian Advocacy Group and Culpepper have
designed and implemented a wayfinding route to get cyclists safely from

the Train Depot/Legacy Trail into Downtown Venice.
Wayfinding routes are widely used in bicycle friendly communities as a
tool for identifying bicycle routes to shopping, parks and tourist attractions. Since Venice has been reappointed a Silver Bicycle Friendly Community by the League of American Bicyclists, the city wants to
continue offering a safe cycling environment.

www.venicegov.com
CHARTER OFFICERS

At right, city Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator Darlene Culpepper affixes a wayfinding medallion
(inset) near the Venice Train Depot on Feb. 6.

City Manager Ed Lavallee
City Clerk Lori Stelzer
City Attorney David Persson

To be placed on the newsletter distribution list, email city Public Information
Officer Lorraine Anderson at landerson@venicegov.com or call 941-882-7401.

Continued on page 2
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Wayfinding, from page 1

On Tuesday, Feb. 6 at 10 a.m., the Venice Area
Bike/Ped Advocacy Group volunteers and Culpepper met at the Venice Train Depot to begin
laying about 50 medallions along the Venice
Connect route. They were all installed by that
afternoon.
For more information, please call Culpepper at
941-882-7448 or email
dculpepper@venicegov.com.

At top, Darlene Culpepper with volunteers who installed the wayfinding medallions on
Feb. 6, including along the Legacy Trail, above.
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Col. ‘Bomber’ Herb visits Warbirds
Living history visited the Warbirds at Venice
Municipal Airport on Feb. 9.
South Venice resident Dorothy Herb, 93 1/2, a
fighter pilot trainer during World War II, attended the annual Collings Foundation Wings of
Freedom Tour at the Airport, speaking with other WWII vets and meeting event goers, who
were eager to speak to her about her experiences, shake her hand and take a picture with her.
Col. "Bomber" Herb's trip was organized by
City Manager Ed Lavallee.
Herb first started ﬂying at the age of 18. She
wanted to be a pilot in the U.S. Air Force; however, since she had a problem with one of her
eyes, they wouldn’t allow her to join, she told
Debbie Flessner with the Venice Gondolier. She
knew she still wanted to be up in the skies, but
it would prove to be a difficult journey.
“You can’t believe how hard I had to fight to
be a civilian ﬂight instructor,” she said in the

At left, Dorothy “Bomber”
Herb visits the Warbirds during the three-day Wings of

Freedom Tour in early February, presented by Suncoast
Air Center at Venice Airport.
At right, Herb signs a posterboard of vets visiting the
event, using Council Member
Fred Fraize’s back to write on.

Gondolier. “Women now talk about how tough
they have it, but it was a lot worse then.”
Herb achieved the highest level commercial
pilot’s license possible and began training G.I.s
as a civilian ﬂight instructor. She took her role
very seriously.
“I tried to teach them everything they needed
to know to keep them safe,” Bomber said.
“When you’re up in the air and something goes
wrong, you need to know what to do. Most other instructors didn’t teach that way, but I did.”
When Herb was asked to sign a posterboard
of veterans visiting the exhibit, City Council
Member Fred Fraize, who was on hand, offered
her his back so she could do so.
And when people thanked her for her service,
the humble Herb was quick to point out she had
worked as a civilian, and, in turn, thanked them
“for all you do.”
See more photos, page 6
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WINGS OF FREEDOM

Above, a B-17 Flying For-

Above, Col. “Bomber” Herb with City Manager Ed Lavallee,

tress taxis in to Venice

who organized her Warbirds visit, and Airport Director Mark

Airport Feb. 8. At right,

Cervasio. At left, Herb when she was a civilian fighter pilot

Col. Dorothy “Bomber”

trainer.

Herb checks out the inside of the plane Feb. 9.
At left,
“Bomber” Herb
has her photo
taken with a

young Wings
of Freedom
event-goer; at
right, Herb
meets City
Council Member Fred Fraize.
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ACE Mentors share skills with students
Following Mayor John Holic reading a proclamation at the Feb. 13 City Council meeting
naming Feb. 18-24, 2018, "Engineers Week," city Stormwater Engineer Tara McKinney
spoke about the ACE (Architecture-Construction-Engineering) Mentor Program of Sarasota
in Venice and Riverview high schools.
“We look for students that have at least been through Algebra 1
and Geometry because those levels of math are required for understanding,” she said. “At Venice, we tend to have all juniors or seniors and Riverview we have 10th-12,th with maybe one or two advanced freshmen.”
McKinney, who says she “loves this program,” currently serves as
vice president and has been since the ACE affiliate’s inception in
2014. She will be transitioning to president at the end of April. The
organization is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) registered with the IRS and the
state of Florida.
This year there are around 100 students participating, approxiMCKINNEY
mately 55 students at Riverview High School with approximately 15
mentors, and 45 students at Venice High School with approximately 8-10 mentors. The stu- The culmination of
dents are divided into teams of 4-6 students with one designated as the “project manager,” the ACE Mentor Proand the teams all compete to be the top design for the school year.
gram year ends at an
In Venice, students chose one of three options determined as a primary need for Capital
awards banquet in
Improvement in the City — a new police department annex station, a new airport luxury
late spring, held here
terminal, or a new beach pavilion and outdoor area. Students’ proposals in the exercise
have to include why their project would provide the most benefit to the city with regards to at the Venice Commuincreased revenue through tourism, supporting the City’s Comprehensive Plan, and improv- nity Center.
ing residents’ quality of life, under the constraints of a $7 million budget and following land
development code guidelines. Each facility has to reﬂect the style of the area it would serve,
appeal to a variety of ages, and be eco-friendly, energy-efficient, and ADA-compliant, among other stipulations.
The culmination of the year ends at an awards banquet for each school in late spring.
“Both events usually have about 200 people, including parents, professionals, School Board members, and community leaders,” McKinney said. “The top
three design teams are required to give a 10-15 minute presentation in front of all these people and a panel of 5 judges who are professionals.
“Our mentors are also professionals from the community that volunteer their time to take on one of the teams. We invite guest speakers to come into the
Continued on page 8

Page 8

Venice City E-News

March 2018

Venice featured in Where to Retire magazine
Venice, Fla., has been selected as a top retirement destination by Where to Retire, a magazine
geared toward helping people with retirement relocation decisions.
The city is profiled in the March/April 2018 issue.
Where to Retire Editor Annette Fuller said Venice possesses qualities important to today’s retirees.
“One of the prettiest cities on Southwest Florida’s Gulf Coast, Venice was walkable before walkable was cool. A 1920s-era planner demanded that homes, parks and schools be in walking distance.
On a typical Saturday, the city’s main thoroughfares are bustling with shoppers in locally owned
stores, diners enjoying lunches in front of cafes and strollers meandering through the farmers market adjacent to downtown’s Centennial Park. And yes, the city’s name means that touches of Italy
are here, from Mediterranean architecture to restaurants with lots of pasta dishes,” Fuller said.
Each year, 700,000 Americans relocate to new towns to retire. Generally, relocating retirees are
healthier, better educated and more affluent than those who choose to not relocate. They bring

significant economic benefits to their new states and hometowns. Nationally, two dozen states and
hundreds of towns seek to attract retirees as a source of economic development.
Where to Retire, now in its 26th year of print, is published six times a year.

