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Glossary of Terms 
 

 

24-Hour/25-Year Storm: A storm of 24 hours duration which has a probability of occurring at 

least once in a 25-year period. 

 

Access Management Strategies: Approach to addressing traffic congestion, crashes, and loss of 

arterial capacity.  Access management programs address the location, spacing, design, and 

operation of street and driveway connections to major roadways, as well as subdivision and site 

design practices.  Access management also involves roadway design applications, such as 

median treatments and auxiliary lanes, and the appropriate spacing of traffic signals.  

 

Adjacent: To have property lines, or portions thereof, in common or facing each other across a 

right-of-way, street, or narrow water body. 

 

Affordable Housing: Monthly rents or monthly mortgage payments including taxes and 

insurance that do not exceed 30 percent of that amount which represents the percentage of the 

median annual gross income for Extremely Low Income, Very Low Income, Low Income and 

Moderate Income households as defined within this Comprehensive Plan. However, it is not the 

intent to limit an individual household’s ability to devote more than 30 percent of its income for 

housing, and housing for which a household devotes more than 30 percent of its income shall be 

deemed affordable if the first institutional mortgage lender is satisfied that the household can 

afford mortgage payments in excess of the 30 percent benchmark.  

 

Airport Clear Zone: A designated area of land which is subject to peak aircraft noise and on 

which there is the highest potential of danger from airport operations.  

 

Airport Compatibility: Land use strategies that protect public safety and the ability of the airport 

to operate now and in the future and to change amicably with the surrounding community. 

 

Airport Master Plan: The document that analyzes the City of Venice’s Airport facilities and 

operations, and outlines the main strategies for future development. It contains a five-year 

Capital Improvement Program and is approved by the FAA.  

 

Annexation: Action to add real property to the boundaries of an incorporated municipality, such 

addition making such real property in every way a part of the municipality. 

 

Aquifer Recharge Areas: Areas that are part of the Surficial Aquifer System with a critical 

recharging effect on the aquifer used for potable water. These areas contribute significantly to 

the replenishment of groundwater and due to their prevailing geologic conditions associated with 

infiltration rates and have a high potential for contamination of ground water resources. 

 

Aquifer: A water-bearing layer of rock or soil that will yield water in usable quantity to a well or 

spring. 
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Architectural Styles: Method to classify architecture in terms of form, techniques, materials, 

time period, region, etc. It overlaps with, and emerges from the study of the evolution and history 

of architecture. (See Architectural Styles of Venice) 

 

Areas of Unique Concern: Specific areas identified in the Comprehensive Plan that have been 

identified as having unique characteristics with regards to land use, parking, building envelopes 

and site design.     

 

Arterial Streets: Streets which serve moderate to large traffic volumes, the access to which is 

controlled. 

 

At Risk Native Habitats: Naturally occurring plant and animal communities found throughout 

the City of Venice area that are vital to the function of ecosystems and are in danger of 

disappearing. At risk native habitats are listed by the Florida Department of Environmental 

Protection. 

 

Autocentric Uses: Land use planning term to describe environments built for and around the 

automobile as opposed to the pedestrian. Pedestrian-friendly environments and compact 

developments are land use strategies employed to combat autocentric uses. 

 

Average Daily Flow: Average quantity of water consumed and wastewater generated in gallons-

per-day per equivalent residential dwelling unit. 

 

Beach: Zone of unconsolidated material that extends landward from the mean low water line to 

the place where there is marked change in material or physiographic form, or to the line of 

permanent vegetation, usually the effective limit of storm waves. “Beach,” as used in the coastal 

management element requirements, is limited to oceanic and estuarine shorelines. 

 

Bed and Breakfast Inn: A residence which, for compensation, provides temporary lodging and 

breakfast.   

 

Best Management Practices: An effective integration of stormwater management systems, with 

appropriate combinations of landscape conservation, enhancement, structural controls, 

impervious cover, schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, maintenance procedures, and 

other management practices that provide an optimum way to convey, store, and release run-off, 

in order to reduce peak discharge, remove pollutants, and enhance the environment. 

