VENICE CITY E-NEWS

January 2018

A PUBLICATION FOR THE CITIZENS OF VENICE, FL

MAYOR
John Holic
VICE MAYOR

Pillar Award champions Ryan’s legacy
Family members of John Ryan, longtime president and CEO of the Venice
Area Chamber of Commerce, accepted a

Bob Daniels

posthumous Pillar of the Community
Award in his honor Dec. 12 from Mayor
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Rich Cautero
Mitzie Fiedler
Fred Fraize
Jeanette Gates
Chuck Newsom
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John Holic. “If you wanted to see someone who exuded Venice, it was John
Ryan,” Holic said during the presentation at a City Council meeting.
Ryan died suddenly at age 59 after
suffering a heart attack at home in August.
Local attorney Jeff Boone spoke during the presentation about his “true

John Holic presents the Mayor’s Pillar of the Community Award honoring the late

lifelong friend” — the two met when

John Ryan to Ryan’s family members — daughter Michelle, wife Anne and sister

they were 6 months old after Ryan

Sandy.

moved to the area with his family from Fort Pierce, Fla. They played together as babies and attended Venice Ele-

CHARTER OFFICERS

City Manager Ed Lavallee
City Clerk Lori Stelzer
City Attorney David Persson

mentary, Venice Junior High and Venice High School, graduating together in 1976.
Twenty years ago there was a opening on Chamber staff, and Ryan was hired, Boone said. Three years later he

was appointed interim president, then president. “From then on, John did a tremendous job at the chamber,”
Boone said.
To be placed on the newsletter distribution list, email city Public Information
Officer Lorraine Anderson at landerson@venicegov.com or call 941-882-7401.

Continued on page 2
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Boone added the fact the Chamber was able to carry on so seamlessly following John’s sudden departure is a credit to the phenomenal staff he put together and the foundation he laid.

“There’s a very vibrant, active business community in Venice, and a lot of
that has to do with how well John did as
the president of the chamber for 17
years,” Boone said.
He emphasized that Venice has grown
into a great community, and the Cham-

ber has been at the forefront of all the
positive change that’s happened over
JOHN RYAN

the years.
“If you like all the beautiful plants and

trees and everything downtown, that’s Venice Area Beautification Inc., which
was spawned by the Chamber,” Boone said. “The waterway trail and the old
railroad line bicycle trail now up through Oscar Scherer state park and farther

north, that was 100% the idea and the effort of the Venice Area Chamber of
Commerce to get that started. Without the Chamber, that never would have
happened.
“There are so many things in Venice that is why Venice is such a great place
to live that the Chamber is involved in, and John being the president of the
chamber, was right there in the middle of all of that stuff. He was very proud
of that. “
He added of the Pillar Award: “I promise you, (Ryan) would have been beaming from ear to ear, just so proud, that he would have received this.
Holic called Ryan “a true friend of the city, a true friend of Venice. He loved
it.”

Above, attorney Jeff Boone, a lifelong friend of John Ryan, talks about Ryan’s
legacy to Venice. Below, Ryan’s daughter Michelle thanks the Mayor and Council for the award, adding that her father used to joke that after she was born,
“they shut down the maternity ward at Venice Hospital.”
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‘Coming soon’ sign unveiled for Laning Archives Center
Thanks to the generous contribution of Dale Laning and Julia Cousins Laning, the City of Venice was able to acquire, and will soon reno-

vate, a house at 224 Milan Ave. W. as The Dale Laning and Julia Cousins Laning Archives & Research Center.
An unveiling of a “coming soon” sign was held at noon Tuesday,
Dec. 19 at the location, on the island of Venice across from the Venice Museum & Archives/Triangle Inn.
Julia, who recently celebrated her 96th birthday, was in attendance, along with Mayor John Holic, Vice Mayor Bob Daniels, Council
Member Rich Cautero and city Historical Resources Manager Harry
Klinkhamer. Julia was accompanied by her nephew, Jimmy Cousins
— who just returned from a trip to Laos — and her niece, Julie
Hanon.
“She’s been waiting for years for today, Aunt Julie,” Jimmy said
Above, Mayor John Holic
and Historical Resources

during the ceremony. “This is our little contribution to history.”
When the renovations to the building are completed, it will allow

Manager Harry Klinkhamer

the Historical Resources Department to gather the city’s historical

unveil the new “coming

collection in one location. Due to concerns about the collection

soon” sign for the Laning

straining the second floor of the Triangle Inn, it was relocated in De-

Archives & Research Cen-

cember 2015 to three different locations where the environmental

ter, as Julia’s nephew, Jim-

conditions are not ideal. The Lanings’ $1 million donation through

my Cousins, applauds. At
left, Julia Cousins Laning,

96, at the ceremony.

the Gulf Coast Community Foundation is funding the Milan Avenue
building’s purchase and renovation, as well as refurbishments to the
Triangle Inn.
“The future Dale Laning and Julia Cousins Laning Archives & ReContinued on page 6
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search Center will house the collections, ranging from historic furniture, to Venice High School yearbooks, to the earliest
editions of the Venice Gondolier,” Klinkhamer said.
“In addition, space will be available in the front of the
building for people to research the collection. This will include access to databases and tables where researchers can
work on their own computers.”
The Dale Laning and Julia Cousins Laning Archives & Research Center will be open to the public by appointment.
Julia has a history of supporting history and the arts in

Venice through the resources provided by her late husband,
Dale. In addition, Julia was an early resident of the city. Her
family moved to Florida in 1926 to find work in the booming
land and housing industry and eventually settled outside of

Julia Cousins Laning with her nephew and niece, Jimmy Cousins and Julie Hanon, outside the future home

Venice (now currently within the city limits) a year later.

of the Archives & Research Center that will bear her name.