ACE Mentors, from page 7

grams included).
“In the program’s first year (spring 2015), ACE gave $2,900, and I’m proud to
classroom and teach on a specific topic that the teams will need to implement
share last spring (2017), we have grown this program to be able to give
into their design, i.e., an architect will come teach on the concept of architec$16,000 in scholarships,” McKinney said. “Our funding is 100% from business
ture.
partners in the community who either care about what we’re doing or are in
“We started meeting at Riverview in the 2014-15 school year and we meet
the industry.”
with them during first and second hour (7:30-9:30 a.m.) Tuesday mornings
McKinney is relatively new to the city, starting in August 2017.
from mid-October to mid-March. We meet at Venice High during the same
City Stormwater Engineer Analyst Gillian Carney has also been an ACE Mentimes but on Thursday mornings. We launched the Venice program last year.”
tor at Venice since last year, and Assistant City Engineer James Clinch served
A big part of the program is providing scholarships to student participants
as one of the judges at the end-of-the-year banquet last spring.
interested in pursuing engineering, architecture or construction (trade pro-
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Solid Waste to partner with Recycled Plastic Factory
The City’s Solid Waste Department is working with Recycled Plastic
Factory to turn Venice’s old or broken dumpster lids, recycle bins and
other plastic items into benches, picnic tables and garbage cans.
Currently, Solid Waste spends $48.34 per ton to bring these plastic

materials to the landfill. Recycled Plastic said they’d take all of it, and
partner with the city in the future to create items like memorial benches
— popular at area parks and beaches — at a discounted cost.
“It saves the cost of throwing it away, and this is a green company
that’s repurposing these materials,” said Solid Waste Superintendent
Bob Moroni, who credited Solid Waste Supervisor Chase Banyas with
getting the lead on Recycled Plastic.
City Solid Waste and Public Works staff toured the company, located
off South River Road in Englewood, on Feb. 21 with owner David Arp
and his daughter, Cindy Googins. Recycled Plastic ships their products all
over the country and to Europe, works extensively with Pinellas County,
and has a contract with Target to develop a new plastic bag for the popular retailer.
Arp, who also owns Cape Haze Marina, said the lifespan of the company’s product used to make
items like benches and tables is “300 years.”
“And it’s virtually indestructible,” he added.
At left, a handful of Recycled Plastic’s raw material
used to make benches,
tables and other products.

Above, Cindy Googins
with Recycled Plastic
Factory in Englewood
gives a tour of the plant
to City of Venice employees Bob Moroni, Tim
George, Skip Petitt, Tricia Matero, Ricky Simpson and Chase Banyas, as
owner David Arp looks
on.
See more photos, page 10
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Old plastic recycle
containers, trash
cans and dumpster
lids at the Public
Works yard off Seaboard Avenue in Venice. The plastic in

these items will be
repurposed by Recycled Plastic Factory
to make furniture.

City Solid Waste
Superintendent
Bob Moroni and
Supervisor Chase
Banyas check out
a bench and memorial plaque created from recycled
plastic at the Englewood facility.

A Recycled Plastic

employee watches
as raw material
pours into a heated mold for plastic
slats, which will
later cool in this
water tank.

A garbage can made from recycled plastic.
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Fire, Police in spotlight March 3 for Public Safety Day
The City of Venice Fire Rescue and Police Departments
are presenting a free Public Safety Day event from 9 a.m.-1
p.m. Saturday, March 3 at the Venice Community Center,
inside and outside at 326 Nokomis Ave. S.
Fun for the whole family, the free event will include:
 Police and Fire vehicles that children can sit in and learn
about
 Demonstrations at 9:15, 10:15, 11:15 and 12:15, including a scheduled extrication, ladder truck, Bayflite and K-9


Hands-on activities



Giveaways

 Free hot dogs, popcorn, cotton candy, balloons, and ID
cards for kids


2 bounce houses



107.9 live radio remote with music

Bring your kids and grandkids! For more information, call
Public Information Officer Lorraine Anderson at 941-8827401.
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Mayor: State of City healthy, but many challenges ahead
Mayor John Holic distributed his State of the City
Address during the Feb. 13 Council meeting. Excerpts appear below; the entire document can be
read at https://www.venicegov.com/government/
mayor-city-council/state-of-the-city-address

Honorable Council Members, Mr. City Manager,
Mr. City Attorney, Madam City Clerk, City Staff and
my Fellow Residents of the City of Venice: Venice
continues to amaze me with a
remarkably engaged population, the State of our City is
healthy and we continue to
experience resurgence in our
local economy since the end of
the Great Recession. The heart
of Venice continues to beat
strong.
Our business district, one of
what I consider to be the five
main pillars of our community
HOLIC
and one I mentioned last year,
is doing well. Occupancy in our downtown area is
high although turnover seems to have increased
slightly. Some of our long term business owners
decided it was time to retire or move on and have
sold out their business to another generation willing to put in the long hours and hard work needed
to run a successful small business. I am concerned
about long-term closures of buildings like Pineapples and Gianni’s and hope that new owners will
step in and open a meaningful business in those
spots. We have also had some very successful local
businesses change owners like Made in Italy and