 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities: Any road, path, or way which is open to bicycle travel and 

travel afoot, but which excludes motor vehicles. Bicycle paths are not bicycle lanes which are 

constructed as part of a roadway to be shared by motor vehicles. 

 

Biological Treatment: A water-quality, treatment system that utilizes a design water pool in 

association with water-tolerant vegetation to remove pollutants through settling, absorption by 

soils, and nutrient uptake by the vegetation. 

 

Building, height.  As defined in Objective 9 and related policies of the Future Land Use and 
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Design Element of the City of Venice Comprehensive Plan.  

 

Building Permit: Any authorized action by an officer or agency of the City of Venice that 

approves, conditions, or denies a development of a parcel, tract, building, or structure, including 

any of the following: master site plan; zoning map amendment; concept plan; conditional zoning; 

conditional use permit; grading or other permit; certificate of occupancy; subdivision plat; 

certificate of appropriateness; site plan; sketch plan; landscape plan; tree preservation 

development approval; variance; appeal; and development plan. 

 

Capital Budget: Portion of the City’s budget which reflects capital improvements scheduled for 

a fiscal year.  

 

Capital Improvement Program (CIP):  Instrument to plan for the provision of City-wide capital 

budgeting needs. The plan identifies the development schedule for all capital improvement 

projects, related expenditures, and financing needs proposed within the City 

 

Capital Improvement: Physical assets constructed or purchased to provide, improve or replace a 

public facility and which are large scale and high in cost. The cost of a capital improvement is 

generally nonrecurring and may require multi-year financing. For the purposes of the 

comprehensive plan, physical assets which have been identified as existing or projected needs in 

the individual plan elements shall be considered capital improvements.  

 

City of Venice Strategic Plan 2020: Document periodically updated by City Council outlining 

the collective input of Council members expressed in terms of vision, mission, goals, strategies 

and outcomes aimed at preserving and enhancing the quality of life.  

 

Coastal Area: Area that incorporates the barrier islands, bayfront mainland, gulf and bay waters, 

and all other areas affected by tidal waters including mangrove swamps and tidal marshes. The 

coastal areas include all areas below and including the + five foot National Geodetic Vertical 

Datum (NGVD) contour line. 

 

Coastal Construction Control Line (CCCL): Coastal construction control line as approved on 

July 18, 1978, by the head of the state department of natural resources (governor and cabinet) 

under the provisions of Section 161.053, F.S., not including any subsequent revisions to such 

statute affecting the location of the line. See also Gulf Front Setback Line definition  

 

Coastal High-Hazard Area:  Area of special flood hazard extending from offshore to the inland 

limit of a primary frontal dune along an open coast and any other area subject to high velocity 

wave action from storms or seismic sources. The area is designated on the Flood Insurance Rate 

Map (FIRM) as the V zones. 

 

Collector Streets: Collector streets are those which carry traffic from local streets to the major 

system of arterial streets and highways, including the principal entrance streets of a residential 

development and streets for circulation within such a development. These facilities are 

characterized by relatively short trip lengths and moderate speeds and volumes. 
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Community Development District (CDD):  A local unit of special-purpose government which is 

created pursuant to applicable Florida Law and limited to the performance of authorized 

specialized functions; the boundaries of which are contained wholly within a single county; the 

governing head of which is a body created, organized, and constituted and authorized to function 

specifically for the delivery of urban community development services; and the formation, 

powers, governing body, operation, duration, accountability, requirements for disclosure, and 

termination of which are as required by general law (Chapter 190, F.S.). 

 

Community Housing: Housing, regardless of tenure, which is affordable housing to those 

making less than 120 percent of area median income calibrated to household size. 

 

Compact Development: Land use planning term that describes the arrangement of land uses so 

that less land will be consumed by development. Compact development is also advanced to 

provide more transportation options, by providing opportunities for pedestrian access and to 

provide densities that can be efficiently served by transit. Compact development can also make 

more efficient use of infrastructure. 