Julia noted that when she moved here it was love at first
sight with the architecture. Her family would eventually move into the Triangle

When Julia returned to Venice, she was surprised to learn that so few people

Inn where her mother worked. Her father worked for the Kentucky Military

in the city knew about the accomplishments of Dr. Fred Albee. This was the

Institute and became mayor of Venice during WWII. She attended Florida

first spark in her interest of collecting and preserving Venice’s history for fu-

Southern where she took classes in English, science and art. Soon after gradu-

ture generations. After Dale’s death in 2008, Julia added philanthropy to her

ating, she moved to New York landing a job as an illustrator for Reader’s Di-

volunteer work, supporting and assisting many historical and cultural organiza-

gest. Julia retired and moved back to her hometown of Venice in 1970.

tions in the community. Along with her service, she has also helped the muse-

Dale Laning was born in St. Louis, Michigan in 1915. He was an accountant

um by supporting the Triangle Inn’s facility and staffing needs for years. Finally,

and veteran of Gen. MacArthur’s headquarters in the Pacific during World War Julia made possible a new facility to collect all of Venice’s historical records in
II. After the war, he married and became an office manager for an internation- one place so that future generations will not be as uninformed as those she
al law firm in New York. After 33 years of service and years of successful investing, he retired in 1982 with his first wife to Venice, where she later passed
away. Dale and Julia met in their 60s and were soon married.

encountered in 1970.
For more information, please call the Venice Museum & Archives at 941-4862487.
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Water Quality Assessment Report released
The City of Venice Utilities Department was recently in the news due to claims contained in a report released by the
Environmental Working Group (EWG) concerning drinking water quality in the City. With public health and safety as
the City’s top priorities, a Request for Proposals (RFP) was issued to conduct a “comprehensive assessment” of the
water produced by its Reverse Osmosis Water Treatment Plant (RO WTP). Arcadis U.S. Inc. was selected by the City to
conduct the water quality assessment, which included an assessment of the current treatment process, monitoring
and reporting practices.
Arcadis’ report shows EWG misrepresents data to encourage consumers to buy water filters. The EWG Tap Water
Database claims that the City’s water exceeds “health guidelines” for chlorate, radium-226, and total trihalomethanes (TTHM); however, EWG selectively chose non-enforceable guidelines based on outdated, rescinded, and/or disputed guidelines as the basis for their
claims. Regarding the claim that the City was in violation of monitoring requirements, this issue was resolved in 2013, and a reporting issue between FDEP and
USEPA resulted in an erroneous determination that the City is in violation of monitoring and reporting requirements. Arcadis confirmed with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection that the City is in 100% compliance with all drinking water standards and monitoring and reporting requirements.
Municipal water systems do need scrutiny beyond government testing and EWG’s database may expose small systems where compliance is lax, but this database unfairly inflates the risks. It’s notable that EWG is also promoting the sale of water filters with EWG receiving small donations for filter purchases made
on Amazon. The data for the EWG database is obtained through the Water Quality Association, which its website describes as “an organization created in 1974
from the merger of two trade associations, Water Conditioning Association International (representing water treatment equipment dealers) and the Water
Conditioning Foundation (representing water treatment equipment manufacturers and suppliers).”

How is the quality of my water regulated and how can I be sure it is safe to drink?
The City’s public water system is governed nationally by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and locally by the Florida Department
of Health (FDOH) and Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), which has given regulatory rights, within Sarasota County, to the Sarasota
County Health Department (SCHD) for governance and regulation of well construction and monitoring in addition to water treatment and distribution system
water quality; and to the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) for governance of the City’s water supply. After multiple discussions

with FDEP and FDOH, both agencies agreed the City is in 100% compliance with all drinking water quality standards and reporting requirements.
As part of its assessment, Arcadis U.S. also conducted interviews with Water Department staff to verify background, licensing, and training to ensure an
Continued on page 8
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City rolls out new website
The City of Venice debuted a new website at
www.venicegov.com on Dec. 13.
“We’re really thrilled as a city to roll out a website that’s
both beautiful and highly functional, said Public Information
Officer Lorraine Anderson. “With our old site, there was lots of
scrolling, especially on the homepage (pictured at right).
That’s a lot of wasted time for visitors to the site. We’ve
moved, in this site, from lots of scrolling to more efficient
clicking. Our vendor, Vision (out of California), conducted analytics on our old site that showed us what people were going
there to do, and that gave us information moving forward to
develop the 5 buttons on the homepage — categories where
we saw the most traffic — and the top pull-downs.”
There’s also multiple points of entry for what visitors to the
site want to do or find information about – paying a bill, applying for a job, looking up a meeting, getting more info on Venice Beach, taking a video tour of the parks.
“People think in different ways — some will scan the pulldowns, some will check out the buttons, others will do a
straight search. We wanted to help them find what they need as efficiently as possible,” Anderson said.
“The other great aspect of the new site is that each city department has point people who have been trained and are responsible for their own content,”
Anderson continued. “That’s important, because each department is no longer beholden on the IT Department to post content for their staff. We also felt
that each department best knows their needs and what residents and visitors are looking for on their pages, and how to arrange that information.”
The site is an ongoing work in progress. We welcome public feedback to make it even better. Email comments to landerson@venicegov.com.