Robbi’s Reef, now Pinchers; changes not just for
retirement, but because of good economic business opportunities. The Business District stands out
as the center of the heart of Venice and is one of
the magnets that attract so many people to our
area.
I constantly receive compliments on how nice the
city looks and am confident that the people of Venice will continue to step forward and provide quality candidates for our offices to help maintain the
essential history and character of our city as we
continue to progress and evolve. (Vice Mayor) Bob
Daniels has provided an exceptional service of
bringing deficiencies and previously reported issues
to the forefront. We have far fewer issues falling
through the cracks than did prior councils.
Our budgetary process continues to improve under the leadership team of (City Manager) Ed Lavallee, (Finance Director) Linda Senne and
(Controller) Joe Welch. We continue to improve
both in transparency and readability making our
budget much more user friendly to both council
and the public.
Last year I stated several shortcomings of Council
as outlined in our Strategic Plan; they are re-stated
below with progress reports in italics:
We have tackled short-term parking solutions but
have failed to provide intermediate or long-term
solutions. This is an ongoing project both at the
beach and downtown. We had a momentary stall
on the third phase of additional beach parking and
will have to revisit it again this year. Until the county re-nourishes Caspersen Beach, we will continue

to have higher than normal pressure on our beaches. We are in the process of adding downtown
parking under the KMI Bridge.
We have failed to provide a long term solution to
eliminate the underfunding in the Police and Fire
pension plans. The Police pension is sufficiently
funded to be considered in good shape but still not
at my goal of at least 90% funding. Fire pension has
a way to go but is moving in the right direction.
We have failed to provide sufficient resources to
rewrite the Comprehensive Plan on a timely basis.
The Comprehensive Plan rewrite is complete! Our
Planning Commission, led by Chair Barry Snyder
and Director Jeff Shrum, completed a total re-write
of our Comprehensive Plan and the results were
outstanding. We now have an easy to follow, logical Comprehensive Plan that helps preserve the
character of Venice as it guides us through the next
decade of expansion of our population.
We have failed to develop and implement a plan
for the rehabilitation of Wellfield Park. We were
well on our way toward more improvements on
Wellfield having completed the removal of the lime
pits and corrected much of the drainage issue, but
our budgetary process for any improvement on any
park has been put on hold due to a termination of
the interlocal agreement with Sarasota County.
Until we have resolution of this interlocal agreement, we cannot determine if expenditures on the
parks will be for operation or repair and upgrades.
We have failed to acquire additional land for expansion of city services to make up for the loss of
Continued on page 13
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buildable land at Pinebrook Park. We now do have
38 acres of land in northeast Venice and an additional 10 acres for a new Public Safety Complex.
We have failed to fund the hardening of our Police Department building. The Public Safety bond is
now a reality and a new building will be started
soon. The new building will serve the city for many
years and will provide a relatively safe place for our
first responders and their families.
We have failed to come up with a plan to help in
the rebuilding of the Seaboard area exacerbated by
the 41 Bypass widening. There has been no movement is establishing a CRA and the Community Reinvestment Plan that the county has established
continues to be virtually unattainable for the city.
We have tried to use the Community Reinvestment
Plan to update and develop a plan for the Seaboard
area but were rejected. The application for those
funds continues to be cumbersome and elusive as it
is a project by project plan, not a long term neighborhood plan that is needed in the Seaboard area.
Growth is inevitable but we must do all we can to
minimize the impact that growth has on our city as
we continue to blend the old with the new.
There is little we can control outside our borders,
but we have kept, and will continue to keep Venice
Venice. It will be the job of this council and of
councils yet to come, to lessen the impact of people living in the surrounding areas such that our
infrastructure is not damaged or stressed to a point
where it is unusable by the citizens who live here. It
is my personal goal to have the associated Land
Development Regulations updated by September,
2019 so that they are integrated with the Comprehensive Plan and the next mayor will not be faced

Venice City E-News

with the monumental task and expense of updating our building and design codes, but rather
can focus on areas that he or she deems important
and relevant to the city.
Developers have kept the density in many of the
new developments to less than half that which the
land had been preapproved. Although this promotes urban sprawl, it also provides much more
green space and a less crowded feel to our communities within the greater Venice community. Much
of the new area of Venice is a patchwork of smaller
parcels of land, each developed individually, unlike
the Nolen Plan for Venice which was a city designed in its entirety. The connectivity and neighborhood parks so cherished in the Nolen Plan have
been replaced by walls, guarded entrance gates
and private parks in our new neighborhoods. I
hope the developers realize that someday, in the
not too distant future, people will want to walk,
cart or bike from one neighborhood to the other
without having to go out a guarded gate and into
another.
One of the Strategic Plan elements that continues to remain difficult to accomplish is workforce
housing in the areas where the workforce spends
their work day. I am very concerned that as the
West Villages builds out, that area will be able to
provide the volume of work for the commuting
workers we have and the Venice area will suffer
from a shortage of teachers, nurses, police, firefighters and the like outside the core of the city.
We are finally seeing the positive results of the
changes in health insurance plan to the city and we
have seen a projection of a turnaround in cost for
the pension plans with the most visible and dramatic savings being the police pension; partly be-
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cause of the near term market returns, but mostly
because of the high percentage of police officers
changing from city pension to FRS. Sometimes it is
difficult to see the effect of change on our budget,
but this one pension plan alone should see a reduction of about $1 million in general fund expenses
over the next three to four years due to the changes and that $1 million will then become an annual
savings. Fire pension payments, although not as
dramatic or large, should follow suit and start
showing a savings to the general fund. And, although health care continues to be a high cost, we
have saved many thousands, if not millions in
health care costs if compared to the plan that was
in place in 2010 versus the plan that is currently in
place. We must, however, continue to search for
better ways to provide for the well-being of our
employees at the most affordable rates possible.
There are many other positive occurrences in the
city, such as starting a ﬂeet funding system, assessing the condition of our buildings, receiving the
trust of our residents by voting for two bond referendums — $16 million for public safety and $18
million for roads – two projects that were very
much needed and could not be reasonably funded
in any other manner. We must now remember to
revive that trust and continue to keep our residents apprised of the progress we are making and
what it means for the future of the city.
Shortly, City Council will be engaged in revising
our Strategic Plan, an exercise that we were unable
to partake of last year. The Strategic Plan will allow
us to make course adjustments as we express our
collective thoughts for the direction we feel the
city should go for the next 5 years and beyond.
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Garden Club Home Tour set for March 9-10
The Venice Area Garden Club will hold its 29th Annual Home Tour from 10 a.m.
to 4p.m. Friday, March 9 and Saturday, March 10. Homes on this tour include a
garden oasis at 412 Nassau St. S., as well as houses at 713 Apalachicola and 132
Castile, and the historic Lord-Higel House behind City Hall, the second oldest
home in Sarasota County.
“Several years ago VAGC had the Triangle Inn, home of the Venice Museum and
Archives, on our tour and received very positive feedback,” said Tina Bird with
the Garden Club. “We realized that the Lord-Higel House was still under renovation, but also knew that the public was curious about the home and the history
behind it. We are emphasizing that this is another ''jewel" saved by a group of
caring volunteers with Venice Heritage Inc. and residents willing to help save the
structure. We find it fitting to include this historical residence along with the mix
of new, old and renovated homes on the Island of Venice.
“Last year $40,000 of the proceeds of the tour went to new and repeat VHS
scholarship recipients.”
Tour cost is $20, cash or check only. The tour is a fundraiser for Venice High
School scholarships. All tour-goers are required to show a ticket at each house/
garden. For more information, call 210-317-7904.
Tickets may be purchased from any member of the Garden Club, or at the following locations:
*
Cardware – U.S. Post Office, Venice Pines, 1244 Jacaranda Blvd., 493-8636.
* Celebration Corner – 303A W. Venice Ave., Venice, 484-2206.
* Classic Creations in Diamonds & Gold Inc. – 2389 Tamiami Trail S., Venice, 497
-6331.
* Collectors Gallery & Framery – 114 S. Nokomis Ave., Venice, 488-3029.
* Deborah’s Quilt Basket – 337 W. Venice Ave., Venice, 488-6866.
* Down Island Way Boutique – 225 W. Miami Ave., #2, Venice, 451-9668.
* Needlefish Yarns of Venice – 258 W. Miami Ave. (Pattison Building), Venice,
486-1584.
* Village Pharmacy of Nokomis – 1095 Tamiami Trail, Nokomis, 488-8800.