 

Comprehensive Plan Amendment:  Any action of a local government which has the effect of 

amending, adding to, deleting from or changing an adopted comprehensive plan element or map 

or map series, including an action affecting a prior plan or plan amendment adoption ordinance, 

but shall not mean a legislative act which only codifies local legislation or makes corrections, 

updates and modifications of the capital improvements element concerning costs, revenue 

sources, acceptance of facilities or facility construction dates consistent with the plan as provided 

in subsection 163.3177(3)(b), F.S., and corrections, updates, or modifications of current costs in 

other elements, as provided in subsection 163.3187(2), F.S.  

 

Comprehensive Plan: A statutorily defined long-range plan intended to guide the growth and 

development of the City of Venice for set period of time. It is inclusive of all its elements, goals, 

objectives, policies, maps, and official amendments. The Comprehensive Plan meets the 

requirements of Sections 163.3177 and 163.3178, F.S., and has been adopted by the City Council 

pursuant to Chapter 163.3184, F.S. 

 

Concurrency Management System: Procedures and/or process utilized to assure that 

development orders and permits are not issued unless the necessary facilities and services are 

available concurrent with the impacts of development.  

 

Concurrency: Necessary public facilities and services to maintain the adopted level of service 

standards are available when the impacts of development occur.  

 

Conditional Use: A use of the property to permit an increase in building height allowance that 

would not be appropriate generally or without restriction throughout a zoning division or district. 

A conditional use permit is usually justified after a public hearing and a finding that the 

increased height fits with the goals of the community's master plan and is generally compatible 

with neighboring developments. All approved conditional uses shall be authorized by a permit, 

which states the required finding and reasons therefore, the conditions imposed on the use, 

structure, the location of the conditional use and the time limit, if any.  
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Conservation Easement: A non-possessory interest of a holder in real property that imposes 

limitations or affirmative obligations designed to: retain or protect natural, scenic, or open space 

values of real property or assure its availability for agricultural, forest, recreational, or open 

space use; protect natural resources; maintain or enhance air or water quality; or preserve the 

historical, architectural, archeological, or cultural aspects of real property. 

 

Corridor: Area characterized by traffic movements surrounded by a mix of auto-oriented uses 

(mainly commercial and office). 

 

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED): Proper design and effective use 

of the built environment which may lead to a reduction in the fear and incidence of crime, and an 

improvement of the quality of life. 

 

Cultural Heritage Tourism: Traveling to experience the places, artifacts and activities that 

authentically represent the stories and people of the past and present. It includes cultural, historic 

and natural resources.  

 

Density, residential dwelling: The term "density" refers to the number of residential dwelling 

units permitted per gross acre (43,560 square feet) of land and is determined by dividing the 

number of units by the total area of land within the boundaries of a lot or parcel, not including 

dedicated rights-of-way, and except as otherwise provided for in this chapter. In the 

determination of the number of residential dwelling units to be permitted on a specific parcel of 

land, a fractional unit shall be rounded up or down to the nearest whole number (for example: 4.5 

to 5.0 and 4.49 to 4.0). 

 

Density Bonus: Incentive allowing additional dwelling units for the purpose of assisting the 

local government in providing affordable housing. 

 

Density, Gross: See density, residential dwelling. 

 

Density, Net: Number of dwelling units divided by the net developable area. The “net 

developable area” means the land area of the site after deducting unbuildable areas, including 

road rights-of-way, open space, and environmentally sensitive areas, stated as dwelling units per 

net acre. 

 

Development Agreement: A legal instrument that outlines the terms and conditions of the 

development of a product or real property between an interested party and the City of Venice. 

Development agreements should comply with the "Florida Local Government Development 

Agreement Act (Sections 163.3220-163.3243, F.S.). 

 

Development Order: Any order granting, denying, or granting with conditions an application for 

a development permit (Chapter 163.3164 (7), F.S.). 
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Development Permit: Any  building permit, zoning permit, subdivision approval, rezoning, 

certification, special exception, variance, or any other official action of local government having 

the effect of permitting the development of land (F.S. Chapter 163.3164 (8)). 

 

Development: Carrying out of any building activity or mining operation, the making of any 

material change in the use or appearance of any structure or land, or the dividing of land into 

three or more parcels (F.S. Chapter 380.04). 

 

Dwelling:  One or more rooms providing complete living facilities for one family, including 

kitchen facilities or equipment for cooking or provisions for same, and including a room or 

multiple rooms for living, sleeping, bathing, and eating. Also known as a “dwelling unit.” 