Water Quality Report, from page 7

ity to complete their required tasks. Additionally, their knowledge of the

adequate knowledge of standard operating procedures. Operators were also

treatment and distribution system was very apparent, as was their care and

interviewed to confirm their understanding of roles and levels of understand-

diligence in performing their jobs.

ing. With over 100 years’ combined experience, each staff member was found
to display the highest level of competence in their understanding of and abil-

The City of Venice full Water Quality Assessment Report is available on the
city Utilities Water Quality page at www.venicegov.com. Copies of the report
are also available at the Information Desk at City Hall, 401 W. Venice Ave.
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BLUE SANTA
On Dec. 15, the Venice Police Department collected toys for their 27th
Annual Blue Santa Program for the adopted families of Venice and the
surrounding area. A local dentist starts collecting these toys in November from his patients and donates them to the Police Department. Dr.
Donald Lackey has been working with VPD since the beginning, helping
the community. Police are able to achieve this goal with the goodwill
and the support of the Venice residents, businesses, and civic groups.
Through their generous contributions, the Police Department provides
families with a full holiday meal and toys for each child. The gifts were
handed out to each family chosen prior to Christmas at Venice Police
Headquarters.
This year with the support of the community and donations that have
been collected, VPD was able to help 60 families — the highest number
of families that police have helped over the 27 years.
VPD also collected toys from Pier One of South Venice and from the
Venice Sail and Power Squadron.
Paul Freeman, Steven Short, Paul
Joyce, Andy Leisenring, Todd Reale,
Rob Goodson and Kelli Peyton with
VPD all helped with picking up toys
from Dr. Lackey’s office and unloading them.
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FIREFIGHTERS SPREAD CHEER
On Dec. 20, members of the Venice Firefighters Benevolent Fund were out
in the community spreading holiday cheer. Firefighters from the nonprofit
charity made several stops on their holiday gift-giving tour.
The group’s first stop was at the Salvation Army, where gifts were provided
to six children who were listed under the organization's Angel Tree Program.
After the Salvation Army dropoff, firefighters made their way over to Venice
Elementary School to spread more holiday cheer. At this stop, firefighters enlisted the help of three special students —the daughters of some of Venice’s
finest. The girls were Morgan Silva, Anna Lowery and Sarah Lowery, the
daughters of Battalion Chief Joe Silva and Lt. Derek Lowery. The girls present-

ed a check on behalf of the benevolent fund to the lunchroom to cover the
cost of all overdrawn lunch accounts. This brought all the delinquent accounts
up to date until the end of the year.
Additionally, the charity provided snacks to the nurse’s station for students
who come in with diabetes issues. The charity fund also worked with school
officials and provided gift cards to several families to ensure a bountiful holiday season.

Top left, the daughters of Venice fire-

fighters present a check to Principal
Erin Del Castillo of Venice Elementary
School. The girls, from left, are Morgan Silva, Anna Lowery and Sarah

Lowery. Below left, the girls present
snacks for the VES nurse's station for
students with diabetes. In the back
row, school nurse Tami Cooke and
Mary Pillsbury.
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Construction continues at Venice Airport
A concrete pour for Venice Airport's new T-hangar got underway
Dec. 20. The hangar should be ready for occupants in late spring
2018.
All areas of pavement pictured were open for tie-down customers
Dec. 20. Ajax Paving is removed barricades and did some cleanup
prior to the opening. Starting Jan. 2, Ajax will be working on the remaining areas east of the fixed base operations and west of the newly installed pavement. Ajax is currently slightly ahead of schedule.
The dirt work pictured is the new retention area and taxi lanes for
the new hangar. This work is progressing quite well too.

Photos provided by Jim Eppley
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Residents’ how-to guide for garbage and bulk pickup
City of Venice residents receive twice-weekly collection of an unlimited
amount of properly prepared household garbage for a monthly fee of $10.54.
Residents are charged for garbage and recycling collection regardless of
usage.
Here is how to prepare garbage for collection:
• Place items curbside by 7 a.m. on the day of collection
• Garbage cans must be 35 gallons or smaller (unless your community is in the
city’s pilot program for automated trash collection)
• Each container or bag must weigh less than 40 pounds
• Recyclables and yard waste may not be mixed with garbage
• Hazardous waste should not be placed with garbage
The following items may be included with the garbage collection. A note
identifying the item as garbage must be securely attached to it:
• Barbecue grill, after propane tank has been removed
• Two‐wheeled bicycles
• Hollow interior doors
• Push lawn mowers with all fluids drained
• VCRs, DVD players and radios
• Televisions and computer monitors under 40 pounds
• Furniture items 2 feet by 4 feet or smaller and 40 pounds or less
These things can also go in the garbage:
• Empty containers, including aerosol cans
• Dry paint can
• Alkaline batteries
Used motor oil and filters may also be discarded. Place oil in see‐through plastic beverage containers with a screw‐on cap and filters in sealed plastic bags.
Limit 5 gallons of oil and 5 oil filters per week. Place containers on curb on regular garbage collection day. Do not place oil or filters in the garbage or in the
recycling bins.
These things may not be included with the regular garbage collection:
• Large appliances
• Furniture
• Construction materials
• Tires (may be taken to the landfill for a fee)