The Venice Area Garden Club’s

29th Annual Home Tour March 910 includes properties at 412 Nassau St. S.(above), 713 Apalachicola
(right), and 132 Castile (below).
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Tea fundraiser proceeds to restore historic Eagle Point Bell
“A Fascinating Tea” fundraiser organized by the Questers of Historic Spanish Point, Chapter
1477, is set for 1-4 p.m. Wednesday, March 14 at the Venice Yacht Club, 1330 Tarpon Center Dr.
The event will include tea with light finger food. Participants can also make their own Englishstyle fascinator headpiece with imported millinery materials, and hear a firsthand account of
the Royal Ascot experience from a member of the Royal Enclosure.
All proceeds will benefit the restoration of the historic Woodmere Eagle Point Bell, mounted
at the Triangle Inn (Venice Museum & Archives). Tickets, at $55 per person, are available at Venice Wine & Coffee at 201 W. Venice Ave.

Bell history
The Eagle Point Bell was salvaged from a logging train used in Woodmere, a sawmill town
south of Venice, on what is now State Road 776. The abundance of pine trees in that area were
dying from having been “bled” for their resin to make turpentine, a much-valued commodity.
The trees were harvested for their timber, which was then hauled to the port at Charlotte Harbor. A community of 150 workers and their families supported the mill at Woodmere. The mill
was built in 1918 by Manasota Lumber Corporation and operated at peak capacity until 1927,
when the stand of trees was depleted. The sawmill buildings burned to the ground in 1930.
The bell may have been used within the Woodmere community as a school bell or to alert
families and workers in the event of an emergency. It is assumed the bell came to Eagle Point
either when the mill closed or in 1930, after the fire. The bell was used to summon guests to
lunch and dinner at Eagle Point, a prime waterfront property in Venice with an elite hunting and
fishing camp, established in 1916 by Mrs. Potter Palmer.
The camp was purchased by Mike Evans in 1918, then sold to Mr. and Mrs. Kingsbury Curtis in
1923. Georgette Williams married Jack Duke in 1946, and the couple lived at Eagle Point where
he served as maintenance superintendent and fishing guide.
In 1953, Jack Duke became manager of the resort. The resort was sold in 1989, and soon after
that, the bell was moved to the Duke residence on Dona Bay. Until the property was sold to
The Eagle Point Bell at the Triangle Inn.
Glenn Goodman in 1989, Eagle Point was the oldest continuously operated resort in Sarasota
County. Eagle Point was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on Oct. 3, 1991.
The Venice Museum & Archives acquired the bell through the generosity of the estate of Georgette Williams Duke, the younger daughter of George and
Hattie Williams, owners of the first Dairy Farm in Nokomis. The bell now resides at the entrance to the Triangle Inn.
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

At left and above, Mayor John Holic reads a proclamation at the Feb. 13
City Council meeting naming Feb. 18-24, 2018, "Engineers Week," presented to City Engineer Kathleen Weeden; Assistant City Engineer
James Clinch; Stormwater Engineer Tara McKinney; Assistant Utilities
Director John Monville; Assistant City Manager Len Bramble; Utilities
Director Javier Vargas; Greg Stevens, P.E., President of the Florida Engineering Society-Myakka Chapter; and Chris Sharek of the environmental
engineering firm Sharek Solutions, a former city Utilities director.
As his daughters
Charlotte and
Caroline and wife
Megan (left) and
members of the
Venice Fire Department (right)
look on, Firefighter/EMT Ryan
Hellmer is sworn
in to the department by Mayor
John Holic during
the Feb. 13 City
Council meeting.
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Mayor John Holic reads a proclamation naming March 512, 2018, "Up with People Week" at the Feb. 27 City
Council meeting, as cast members and sponsors of the
uplifting, multicultural program look on. UWP Promotion Manager Michelle Aguirre, center, accepted the
proclamation and spoke about the show. Local Up with
People performances are at 7 p.m. March 9-10 in the
Venice High School gym. Tickets are available at the
Venice Gondolier, Venice Chamber of Commerce and at
upwithpeople.org/venice.

Mayor John Holic recognizes Council Members
Chuck Newsom, Fred Fraize, Mitzie Fiedler and
Rich Cautero on Feb. 27 for obtaining Certificates

of Completion of the Institute for Elected Municipal Officials.
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New VMA exhibit highlights Woman’s Club
The Venice Museum & Archives is celebrating one of Venice’s oldest social clubs, the
Venice-Nokomis Woman’s Club, by highlighting its achievements in the Venice community.
The VMA’s next temporary exhibit, titled
"Venice-Nokomis Woman’s Club: Over 90
Years Serving the Community," will travel
through the club’s history from its first
meeting in 1926 to its continued community
fundraising and impact today.
The exhibit is the latest temporary exhibit at
the VMA. It is scheduled to run from March 12
to the end of July 2018.
Come see for yourself and learn what famous Venice resident started the

club and how the club’s foresight was used to
start one of Venice’s most celebrated resources: its library!
The VMA, located in the historic Triangle Inn
at 351 Nassau St. S. on the island of Venice, is
open free to the public year-round on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. and the first and third Saturdays of the month from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., October through April.
For more information, call 941-882-7229.
You can also visit the VMA's website at
www.VeniceMuseum.org and Like them on
Facebook at
www.facebook.com/.veniceﬂarchives.

Above left, a Venice-Nokomis
Woman's Club meeting in the dining
room of the Venice Hotel,
1946. From left, Mrs. Walter; original club president Mrs. Fred H. Albee (Louella); Mrs. Carl Hamilton
(Marge); unknown; Mrs. Clyde V.
Higel (Ruth); and Mrs. James Dempsey (Ann).