 

Ecotourism (also known as ecological tourism): Travel to fragile, pristine, and usually protected 

areas that strives to be low impact and (often) small scale. It helps educate the traveler; provides 

funds for conservation; directly benefits the economic development and political empowerment 

of local communities; and fosters respect for different cultures and for human rights. 

 

Endangered Species: Any species which is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant 

portion of its range other than a species of the Class Insecta determined by the Secretary to 

constitute a pest whose protection under the provisions of this Act would present an 

overwhelming and overriding risk to man. (Endangered Species Act of 1973) 

 

Enterprise Funds:  Account for operations (a) that are financed and operated in a manner similar 

to private business enterprises--where the intent of the governing body is that the costs 

(expenses, including depreciation) of providing goods or services to the general public on a 

continuing basis be financed or recovered primarily through user charges; or (b) where the 

governing body has decided that periodic determination of revenues earned, expenses incurred, 

and/or net income is appropriate for capital maintenance, public policy, management control, 

accountability, or other purposes. (Uniform Accounting System Manual- State of Florida) 

 

Erosion Control Line: Practice of preventing or controlling wind or water erosion in land 

development and construction. This sometimes involves the creation of a physical barrier, such 

as vegetation or rock, to absorb some of the energy of the wind or water that is causing the 

erosion. 

 

Extra-Jurisdictional Planning Areas: Land areas that are in close proximity to the municipal 

boundaries of the City of Venice, whether within the City limits or in the unincorporated area of 

the County, that require close coordination between the jurisdictions in order to assure the 

orderly and efficient provision of public facilities and services and compatibility of land uses. 

 

Five-year Capital Improvements Schedule (CIS): Instrument that provides the financial 

foundation necessary to implement capital improvements needed to implement the 

Comprehensive Plan and achieve and maintain adopted LOS.  The CIS guides the development 

of public facilities and infrastructure systems over a 5-year period. The CIS is structured 

according to the City’s planning priorities, estimated project costs, and availability of funding 

resources.  
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Flood Plains: Areas which are inundated during a 100-year flood event or identified by the 

National Flood Insurance Program as an "A" Zone or "V" Zone on Flood Insurance Rate Maps 

or Flood Hazard Boundary Maps. 

 

Floor area ratio: Ratio of the total building floor area in square feet to the total land area in 

square feet, based upon a 1:0 ratio, constituting a one-story building or structure occupying 100 

percent of the underlying land. 

 

Floor Area:  Sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several floors of a building measured from 

the exterior faces of the exterior walls or from the centerline of walls separating two buildings, 

excluding public corridors, common restrooms, attic areas with a headroom of less than seven 

feet, unenclosed stairs or fire escapes, elevator structures, cooling towers, areas devoted to air 

conditioning, ventilating or heating or other building machinery and equipment, parking 

structures, and basement space where the ceiling is not more than an average of 48 inches above 

the general finished and graded level of the adjacent portion of the lot. 

 

Florida Clean Marina: Voluntary designation program administered by the Florida Department 

of Environmental Protection focused on environmental stewardship. The program provides 

assistance in implementing Best Management Practices designed to protect Florida’s waterways 

focusing on sensitive habitat, waste management, stormwater control, spill prevention and 

emergency preparedness.   

  

Florida Friendly Landscaping (FFL): Landscaping that incorporates the best management 

practices promoted by programs such as Florida Yards and Neighborhoods and Florida Green 

Industries, which emphasize the use of landscaping materials that match the site’s soil, water, 

and climatic conditions, are attractive to wildlife, are non-invasive, and require little to no 

supplemental water, fertilizer or pesticides. 

 

Florida Green Building Coalition (FGBC) Certified Design: Project that has been designed or 

upgraded to meet the technical standards developed by the Florida Green Building Coalition 

(FGBC) as part of the statewide green building program which defines, promotes, and 

encourages sustainable efforts with environmental and economic benefits. 

 

Future Land Use Map (FLUM): Map or series of maps that depict future land use patterns                       

as part of the Future Land Use Element of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.   