• Fluorescent bulbs
• Hypodermic needles and syringes
• Yard waste
• Printers, scanners and fax machines (may be taken to the hazardous waste
center at Jackson Road or Knights Trail for free)
The City of Venice is not responsible for lost lids or broken garbage cans. Do
not use buckets, boxes or other containers as garbage cans. Any item or unapproved container placed curbside on the day of the collection is at risk of being collected as garbage. Residents who have difficulty getting containers to
the curb due to health-related issues may request handicap collection services
by calling 941-486‐2422.
The five holidays when the landfill is closed and garbage, recycling and yard
waste will not be collected are:
• New Year’s Day, Jan. 1
• Independence Day, July 4
• Labor Day, the first Monday in September
• Thanksgiving Day, the fourth Thursday in November
• Christmas Day, Dec. 25
All items are collected on the next regularly scheduled pickup day.
Bulk collections
Arrangements to collect household items too large to be part of the regular
garbage collection may be made by calling 941-486‐2422 to make an appointment for a special pickup. The charge is $20 per cubic yard for bulk garbage
collection. Place items at the curb or approved location for pickup.
Items included in bulk collections for a fee include: basketball poles, bathtubs and sinks, electronics such as computers and TVs, exercise equipment,
garage doors and openers, items not bagged, bundled or placed in cans, large
glass windows and tabletops, large mirrors, mailboxes on posts, mattresses,
picnic tables, riding lawn mowers, pianos and organs, playground equipment,
sliding glass doors, sheds, vehicle seats, fencing, and TVs over 40 pounds.
Although appliances, such as washers, dryers, refrigerators, freezers and airconditioners, are collected without charge, an appointment must be made
before setting them on the curb. Be sure to remove food and doors from refrigerators and freezers.
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Recycling guidelines for residents
Residents in the City of Venice are provided two
14-gallon red recycling bins for once-weekly collection. One bin is for paper materials and the other is
for commingled materials. Use only containers provided for recycling. The city is not responsible for
lost or broken carts or unapproved containers.
The fee for the recycling service is $8.02 per
month. Included in the fee is the collection of
properly prepared yard waste and two annual collections of bulk yard waste. To request recycling
bins, call 941-486‐2422.

down flat and placed next to or underneath the
bins. The boxes should be cut or folded so they are
4 feet by 2 feet or smaller.
Other items to include with cardboard are boxes
or cartons that contained crackers, cereal, frozen
food, dry food, beer, soda and shoes; and paper
towel and toilet paper rolls. These items can go in
the bin for paper, but must be separate from the
other materials in the bin. This information is available on the What‐Goes‐Where section of the My‐
Waste App.

Products accepted in the paper bin:
• Catalogs, magazines and newspapers
These items are not collected as recycling in the
• Phone books, paperback books
current program and must be discarded in gar• Mail, including envelopes with windows
bage:
• Writing and office paper
• Ceramic items
• Shredded paper in paper grocery or clear plastic
• Pool and other chemicals containers
• Gift‐wrap and tissue paper
bags.
• Clothes hangers
Products accepted in commingled bin:
• Hard covered books
• Glass bottles and jars, all colors
• Pizza delivery boxes
• Aluminum cans, foil and trays
• Plastic bags
• Steel tin cans with lids
• Plastic toys
• Aerosol cans, empty
• Styrofoam peanuts, cups, plates, egg cartons
• Drink boxes, straws removed
*NOTE: Publix offers bins for recycling plastic
• Milk and juice boxes
bags and Styrofoam.
• Plastic bottles with necks and recycle symbols 1
through 5, or 7
SPECIAL ITEMS
• Butter or margarine tubs and plastic deli trays
Used motor oil and filters
• Flower pots
• Place oil in see‐through plastic beverage conNote: Bottle tops should be removed and placed
tainers with a screw‐on cap and filters in sealed
in the garbage.
plastic bags.
Corrugated cardboard boxes should be broken
• Limit 5 gallons of oil and 5 oil filters per week.

• Place containers on curb on regular garbage
collection day. Do not place oil or filters in the garbage or in the recycling bins.
Needle disposal
Sarasota County offers free collection containers
for the disposal of needles and lancets. These
should never be put in regular garbage collections
or recycling bins. For more information, call the Sarasota County Health Department at 941-861-6133.
Medication
Prescription and non‐prescription medications are
not accepted in garbage and recycling collections.
They may be brought to the Venice Police Station,
1350 Ridgewood Ave. for disposal. Keep them in the
original containers.

At right, examples of recycled
items in the
paper bin, top,
and the
comingled bin,
bottom.
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2018 City of Venice Calendars are here!
The 2018 City of Venice Calendar is now available for FREE at the information desk at
Venice City Hall, 401 W. Venice Ave. City Hall is open 8 a.m.-4 p.m. weekdays.
New this year, the calendar features beautiful photos of Venice from area photographers including Adam Hutchinson, Daniel Eidel and Glenn Cuddihy, as well as pictures
taken in-house.
The calendar includes city budget information, photos of Council members and charter officers, a city directory and a map showing Venice city limits. Each month lists City
Council and advisory board meetings, special events and Gazebo concerts. (A reminder
that all listed meeting and event times and/or dates are subject to change.)
The calendar was printed and designed by Venice Print Center.
One calendar per person is encouraged, as supplies are limited and the City would
like as many individuals as possible to enjoy this beautiful calendar.
The calendar is also available in limited quantities at the Venice Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Venice MainStreet kiosk in Centennial Park.

AT YOUR SERVICE
The following individuals have been appointed or reappointed to serve
on city boards, commissions, committees and task forces:
Kit McKeon, appointed to the Planning Commission, to serve a term
from Dec. 12, 2017, until Dec. 11, 2020.