At left, the 1952 VNWC’s Gold
Room at 200 Harbor Drive. This
room housed what became the
foundation of the Venice Public Library’s initial book collection.
Photos: Venice Museum & Archives

Woman’s Club members at the 2017 Grumpy Old Men
Breakfast Fundraiser. Photo: VNWC
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Calling all bibliophiles: Book Fair and Writers Fest is March 23-24
The annual Venice Book Fair and Writers Festival takes place Friday and Saturday,
March 23-24. Friday kicks off the event with the Writers Festival in the community room
at Venice Centre Mall, 238 Tampa Ave.
The festival begins at 2 p.m. with a panel discussion about writing and publishing books

for children. Speakers are Kim Cool, Clarissa Thomasson and Stacy DeKeyser, all published authors of children’s books.
At 3:30 p.m. the subject shifts to writing and publishing action novels for adults. Panelists are Richard Wickliffe, Diane Sawyer, Susan Klaus and Don Bruns.
At 5 p.m. best-selling thriller writer David Hagberg returns with his third master class,
this year focusing on developing real characters that readers believe in. He will go over
how to plot modern commercial fiction while staying out of trouble and discuss the problem of time in the novel — how to dilate and contract it. The class is designed so partici-

pants need not have attended previously.
Authors will be available to sign their books after each presentation.
The event culminates in a wine and cheese reception at 6:30 p.m. Cost is $20, and
space is limited. Reservations will be taken on a first-come, first-serve basis. To reserve a
spot with Paypal, visit www.venicebookfair.com/events or send a check for $20 to Venice Heritage Inc., PO Box 1190, Venice, FL 34284-1190.
Another popular part of the event for writers is the opportunity to present a pitch to
someone in the publishing business on Saturday.
Authors bring a detailed synopsis of their work with contact information and the first
10 pages of their manuscripts to their assigned time for the one-on-one pitches. Each
author has 10 minutes to make the pitch, followed by 5 minutes of evaluation from an
editor or agent. To sign up, send an email to venicewritersfestival@gmail.com or sign up
online at www.venicebookfair.com. Requests for the limited time slots will be honored in the order they are received.
Continued on page 20
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Book Fair, from page 19

Those who are lucky enough to be in downtown
Venice Saturday will find a park lined with colorful
tents full of books. More than 50 authors will sell
and sign their books and speak with their readers
in Centennial Park from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Almost half
of these authors have books for children (or grandchildren) for sale. Examples include “Scuba Zak
Meets Thaddeus the Barracuda” by Alice Cypress
and “Upton the Dog Detective: Tip Top” by D.G.
Stern.
Many of the books are of local interest.
Les and Kimball Beery will be back with their
“Angler’s Guide to Kayak Fishing in Southwest Florida.” Bob Fuqua will sell “Hunting Fossil Shark
Teeth in Venice, Florida.”
Well-known local author Kim Cool, a writer at the
Venice Gondolier-Sun, will have a variety of her
books, including the beautifully illustrated “Turtle
Tales” and “Venice History.”
Several novels at the book fair are set in local
areas. R.J. Coon’s latest book, “Missing,” takes place in Venice. Donn Fleming’s “Sarasota Sunrise,” Don Stratton’s “Wicar’s Legacy – A Hunter McCoy Mystery

at the Ringling Museum of Art,” and Clarissa Thomasson’s historical fiction, “Surviving Sarasota” are set in Sarasota. Farther up the coast in St. Petersburg is
the setting for Shannon Esposito’s “For Pete’s Sake: A Pet Psychic Mystery.”
Other categories of available books are self-help, history, business and health.
Check the event website for a full list of authors participating in 2018.
— Provided by Pam Johnson
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Have you signed up for CodeRED alerts yet?
Hurricane season starts in June — have you signed up for CodeRED yet?
The City of Venice uses CodeRED to send emergency notifications by phone, email, text and
social media to keep citizens informed of emergencies such as evacuation notices, utility outages, water main breaks, fire or ﬂoods, chemical spills, or other emergency situations. Many residents found the free service extremely useful before, during and
after Hurricane Irma in September, when multiple CodeREDs were sent out.
The city also uses CodeRED Weather Warning, a unique service that automatically notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after a warning has been issued by the National Weather Service. The CodeRED Weather Warning is also available to city residents at no cost. Hurricane season runs June
1 through Nov. 30.
The city may also activate CodeRED to send general notifications to registered subscribers to communicate non-life safety matters, such as planned road
closures, water main repairs, and water and power service interruptions. By selecting the box for general alerts, you will also receive these types of notifications. Registering for CodeRED is quick and easy: Sign up online at www.venicegov.com. At the top of the homepage, click on “CodeRed” (above the Search
bar). Click on the link to sign up and select the second option, “NO, I would like to review and submit my information,” and fill in the fields. Then add the following numbers to your caller ID or contacts: 866-419-5000, Emergency Calls; 855-969-4636, General Calls; and 800-566-9780, Weather Warnings.
Things to know about CodeRED
CodeRED delivers notifications by phone calls to landlines and cell phones, emails, texts, social media, and/or mobile alerts. It is compatible with TDD/TTY
devices for those with hearing impairments. Individuals and businesses may add as many phone numbers, emails and text numbers as desired.
Residents and visitors alike can receive enhanced public safety alerts no matter where you are located via the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, a free public safety

app for both Android and iPhone users. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app delivers community and emergency alerts to individuals targeted within an impacted
geographical area so that you may also receive timely notifications when you’re on the road, or away from home.
If you are currently a CodeRED subscriber who has already registered your cellphone to receive notifications from the City of Venice, you will continue to
receive calls. However, if you download the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, you will also receive alerts via your smartphone anywhere in the country, including
Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Alaska. To download the free CodeRED Mobile Alert app, visit the Google Play or iTunes store.
For more information about the CodeRED service, or to sign up by phone, call 941-882-7401.
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VMA VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