 

Future Traffic Circulation Map:  Map that depicts the future circulation patterns as part of the 

Transportation Infrastructure & Service Standards Element of the City of Venice Comprehensive 

Plan.   

 

Gated Community: Residential community with restricted vehicular access. 

 

Goal:  Long-term end toward which programs or activities are ultimately directed. 
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Green Design:  Design that yields environmental benefits, such as savings in energy, building 

materials, and water consumption, or reduced waste generation. 

 

Green Development:  The use of sustainable building and development planning methods 

utilized in a way that results in minimum impact on natural resources, energy consumption, use 

of water, use of raw materials, and waste generation, thereby affording inhabitants a potentially 

higher quality of life. 

 

Green Infrastructure:  An adaptable term used to describe an array of products, technologies, 

and practices that use natural systems – or engineered systems that mimic natural processes – to 

enhance overall environmental quality and provide utility services. As a general principle, Green 

Infrastructure techniques use soils and vegetation to infiltrate, evapotranspirate, and/or recycle 

stormwater runoff. When used as components of a stormwater management system, Green 

Infrastructure practices such as green roofs, porous pavement, rain gardens, and vegetated swales 

can produce a variety of environmental benefits. In addition to effectively retaining and 

infiltrating rainfall, these technologies can simultaneously help filter air pollutants, reduce 

energy demands, mitigate urban heat islands, and sequester carbon while also providing 

communities with aesthetic and natural resource benefits.  

 

Groundwater: Water beneath the surface of the ground within a zone of saturation, whether or 

not flowing through known and definite channels. 

 

Gulf Front Setback Line: The City has established the gulf front setback line as being delineated 

as the same as the Coastal High Hazard Area (CHHA), which is currently defined as the 

evacuation zone for a Category 1 hurricane as established in the regional hurricane evacuation 

study. The gulf front setback line prohibits development seaward of the 1978 Coastal 

Construction Control Line or 150 feet from the mean high water line. 

 

Hazardous Waste:  Solid waste, or a combination of solid wastes, which, because of its quantity, 

concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious characteristics, may cause, or significantly 

contribute to, an increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible or incapacitating 

reversible illness or may pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health or the 

environment when improperly transported, disposed of, stored, or otherwise managed. The term 

does not include human remains that are disposed of by persons licensed under Chapter 497, F.S. 

 

Historical and Archaeological Resources: All areas, districts, sites, buildings, structures, and 

objects listed on the Florida Master Site File, the National Register of Historic Places, or 

designated by the City of Venice as historically, architecturally, culturally, or archaeologically 

significant. 

 

Historically Significant Housing: Structure that is listed on the Florida Master Site File, 

National Register of Historic Places or designated as historically significant by or in accordance 

with a local ordinance.  
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Hurricane Vulnerability Area: Area delineated by the Southwest Regional Planning Council 

Hurricane Evacuation Study, produced by the Southwest Regional Planning Council, that will 

require evacuation in the event of a Category 3 storm event. 

 

Impact Fee: Assessment imposed by the City against new development in order to generate 

revenue for funding the costs of capital improvements or facility expansions necessitated by and 

attributable to the new development. Impact fees should be adopted by ordinance or resolution. 

(See Section 163.31801, F.S.) 

 

Impervious Surface: Surface which has been compacted or covered with a layer of material so 

that it is highly resistant to infiltration by water, including surfaces such as, compacted sand, 

limerock, shell, or clay, as well as most conventionally surfaced streets, roofs, sidewalks, parking 

lots, and other similar structures. 

 

Incompatible Land Use: Use of a parcel of land in a manner which interrupts, conflicts, or 

otherwise interferes with the use of a neighboring parcel of land such that the neighboring land is 

impaired for its original intended use. 

 

Infill Development: Development designed to occupy scattered or vacant parcels of land that 

remain after the majority of development has occurred in an area. 

 

Infrastructure: Manmade structures which serve the common needs of the population, 

including, but not limited to, sewage disposal systems, potable water systems, solid waste 

disposal systems, stormwater systems, utilities, causeways, bridges, streets, wells, piers, docks, 

breakwaters, bulkheads, seawalls, channels, and roadways. 