Sophie Fraser, appointed as a student member to the Parks and Rec-

reation Advisory Board, to serve a term from Dec. 12, 2017, until April 30,
2018.
C. Richard Hale, appointed to the Municipal Code Enforcement Board,
to serve a term from Nov. 28, 2017, until Nov. 30, 2020.
David M. Stone, appointed to the Environment Advisory Board, to

serve a term from Nov. 28, 2017, until Nov. 30, 2020.

Page 15

Venice City E-News

HOLIDAY CARD WINNER
Congratulations to Venice Elementary School fifth-grader
Tessa O'Leary, who won the
City of Venice’s 2017 Holiday
Card Contest. Tessa was recognized during VES's morning
news program by City Manager Ed Lavallee, Principal Erin
Del Castillo, and art teacher
Barbara Sirpilla, pictured with
Tessa at left. Her winning card
design, at right, which features
her name on the back, has
been sent out to over 300 city
employees and business partners. Way to go Tessa!

At right, City Manager Ed Lavallee
shows Tessa
O’Leary her finished card for the
first time, as VES
Principal Erin Del
Castillo looks on.
At left, other students’ card designs are on display at the City
Hall Information
Desk, manned by
Italia Adams.

January 2018
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Have you signed up for CodeRED alerts yet?
Hurricane season will be here in less than 5 months — have you signed up for CodeRED yet?
The City of Venice uses CodeRED to send emergency notifications by phone, email, text and

social media to keep citizens informed of emergencies such as evacuation notices, utility outages, water main breaks, fire or floods, chemical spills, or other emergency situations. Many residents found the free service extremely useful before, during and
after Hurricane Irma in September, when multiple CodeREDs were sent out.
The city also uses CodeRED Weather Warning, a unique service that automatically notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after a warning has been issued by the National Weather Service. The CodeRED Weather Warning is also available to city residents at no cost. Hurricane season runs June
1 through Nov. 30.
The city may also activate CodeRED to send general notifications to registered subscribers to communicate non-life safety matters, such as planned road
closures, water main repairs, and water and power service interruptions. By selecting the box for general alerts, you will also receive these types of notifications. Registering for CodeRED is quick and easy: Sign up online at www.venicegov.com. At the top of the homepage, click on “CodeRed” (above the Search
bar). Select the second option, “NO, I would like to review and submit my information,” and fill in the fields. Then add the following numbers to your caller ID
or contacts: 866-419-5000, Emergency Calls; 855-969-4636, General Calls; and 800-566-9780, Weather Warnings.
Things to know about CodeRED
CodeRED delivers notifications by phone calls to landlines and cell phones, emails, texts, social media, and/or mobile alerts. It is compatible with TDD/TTY
devices for those with hearing impairments. Individuals and businesses may add as many phone numbers, emails and text numbers as desired.
Residents and visitors alike can receive enhanced public safety alerts no matter where you are located via the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, a free public safety
app for both Android and iPhone users. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app delivers community and emergency alerts to individuals targeted within an impacted
geographical area so that you may also receive timely notifications when you’re on the road, or away from home.

If you are currently a CodeRED subscriber who has already registered your cellphone to receive notifications from the City of Venice, you will continue to
receive calls. However, if you download the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, you will also receive alerts via your smartphone anywhere in the country, including
Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Alaska. To download the free CodeRED Mobile Alert app, visit the Google Play or iTunes store.
For more information about the CodeRED service, or to sign up by phone, call 941-882-7401.
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Legacy Park playground opens to the public
The City of Venice completed construction of the new Train-Themed
Playground at Legacy Park at 395 E.
Venice Ave. in early December. The
playground is now open for use by
the public.
The shaded playground structure,
climbing apparatus, cornhole equipment and swings enhances the existing multi-use trail, kayak/canoe
launch, picnic shelters, restrooms
and parking facilities previously installed.
Playground funding has been provided by Venice Service District Park
Impact Fees and Florida Recreation
Development Assistance Grant Program.

January 2018
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CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING
The 10th Annual Christmas Tree Lighting in the Monty Andrews Arboretum in West
Blalock Park was presented by Venice Area Beautification Inc. Dec. 9 with music,
crafts and a visit from Santa. Mayor John Holic counted down the tree lighting with
area children, below. Dozens of other trees in the park were decorated by individu-

als and organizations. They are lighted nightly, 6-10 p.m., through Jan. 1.

Trees winning “Most Creative” laurels
by, above, Alberta and Kevin Leytze;
and below, the Durbin family.
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VMA VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

Clarke Pressly
Editor’s Note: This feature spotlights the hardworking, dedicated volunteers
at the Venice Museum & Archives.