Sandie Carter
Editor’s Note: This feature spotlights the hardworking, dedicated volunteers at the Venice Museum & Archives.
How long have you lived in the area? My in-laws bought a condo on Tarpon Center Drive in 1987, so my
husband Scott and I have been coming down here from Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, since then and just love it. I
was a school teacher for 17 years and a principal for 18 years with the Pewaukee School District, and retired in
2012. My husband retired 3 years ago as an IT manager with a hydraulics company in Milwaukee. We’ve now
owned the condo for 6 years, and we winter here from January through April . Our grandkids come down and
go to the splash pad, we take them shopping downtown, they go swimming in the Gulf. It’s such a walkable
community. My husband can walk to tennis, walk to the Saturday market. It makes for a pretty special place.
How long have you volunteered at the VMA? For 2 years.
When do you come in? Wednesdays from 1-4 p.m.
What are some of your duties? I serve as a docent, but I also keep track of money, welcome people, and
give them as much information as they want. Some people don’t want any, some want a little bit, and some
want to know everything!
How did you start volunteering at the museum? All the years I came down here, I never knew this place
existed! About 2 years ago, I read in the paper about an Eagle Point Tour, with tickets for it available at the
Venice Museum. I said, “Where’s that?” That’s how I started volunteering. I also wanted to do something to
give back to the community. We’re here during the high season, so it’s a perfect fit.
I’m intrigued with history. I also volunteer at the Oconomowoc Historical Society & Museum. A lot of the city
history there had an erratic filing system when I started 5 years ago. I created an Excel spreadsheet to help
organize the files. I volunteer at the Dodge/Jefferson Counties Genealogical Society as well, doing data entry.
People can do research on a family member and find out information. I have a big
interest in genealogy. A lot of my family
The Venice Museum & Archives could use more vol* Be reliable
were Prussian and settled in the area near
unteers.
Those
interested
should
go
to
the
VMA,
* Be available for the same 3-hour shift each week on
Watertown, Wisc., where there were a lot
housed in the Triangle Inn at 351 Nassau St. S., on Ven- a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday
of Germans, in 1844-1860.
* Check their email every day (non-negotiable)
What do you like most about the VMA? ice island, and fill out an application. Museum staff will
contact
you
for
an
interview
if
your
skills
and
interests
* Be computer literate
I meet people from all over the U.S.,
* Provide tours of the first ﬂoor
mostly the Midwest and East Coast. It’s fun match the museum’s needs. Experience is not necessary, but preferred.
* Sell items in the gift shop and make change
to talk to them. I always like to ask, “Why
Prospective docents must:
* Answer the phone
* Be a people person
* Assist staff as necessary
Continued on page 23
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Report city issues on the go with SeeClickFix
Reporting a concern in Venice is just a few clicks away. The city’s SeeClickFix http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice.
platform, Venice Connect, allows citizens to report quality-of-life issues —

Use SeeClickFix to request assistance with City of Venice services or report

such as potholes, road-

problems, such as potholes, streetlights that are out, broken sidewalks,

side junk and tall grass

stormdrain issues, traffic signal/sign problems, code violations, etc. Venice

— and request city ser-

Connect will acknowledge newly submitted issues and forward them to the

vices.

appropriate departments to take care of the requests. Users will receive email

With free SeeClickFix mobile app and web tools, citizens are able to provide

updates and can come back here to check the status of submitted issues.

city staff with pictures, videos, specific descriptions and more — valuable in-

When the issue is resolved, the issue can be closed. Separate issues should be

formation needed to get the job done efficiently. In addition, the SeeClickFix

submitted as separate SeeClickFix reports.

platform provides city officials with a centralized issue management system to

Note: Please make sure that the address you are providing is the location of

manage issues from creation to resolution, engaging citizens throughout the

the issue being reported. For more information on using the program, call

process.

941-882-7401.

SeeClickFix Venice Connect is available as an app for Android and iPhone.

Law enforcement issues of an emergency nature need to be reported direct-

Select Venice Connect from your app store on your device. There is also a link

ly to the Venice Police Department by calling 911. VPD’s non-emergency num-

to the program at the top of the homepage on the city’s website,

ber is 941-486-2444. After-hours Utilities emergencies can be reported at 941-

www.venicegov.com (above the Search bar), or go directly to SeeClickFix at

486-2770.

VMA Volunteer, from page 22

teer training and lunch, I thought that was just great. I feel very much at home

Venice?” They always say it’s like an oasis here. It’s so neighborhood-like, such here.
Do you plan to keep volunteering at the museum? Sure, for the foreseeaa beautiful place. Dr. (Fred) Albee’s (early settler of the area) niece came in
once, and I met her. I thought that was so cool.

ble future. Once we get the archives building across the street (the Dale Lan-

Since I’m interested in history, I’m also learning more and more all the time. ing and Julia Cousins Laning Archives & Research Center) open, I’m more than
The people here so nice, so friendly and welcoming. In January we had volun- happy to help there too.
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PARK SPOTLIGHT: WEST BLALOCK PARK
World-renowned city planner John Nolen, who planned Venice in
1926 for the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, dotted the city
with open space for parks.
West Blalock Park, located across from the Triangle Inn/Venice Museum & Archives and the Community Center at 200 Turin St., is

named for James T. Blalock, who served as mayor of Venice from
1929-41. The statues in the park of a manatee, sea turtle, Florida
panther and tarpon were created by Atlanta artist Thomas Prochnow.
West Blalock includes the Monty Andrews Arboretum, sidewalks,
shade trees and a gazebo in an area sometimes used for special
events, including the annual Christmas Tree Lighting in December.
The arboretum names many types of palm trees and is decorated by
Venice Area Beautification Inc. for the holidays.

More information on Venice parks, along with photos, amenities,
and maps of their locations, can be found by going to
www.venicegov.com and hovering on Things To Do at top, then clicking on Parks Directory. You can also take a virtual tour.
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KEEPING VENICE BEAUTIFUL

Later in the month, 23
KVBers working on the
north side of the Circus
Bridge, at right and below,
carried off 12 truckloads of
Brazilian pepper and two
huge bags of litter.

Team KVB (Keep Venice Beautiful) took a huge bite out of the Hurricane Irma
damage that lay along the Trail between the Buick dealership and Bellagio in
mid-February, as shown in these before (above) and after (below) photos.
KVB members had some help from Jeff Devine of WCIND, who chainsawed a
portion of a fallen tree. Members removed a large amount of snake plants,
ventured off trail through the underbrush to drag a pile of Irma debris further
into the property, and tackled carrotwood and Brazilian pepper wherever
they found it. The City of Venice is appreciative of their efforts!

At right, Team KVB
members tackle the
grasses at the Venice
Train Depot.

March 2018
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CONSTRUCTION CORNER
The following construction and other projects are ongoing in the Venice area:


Concrete replacement and asphalt resurfacing is progressing well on the island of Venice for the Road Bond Resurfacing Project, Phase 1. The contractor is
removing the old asphalt pavement and installing new asphalt pavement on the following roadways: Bird Bay Drive North, Bird Bay Drive East, and Bird
Bay Drive West. Please be aware that any private improvement such as landscaping or sprinkler heads directly against the roadway could be impacted during the pavement removal process. The contractor will be restoring the area after the paving process is complete. Your patience is greatly appreciated.
Please be prepared to move any parked vehicles from the roadway. For more information, call Assistant City Engineer James Clinch at 941-882-7410.