 

Intensity: Objective measurement of the extent to which land may be developed or used, 

including the consumption or use of the space above, on or below ground; the measurement of 

the use of or demand on natural resources; and the measurement of the use of or demand on 

facilities and services.  

 

Interlocal Agreement: Florida State Statutes permits a local government to enter into interlocal 

agreements with other public agencies in the interest of cooperatively sharing resources for their 

mutual benefit. A public agency of this state may exercise jointly with any other public agency 

of the state, any power, privilege, or authority which such agencies share in common and which 

each might exercise separately. 

 

John Nolen Plan / 1926 Venice Plan: Planned by John Nolen in 1926, the City of Venice was 

designed to embrace its coastal location. Nolen’s plan integrated the City’s neighborhoods, 

activity centers, schools, streets, public facilities, and parks with its coastline. Most of the 

original John Nolen plan for Venice was constructed by the Brotherhood of Locomotive 

Engineers. 

 

Joint Planning and Interlocal Service Boundary Agreement (JPA/ILSBA): Agreement 

between two jurisdictions on how a specific area will grow and how the review of the growth 

will be conducted.  Each JPA includes a map of the area to which the JPA will apply as well as 
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the terms of the agreement as provided for in Section 163.3171, F.S. The City of Venice entered 

into a JPA/ILSBA with Sarasota County on Jan. 4, 2007 which is intended to address cross-

jurisdictional impacts on infrastructure, land use, capital improvements, development timing and 

other related issues of regional concern between the City and the County. 

 

Land Development Regulations: Ordinances enacted by governing bodies for the regulation of 

any aspect of development, including any local government zoning, rezoning, subdivision, 

building construction, or sign regulations or any other regulations controlling the development of 

land.  

 

Level of Service: Indicator of the extent or degree of service provided by, or proposed to be 

provided by, a facility based on and related to the operational characteristics of the facility. Level 

of service shall indicate the capacity per unit of demand for each public facility.  

 

Livable Communities: Communities that are planned to preserve or enhance quality of life for 

all residents. 

 

Livable Community Principles and Practices: Set of recommended actions to achieve a better, 

more livable built environment. These actions include, but are not limited to:  

1. Design on a Human Scale 

2. Provide Choices (housing, shopping, recreation, transportation) 

3. Encourage Mixed-Use Development (integrating different land uses) 

4. Preserve Urban center (restore, revitalize and infilling urban centers) 

5. Build Vibrant Public Places (for community interaction) 

6. Vary Transportation Options (walking, biking, using mass transit, etc.) 

7. Create Neighborhood Identity (bring sense of place) 

8. Protect Environmental Resources (balanced nature and development) 

9. Conserve Landscapes 

10. Design Matters 

 

Live-Near-Work Housing: Availability of housing choices near to work places. 

 

Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act of 1985: 

Section of the Florida Statutes that requires all of Florida's counties and municipalities to adopt 

Local Government Comprehensive Plans that guide future growth and development. (See 

Chapter 163, Part II, F.S.) 

 

Local Government Infrastructure Surtax: Discretionary sales surtax that local governments has 

the authority to impose by Section 212.055(2), F.S. To impose any surtaxes requires either a 

favorable referendum vote or, for some, an extraordinary vote of the governing body. 

 

Local Land Planning Agency: The City of Venice’s City Commission or such other public body 

as the Venice’s City Council may designate. 
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Local Road: Roadway providing service which is of relatively low-traffic volume; short average 

trip length; or minima-through-traffic movements; and high-volume, land access for abutting 

property.  

  

Low Impact Development (LID): Innovative planning and engineering design approach to 

stormwater management that allows for stormwater to be managed close to its source and to be 

incorporated into the landscape, built environment, and infrastructure in small scale distributed 

facilities, such as green roofs, rain gardens, or permeable pavers. LID strategies emphasize 

conservation and use of on-site natural features to protect water quality.  