How long have you lived in the area? 11 years. My wife Bev and I came here
from the northern Virginia-D.C. metro area. I was an IT consultant there for a
company doing primarily federal government contracting work. I had been doing similar contract work in Colorado. Initially, I served as an Air Force officer
for over 10 years, working on automated command and control systems. My
wife and I picked (Venice out) by driving through here and staying a couple
days. I like Venice’s size, its small-town feel, the ease of getting around. I used
to spend an hour getting around D.C.
How long have you volunteered at the VMA? I just finished my eighth year.
When do you come in? Mondays from 1-4 p.m.
What are some of your duties? When I first came here I was a jack-of-all-trades. But I found my focus, what I wanted to spend time on, was the research
process for information requests. They come in from a variety of sources. There are a lot of inquiries from our local citizenry. People looking to buy want background information on Venice properties, especially the historic area, where homes can date back to the 1920s. They want to know everything about a house
starting from when it was built. There are also inquiries about the Army Air Force Base, part of which became our Airport, and background on city parks —
their names, where they came from.
How did you start volunteering at the
museum? After my wife and I moved here
in 2006, I was talking with some neighbors
about social activities and they mentioned
the Venice Newcomers Club. But the bylaws state you can only be a member for 3
years, then you “graduate.” I would see
from time to time items about the (VMA)
Continued on page 20

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?
The Venice Museum & Archives could use more volunteers. Those interested should go to the VMA,
housed in the Triangle Inn at 351 Nassau St. S., on Venice island, and fill out an application. Museum staff will
contact you for an interview if your skills and interests
match the museum’s needs. Experience is not necessary, but preferred.
Prospective docents must:
* Be a people person

* Be reliable
* Be available for the same 3-hour shift each week on
a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday
* Check their email every day (non-negotiable)
* Be computer literate
* Provide tours of the first floor
* Sell items in the gift shop and make change
* Answer the phone
* Assist staff as necessary
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Report city issues on the go with SeeClickFix
Reporting a concern in Venice is just a few clicks away. The city’s SeeClickFix http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice.
platform, Venice Connect, allows citizens to report quality-of-life issues —

Use SeeClickFix to request assistance with City of Venice services or report

such as potholes, road-

problems, such as potholes, streetlights that are out, broken sidewalks,

side junk and tall grass

stormdrain issues, traffic signal/sign problems, code violations, etc. Venice

— and request city ser-

Connect will acknowledge newly submitted issues and forward them to the

vices.

appropriate departments to take care of the requests. Users will receive email

With free SeeClickFix mobile app and web tools, citizens are able to provide

updates and can come back here to check the status of submitted issues.

city staff with pictures, videos, specific descriptions and more — valuable in-

When the issue is resolved, the issue can be closed. Separate issues should be

formation needed to get the job done efficiently. In addition, the SeeClickFix

submitted as separate SeeClickFix reports.

platform provides city officials with a centralized issue management system to

Note: Please make sure that the address you are providing is the location of

manage issues from creation to resolution, engaging citizens throughout the

the issue being reported. For more information on using the program, call

process.

941-882-7401.

SeeClickFix Venice Connect is available as an app for Android and iPhone.

Law enforcement issues of an emergency nature need to be reported direct-

Select Venice Connect from your app store on your device. There is also a link

ly to the Venice Police Department by calling 911. VPD’s non-emergency num-

to the program at the top of the homepage on the city’s website,

ber is 941-486-2444. After-hours Utilities emergencies can be reported at 941-

www.venicegov.com (above the Search bar), or go directly to SeeClickFix at

486-2770.

VMA Volunteer, from page 19

create a program on the airbase for a series on the impact of WWII on Florida

in the paper, but I was too busy. After I “graduated” from the club, I was look- and specifically Venice. Now, I’m chair of our Speakers Bureau.
What do you like about the VMA? I appreciate the historical importance
ing for something different to do. I wanted to know more about the history of
the area, so this seemed a good fit.I also found out about the Venice Area
Historical Society and started attending their lecture series. I became more
and more involved. My father was a fighter pilot in World War II, so I helped

of the Triangle Inn, that it’s on the National Register of Historic Places. I like

that the original structure has generally been retained on the first floor. I plan
to volunteer here as long as my health holds out — and I’m in pretty good
shape at 74.
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BOAT PARADE
The 29th annual Venice Christmas Boat Parade was held the evening of
Saturday, Dec. 2 on the Intracoastal Waterway. The winning boats are as
follows: Under 30 feet, 1st place, Clean Break, Mark Obendorf, 2nd place,
Thunderstruck, John Watjen; 30-39 feet, 1st place, Emotional Rescue,

Charles Long, 2nd place, Bella Vita, Carol Bryati; 40 feet and over, 1st place,
Fruition, William Gatley, 2nd place, Toes in the Sand, Jeff Bush; Service/
Commercial , 1st place, Kate's Meow, Terry Garner, 2nd place, Leading Lady, Tim Blanchard; Best in Show, Remedy, Tom Melton; Viewers Choice,
Kate's Meow, Terry Garner.
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PARK SPOTLIGHT: FOUNTAIN PARK
World-renowned city planner John Nolen, who planned Venice in 1926
for the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, dotted the city with open
space for parks.

Fountain Park is located downtown at the convergence of 3 streets —
Nokomis Avenue South, Pedro Street, and Ponce de Leon Avenue. A castiron Italian fountain, landscaping and benches add a European charm at
this intersection.
More information on Venice parks, along with photos, amenities, and
maps of their locations, can be found by going to www.venicegov.com
and hovering on Government at top, then clicking on Public Works/Parks/

Parks Directory. You can also take a virtual tour.

January 2017
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CONSTRUCTION CORNER
The following construction and other projects are ongoing in the Venice area:


Concrete replacement and asphalt resurfacing is progressing well on the island of Venice for the Road Bond Resurfacing Project, Phase 1. The contractor
will be removing the old asphalt pavement and installing new asphalt pavement on the following roadways: The Esplanade, Barcelona Ave., Madrid Ave.,
Sarasota St., Nassau St., Tarpon St., St. Augustine Ave., Pensacola Rd., Milan Ave., Turin St., Verona St., Venezia Parkway, Maggiore Rd., Armada Rd. S., Sorrento St., Palermo Place, the alley between Tampa Ave. and Nokomis Ave., and the alley between Miami Ave. and American Legion Way. Please be aware
that any private improvement such as landscaping or sprinkler heads directly against the roadway could be impacted during the pavement removal process. The contractor will be restoring the area after the paving process is complete. Your patience is greatly appreciated. Please be prepared to move any
parked vehicles from the roadway. For more information, call Assistant City Engineer James Clinch at 941-882-7410.