Cleaning and CCTV inspection of a sanitary sewer gravity main is being performed by UIT LLC in the following sewer lift station basin areas:
No. 1 — west of U.S. 41 and mostly east of Harbor Dr. S. between Maggiore Rd./Turin St. W south to Airport Ave.
No. 2 — west of Intracoastal Waterway and mostly east of Harbor Dr. S. between Nassau St. N. south to Turin St. W.
No. 3 — west of Harbor Dr. S. between Alhambra Rd./Gulf Manor Dr. up to Granada Ave. and west of Armada Rd S. to the Gulf up to Apalachicola Rd.
No. 10 — from E. Venice Ave. south along East Gate Dr. and north along Peach St. back to E. Venice Ave.
The work involves large trucks and opening manholes. Door hangers about the project will be distributed prior to beginning work. Some areas will require
entering private property to gain access to the utility easement; in these cases, the contractor will coordinate with the property owner. Completion is expected in early March 2018. For more information, call the Venice Utilities Department Water Reclamation Facility Eastside Plant at 941-486-2788.



Go Utilities is constructing a water main extension in the Fairways of Capri development, along Pellegrin Ave. in Venice. The work consists of connecting two
water main dead ends to improve ﬂow and pressure. Pipe installation and service line relocations are complete. Road restoration is anticipated to be complete mid-March or sooner. The water main extension and replacement along the west side of Seaboard Ave., from the post office to U.S. 41. is complete. The new line will be tied into the existing when the FDEP approval has been received. Project completion, including restoration, is expected midMarch. For more information, call the Water Reclamation Facility Eastside Plant at 941-486-2788.



Construction of the William H. Jervey Jr. Venice Public Library commenced on Nov. 1, with completion anticipated in fall 2018, and move-in and opening
following soon after. The existing library patron parking lot at 305 Nokomis Ave. S. will be partially closed for the duration of construction. A portion of the
parking area has been secured with construction fencing and screening and will be used for construction offices, storage and worker parking.



Andrews Sitework continues work on the water main abandonment within the median of Venice Avenue. Ninety-five percent of the utility work within the
median is complete, the remaining work is to inject the ﬂowable fill into the existing lines to complete the abandonment process. This work is being performed at night to minimize disruption to traffic and activity in the downtown area and is expected to be completed in one night and by the first week of
March. For more information, call the Eastside Water Reclamation Facility, at 941-486-2788.

Continued on page 27
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CONSTRUCTION CORNER (con’t from page 26)


Installation of concrete sidewalks to fill gaps in existing sidewalk access and associated stormwater work is underway in multiple locations throughout
the city. The contractor is currently working at Park Boulevard S. from Gulf Street to Cornwell on the Gulf, and then will be installing sidewalks at the Airport Access Road from Airport Avenue to Business U.S. 41, Fiesole Street from Nokomis Avenue to The Rialto, and Firenze Avenue from Nokomis Avenue
to The Rialto. For more information, contact Assistant City Engineer James Clinch at 941-882-7410.



Edmondson Multi-Use Trail: Installation of a 10-foot wide multi-use trail along the southern side of Edmondson Road from Pinebrook Road to Auburn
Road. This new trail will provide an ADA compliant trail along this corridor for use by pedestrians and bicycles. Please expect traffic delays and temporary
lane closures in this area. For more information, call James Clinch, Assistant City Engineer, at 941-882-7410.



Hatchett Creek Under-Bridge Parking Project: Beginning Feb. 20 and lasting for 2 months, a contractor will be installing a gravel parking area underneath the Hatchett Creek U.S. 41 Business bridge adjacent to the Hamilton Building. This will provide additional public parking for use at the temporary
library, downtown and for special events. For more information, call James Clinch, Assistant City Engineer, at 941-882-7410.



Laurel Road at the Legacy Trail Crossing: Crews are constructing a pedestrian bridge along the Legacy Trail over Laurel Road. Please be aware of construction vehicles entering and leaving the construction zone. Trail traffic on the south side of Laurel Road has shifted to a temporary paved trail. The original crosswalk at the Legacy Trail is no longer active. Please follow detour signs to the Mission Valley Boulevard crosswalk to the east to cross Laurel Road.
The sidewalk on the south side of Laurel Road has been closed. Please follow detour signs provided. Denson Construction Inc. is the contractor for the
bridge. Expected completion is fall 2018.



From Mission Valley Boulevard to the end at Laurel Road, tree work will be done on the sides of the road. There will be sidewalk closures on work
zones Monday through Friday of next week. Flaggers in the work zones will be present. Motorists are urged to use caution while traveling through these
areas and be mindful of the ﬂaggers, work crews and equipment.

Like us on Facebook:
Venice, Florida Municipal Government
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AROUND TOWN

Apron renovations, below, (pictured near the administration building) and large T-hangar construction, above, continue at Venice
Municipal Airport.

More than two dozen friends and historic preservationists gathered in the courtyard of the Granada Apartments on Feb. 9 to dedicate a palm tree in honor of
Don and Irene O'Connell. The couple were honored for their many contributions
to the Venice area over many decades and for their commitment to preserving
the community's rich history. It was originally constructed in 1927 as Venice's first
affordable apartments. The O'Connells purchased the complex 30 years ago and
have continued to maintain it as such. "For over 50 years, Don and Irene O'Connell have had a sustaining interest in Venice and its rich history," said Sue Chapman, member and former president of the Venice Area Historical Society. "It is
fitting that this occasion will be celebrated by the planting of a living tree that
will remind us of their deep-rooted commitment to this historic city."
Photo: Larry Humes
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AROUND TOWN

The week of Feb. 23, the Venice Police and Fire Departments held
active shooter drills at the elementary and high schools. The drills
were not meant to frighten students, but to make sure, if an event
were to occur, that all are well-prepared. We are lucky to be a part of
a community that is committed to making sure our schools are safe.

Page 30

Venice City E-News

March 2018

AROUND TOWN

Work on the new Venice Library is rapidly advancing at Nokomis and
Milan Avenues near the Venice Community Center. The project is
expected to be completed by Sarasota County in the fall.

City Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator Darlene
Culpepper (at left and above, in front) had a
great turnout for the monthly 6-mile bike
ride around Venice island on Feb. 14. The
next ride, an inaugural Historic Bike Tour, is
set for March 14. Just bring your bicycle and
a helmet to City Hall at 10 a.m., and learn
about the history of the City!

At right, City Public Works staff, under the management of Maintenance Supervisor Tim George, recently spruced up the ADA parking at
Humphris Park at the South Jetty.
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AROUND TOWN

Children from Grace United Methodist Preschool visited Suncoast Air Center on Feb. 9 to check out a helicopter (inset, with Suncoast Managing Director Alex Landry) and a
World War II-era B-24 Liberator on display as part of the annual Wings of Freedom Tour at the Venice Airport.
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Water Distribution System Improvements
The Venice Utilities Water Valve Replacement Program is a major capital improvement to the City’s water distribution system. Replacement of old inoperable valves
increases the integrity and daily operation and maintenance of the system. Temporary loss of service areas are minimized when all isolation valves are operational.
Phase 12 of this program recently began and includes in-line water main, fire hydrants, and fire hydrant valves. The City recently completed work in 2 areas:
Area 2 — Two fire hydrants, one at 614 Marcus St. and one at 622 Marcus St. were
replaced on Feb. 26.
Area 3 — A fire hydrant at 1000 Pinebrook Road was replaced on Feb. 27.
The remaining 5 locations for the work and anticipated impacts are:
Area 4 — A fire hydrant at 440 Bayshore Dive will be replaced. The work is scheduled to occur on March 8. Interruptions to potable water service for customers at
601-612 Laguna Drive, 429-464 Bayshore Drive, and 416 Park Blvd. North will occur

Above: New in-line water valve and new fire hydrant with valve.

between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Lane closures will take place on Bayshore Drive while
work is in progress.
Area 5 — A fire hydrant at 1100 Capri Isles Blvd. (Lakes of Capri) will be replaced. The work is scheduled to occur on March 14. Interruptions to potable water service for customers in Buildings 4 and 5 of Lakes of Capri will occur between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Parking on the east side of the clubhouse will be im-

pacted while the work is occurring.
Area 6 — A fire hydrant at 927 Capri Isles Blvd. will be replaced. The work is scheduled to occur on March 15. Interruptions to potable water service for customers at 925-937 Capri Isles Boulevard will occur between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Parking on the east side of 925 Capri Isles Blvd. will be impacted while the
work is occurring.
Continued on page 33
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Improvements, from page 32

Area 7 — A fire hydrant in the median of Bay Indies Boulevard south of Inagua Avenue will
be replaced. This work is scheduled to occur on March 21.
Interruptions to potable water service for Indies House, the laundry facility, and other adjacent community facilities will occur between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Lane closures will take

place on Bay Indies Boulevard while the work is occurring.
Area 8 — A fire hydrant at 943 W. Roseau Ave. will be replaced and a new valve will be installed in the median of Bay Indies Boulevard south of Sand Cay Avenue. This work is scheduled to occur on March 27. Interruptions to potable water service for Bay Room, the community office, the locker room, and other adjacent community facilities will occur between 8 a.m.
and 3:30 p.m. Lane closures will take place on Bay Indies Boulevard while the work is occurring.

Customers whose potable water service will be interrupted will receive boil water advisories
in advance of the shutdown. As a precaution, those customers should be prepared to use
bottled water or boiled water for drinking and cooking for 72 hours after water service is restored.
Please refer to the following page for additional information on boil water
advisories: https://www.venicegov.com/government/utilities/boil-wateradvisories.

For updates on this project, go to www.venicegov.com and scroll slightly
down the homepage to the News tab.
For additional information, please contact the City of Venice Utilities Department at 941-480-3333.

Above, installation of a new in-line water valve.
Below, existing in-line valve and new valve pre-installation.
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VHS PARADE OF CHAMPIONS

Thousands turned out for the Venice High School Parade of Champions on Saturday, Feb. 3 to celebrate
the VHS state champion football and volleyball
teams, and state champion swimmer Kristen Nutter.
The parade was followed by a rally and BBQ in Centennial Park.
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ITALIAN FEAST
The 30th Annual Italian Feast & Carnival, a celebration of Italian
food and culture for all ages, was held Feb. 22-25 at the Airport
Festival Grounds.
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Venice Theatre

Venice Art Center

Venice Performing Arts Center

140 Tampa Ave. W.
941-488-1115
www.venicestage.com

390 Nokomis Ave. S.
941-485-7136
www.veniceartcenter.com

1 Indian Ave.
941-480-3191
www.veniceperformingartscenter.com

“The Toxic Avenger”
Feb. 8-March 4

“Spring Members Show”

“Larry Gatlin & the Gatlin Brothers”
March 10

“Dreamgirls”
Feb. 20-March 18
“The Capitol Steps” SOLD OUT
March 4-6
“The Kingston Trio”
March 11-12
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream”
March 15-April 8
“26th Annual Silver Foxes Show”
March 19-22 & 24
“The Grapes of Wrath”
April 10-29
“Not GenERIC, EsotERIC” with Eric Watters
April 16
“Debbie Does Dallas: The Musical”
April 26-May 20

March 2-30
“Musical Inspirations”
April 6-May 4
“South Sarasota School Show”
May 8-17
“Hot, Hot, Hot”
May 25-July 6

“U.S. Army Field Band: Jazz Ambassadors” FREE
March 13
“A Symphonic Journey”
Venice Symphony
March 16-17
“Kadan Bart Rockett”
March 23-24
“Broadway Our Way”
March 25
“Up, Up and Away”
Venice Concert Band
March 26
“Bossa Nova All Stars”
March 31
“Semi Toned”
April 6
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WATER RULES
City of Venice residents are permitted to irrigate lawns
one day per week:
Even addresses on Tuesdays
Odd addresses on Thursdays
Before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. for properties under 2
acres. For properties 2 acres or greater, watering is allowed
before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.
Hand watering hot spots and micro-irrigation of other
plants is allowed on any day, at any time.
New and replaced lawns get a 60-day exemption. Irrigation can occur any time of day on the day of installation,
and during the restricted hours on any day thereafter for up
to 60 days.
There are no restrictions on car washing, pressure washing, use of fountains or use of reuse or reclaimed water. A
shut-off nozzle on hoses should be used for car washing and
hand watering of garden plants. Conservation is encouraged.

Watch city meetings
To access meeting agendas, visit www.venicegov.com.
In the middle of the homepage at left, click on the Meetings button,
find the meeting you want to view, look to the right of it and click on
Agenda, click open and view. To watch City meetings, instead of clicking
on Agenda, click on Video or “In progress.”
They are also rebroadcast the week after the meeting on Access 19
(Comcast Channel 19; Verizon/Frontier Channel 32).

March 2018

Venice named a top charming
small town in Florida
The travel blog touropia.com has named Venice No. 7 on a listing
of 15 “Most Charming Small Towns in Florida.”
According to the site: “A historic downtown with a lot of character
due to its Italian architecture dating back to 1925, Venice has a lot of
recreational opportunities — swimming, fishing, shark tooth hunting
(of course!), and plenty of weekend entertainment.”
View the full article by going to www.touropia.com/small-towns-inﬂorida/.

Sheriff’s Office donates computers to YMCA
The Sarasota
County Sheriff’s
Office donated 10
computers to the
Venice YMCA on
Feb. 26. The computers were
seized during investigations into
illegal Internet
gambling cafes
throughout Sarasota County and
prior to the donation, cleaned by
digital forensic technicians. The 10 computers will be repurposed and
placed at two sunshine education academy campuses in Venice, supporting both administrative and classroom needs.
Photo: Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office