Through April 14, Bayshore Construction will be rebuilding the existing Service Club Park boardwalk and raised picnic areas in Venice. The new facility will
provide full ADA compliant access to the beach and the raised picnic areas. The park at 1190 Harbor Dr. S. will remain closed during construction since
there will not be a safe beach access available. The City encourages beachgoers to use any of the other nearby beach accesses such as the Venice Fishing
Pier, Maxine Barritt Park, the Paw Park or South Brohard Park. The project began Nov. 13.



Cleaning and CCTV inspection of a sanitary sewer gravity main is being performed by UIT LLC in the following sewer lift station basin areas:
No. 1 — west of U.S. 41 and mostly east of Harbor Dr. S. between Maggiore Rd./Turin St. W south to Airport Ave.
No. 2 — west of Intracoastal Waterway and mostly east of Harbor Dr. S. between Nassau St. N. south to Turin St. W.
No. 3 — west of Harbor Dr. S. between Alhambra Rd./Gulf Manor Dr. up to Granada Ave. and west of Armada Rd S. to the Gulf up to Apalachicola Rd.
No. 10 — from E. Venice Ave. south along East Gate Dr. and north along Peach St. back to E. Venice Ave.
The work involves large trucks and opening manholes. Door hangers about the project will be distributed prior to beginning work. Some areas will require
entering private property to gain access to the utility easement; in these cases, the contractor will coordinate with the property owner. Completion is expected in early March 2018. For more information, call the Water Reclamation Facility Eastside Plant at 941-486-2788.



Go Utilities began construction of a water main extension in the Fairways of Capri development, along Pellegrin Ave. in Venice. The work consists of connecting two water main dead ends to improve flow and pressure. Pipe installation is complete and approval from FDEP to place the new line into service has
been received. Service connection relocations, water main tie-ins, and restoration are scheduled to begin the week of Jan. 8. Go Utilities has started the water line replacement along the west side of Seaboard Ave., from the post office to U.S. 41. Pipeline construction has begun and the contractor should complete this portion of the project in February 2018. For more information, call the Water Reclamation Facility Eastside Plant at 941-486-2788.



Construction of the William H. Jervey Jr. Venice Public Library commenced on Nov. 1, with completion anticipated in fall 2018, and move-in and opening
following soon after. The existing library patron parking lot at 305 Nokomis Ave. S. will be partially closed for the duration of construction. A portion of the
parking area has been secured with construction fencing and screening and will be used for construction offices, storage and worker parking.

Continued on page 24
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CONSTRUCTION CORNER (con’t from page 23)


Beginning in September and lasting for approximately 4 months, DeJonge Excavating Contractors Inc. is installing a multi-use asphalt trail along the south
side of Edmondson Rd. from Pinebrook Rd. to Auburn Rd. Please expect traffic delays and temporary lane closures during this construction project. For

more information, contact Assistant City Engineer James Clinch at 941-882-7410.


Installation of concrete sidewalks to fill gaps in existing sidewalk access and associated stormwater work is underway in multiple locations throughout
the city. The north section of the project limits are complete with the exception of The Esplanade. The remaining work is located on Park Blvd. S. from Gulf
St. to Cornwell on the Gulf, Airport Access Rd. from Airport Ave. to Business 41, Fiesole St. from Nokomis Ave. to The Rialto, and Firenze Ave. from Nokomis Ave. to The Rialto. For more information, contact Assistant City Engineer James Clinch at 941-882-7410.



U.S. 41/Venice Bypass from Gulf Coast Boulevard to Bird Bay Drive: Crews continue installing utility and storm drain systems and constructing temporary pavement. Expect intermittent nighttime/overnight northbound and southbound lane closures from 8 p.m. to 5:30 a.m. throughout the project limits
while crews are working. Motorists should also be aware of upcoming nighttime/overnight traffic shifts. Motorists should be mindful of the construction
signs in place and traffic control officers and use caution while traveling through the project area. Bergeron Land Development is the contractor. Expected
completion is Spring 2018.



SCAT transit stops shelter construction: This project consists of the construction of 12 new bus stop shelters and pads throughout Sarasota County. Projects underway include the following Venice locations: corner of Golf Drive & Guild Drive and corner of Jacaranda Blvd. & Woodmere Park Blvd. Motorists

are urged to use caution driving in these areas and watch for slow moving construction vehicles both on road and in the right of way.


Laurel Road at the Legacy Trail Crossing: Crews will be constructing a pedestrian bridge along the Legacy Trail over Laurel Road. Trail traffic on the
south side of Laurel Road has shifted to a temporary paved trail. Please continue to use the Mission Valley Boulevard detour to the East to cross Laurel
Road. Denson Construction Inc. is the contractor for the bridge. Additionally, utility contractors have completed relocating underground utilities in advance of construction of the new Legacy Trail overpass. Traffic on Laurel Road has shifted back to two lanes in each direction. Please continue to use the
Mission Valley Boulevard Detour; the existing crosswalk at the Legacy Trail will not be restored. Please be aware of construction vehicles entering and

leaving the construction zone. Spectrum Underground is the contractor for the utility relocation.
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AROUND TOWN
Sarasota County Assistant County Administrator Mark Cunningham, right, presents a certificate celebrating Venice's 40th
Anniversary of International City/County
Management Association Recognition for
the Council-Manager
Form of Government
to Mayor John Holic
and City Manager Ed
Lavallee during the
Dec. 12 City Council
meeting.

At right and below
right, Venice Police
and Santa (a good
friend of Rich Carroll)
helped with Challenger Baseball Dec.
16, handing out hundreds of bicycles to
community neighbors.
Photos
provided by
Maria Donaldson

Work is progressing at the
site of the future William H.
Jervey Jr. Venice Public Library, located
near the Venice Community Center.
Completion is
scheduled for
fall 2018.
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AROUND TOWN
City Hall employees, Venice Police and Fire Rescue,
and lots of other supporters helped give the Venice
Indians football team a big
sendoff Dec. 8 on West
Venice Avenue, as the
team left for the state
championships in Orlando.
Venice went on to defeat
Bartram Trail 37-24 and

win the Class 7A State
Championship Dec. 9.
Next up is a victory parade downtown honoring
both the football and volleyball teams, set for 2
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3.

January 2018
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AROUND TOWN

Venice Museum & Archives Curator Jon Watson, Historical Resources
Manager Harry Klinkhamer and Administrative Coordinator Rhonda RogThe city’s monthly bicycle ride, led by Bicycle Pedestrian
Coordinator Darlene Culpepper, was held on a brisk morning
Dec. 13. The first bike ride of the new year is set for 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 10. Just bring your bicycle and a helmet to
City Hall, 401 W. Venice Ave.

Venice hosted the Council of Governments, a meeting of officials from Sarasota County, School Board, cities of Ven-

ice, North Port and Sarasota, town of
Longboat Key and Sarasota Memorial
Hospital Board, on Dec. 14 in Community
Hall to discuss Sunshine Laws and other
common topics of interest.

ers outside the VMA Dec. 9 for the museum’s annual holiday open house.
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Venice Theatre
140 Tampa Ave. W.
941-488-1115
www.venicestage.com
“Smokey Joe’s Café”
Jan. 9-Feb. 4
“Last Train to Nibroc”
Jan. 11-28
“Herman’s Hermits Starring Peter Noone”
Jan. 14-15
“America’s Diamond Live Starring Jay White”
Jan. 21-22
“Back Home Again — A Tribute to John Denver”
Jan. 28-29
“The Sounds of Harry James and the Andrews Sisters”
Feb. 5
“The Toxic Avenger”
Feb. 8-March 4
“Dreamgirls”
Feb. 20-March 18
“Showtime Benefit for Alzheimer’s Association”
Feb. 24

Venice Art Center
390 Nokomis Ave. S.
941-485-7136
www.veniceartcenter.com
“Inspired”
Dec. 15-Jan. 12
“Earth, Wind, Fire, Water”
Jan. 19-Feb. 10
“Bling Thing Jewelry Show and Sale”
Jan. 27
“Fine Arts Show and Sale”
Feb. 17-18
“Spring Members Show”
March 2-30
“Musical Inspirations”
April 6-May 4

January 2018

Venice Performing Arts Center
1 Indian Ave.
941-480-3191
www.veniceperformingartscenter.com
“Jim Stafford”
Jan. 6
“Emotional Landscapes”
Venice Symphony
Jan. 12-13
“Tommy Dorsey Orchestra”
Jan. 14
“The Gatsby Gala”
Jan. 19
“Here, There and Everywhere”
Venice Concert Band
Jan. 22
“Harry Allen with Wycliffe Gordon”
Jan. 24
“Pure Zeppelin”
Jan. 26
“Swing, Swing, Swing: Toronto All-Star Big Band”
Feb. 1
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Next ride is Jan. 10!
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Public
parking
lots on
Venice
Island
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WATER RULES
City of Venice residents are permitted to irrigate lawns
one day per week:
Even addresses on Tuesdays
Odd addresses on Thursdays
Before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. for properties under 2
acres. For properties 2 acres or greater, watering is allowed
before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.
Hand watering hot spots and micro-irrigation of other
plants is allowed on any day, at any time.
New and replaced lawns get a 60-day exemption. Irrigation can occur any time of day on the day of installation,
and during the restricted hours on any day thereafter for up
to 60 days.
There are no restrictions on car washing, pressure washing, use of fountains or use of reuse or reclaimed water. A
shut-off nozzle on hoses should be used for car washing and
hand watering of garden plants. Conservation is encouraged.

Watch city meetings
To access meeting agendas, visit www.venicegov.com.
In the middle of the homepage, click on the Meetings button, find the
meeting you want to view, look to the right of it and click on Agenda,
click open and view. To watch City meetings, instead of clicking on Agen-

da, click on Video or “In progress.”
They are also rebroadcast the week after the meeting on Access 19
(Comcast Channel 19; Verizon/Frontier Channel 32).

CITY HALL CLOSURE: Venice City Hall will be closed Monday, Jan. 1,
2018, in observance of the New Year’s Day holiday. Garbage, yard waste
and recyclables will not be collected. Residents will have all items picked
up on their next regular collection day (NOT the next day). Residents are
reminded to have all materials to the curb by 7 a.m. In the event of Utilities service emergencies like a water line break, residents can call 941486-2770. This line is designated for emergencies only.