 

Manatee Protection Plan: Planning document designed to reduce detrimental human-related 

impacts to manatees, as required by the Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act.  A MPP is required of 

13 “key” coastal counties identified by Florida’s Governor and Cabinet that are critical to the 

recovery of the species.  The original impetus to develop site-specific MMPs at the local level 

was the Florida Manatee Recovery Plan, which was approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (FWS) in 1980, and later updated in 1989 and 1996.  Recovery plans are required for all 

listed species under the federal Endangered Species Act; however, the protections provided by 

the Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act are independent of the manatee’s status as a listed species. 

 

Manufactured Home: Detached single-family dwelling unit with all of the following 

characteristics: 

1. Designed for long term occupancy, and containing sleeping accommodations, a flush 

toilet, a tub or shower bath, and kitchen facilities, with plumbing and electrical 

connections provided for attachment to outside systems; 

2. Designed for transportation on streets or highways on its own wheels after fabrication; 

and 

3. Arriving at the site where it is to be occupied as a dwelling complete, including major 

appliances and furniture, and ready for occupancy except for minor and incidental 

unpacking and assembly operations, location on jacks or other temporary or permanent 

foundations, connection to utilities and the like. 

A mobile home is a manufactured home. A travel trailer is not to be considered a manufactured 

home. 

 

Manufactured Home Park:  Premises where manufactured homes are parked for non-transient 

living or sleeping purposes and where sites or lots are set aside or offered for lease or rent for use 

by manufactured homes for living or sleeping purposes, including any land, building, structure or 

facility used by occupants of manufactured homes on such premises. This term shall also apply 

to condominium sale and ownership of manufactured home units in compliance with all 

applicable state statutes. 

 

Mean High Water Line (MHWL): Boundary line along navigable waters between submerged 

lands including the foreshore, owned by the State in its sovereign capacity, and uplands subject 

to private ownership. 

 

Mining Reclamation Plan: A mining reclamation plan outlines the combined process of land 

treatment that minimizes water degradation, air pollution, damage to aquatic or wildlife habitat, 
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flooding, erosion and other adverse effects from surface mining operations, including adverse 

surface effects incidental to underground mines, so that mined lands are reclaimed to a usable 

condition which is readily adaptable for alternate land uses and create no danger to health or 

safety. 

 

Modular Housing: Type of manufactured housing in which the components (modules) consist of 

entire rooms that are transported to and assembled on site.  

 

Multi-modal Development:  Development that considers various modes (walking, cycling, 

public transit, automobile, watercraft and air, etc.) of transportation and the connections between 

such modes so each can fill its optimal role in the overall transportation system that supports it. 

Sometimes referred to as “intermodalism”. 

 

Myakka River Comprehensive Watershed Management (CWM) Plan:  Plan that analyzes the 

wealth of information available regarding the Myakka River Watershed, identifies major issues, 

and recommends specific actions to address these issues.  The Comprehensive Watershed 

Management (CWM) initiative stems from Chapter 62-40.432, F.A.C., which directs the 

Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) to protect, preserve, and restore the 

quality, quantity, and environmental values of water resources through watershed planning and 

goals.   

 

Myakka River Management Coordinating Council: The Myakka River Management 

Coordinating Council (Council) was established in 1985, by the Myakka River Wild and Scenic 

Designation and Preservation Act (Section 258.501, F.S.) to provide interagency and 

intergovernmental coordination in the management of the river. The Secretary of the Florida 

Department of Environmental Protection appoints new members to the Council. Council 

membership includes staff of state agencies, local governments, regional planning councils, 

agricultural interests, environmental organizations, landowners, businesses, and other 

stakeholders as deemed advisable by the Department. 

 

Myakka Wild and Scenic River Management Plan:  Plan that provides an assessment of the 

Myakka River’s resources, public access, and recreation use; identifies the river’s resource 

values, issues, and problems; and describes the river management program, including specific 

management objectives and actions.  As a result of the plan, the Myakka River Wild and Scenic 

River Rule, 62D-15 F.A.C. was adopted to regulate activities that may adversely affect resource 

values in the river area.  The plan was developed jointly by the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection (FDEP) and the Myakka River Management Coordinating Council.   

 

National Historic Landmark: Authorized in 1935 and implemented in 1960, a federal program 

that identifies sites and buildings of national significance.  

 

National Register of Historic Places: Official listing of culturally significant buildings, 

structures, objects, sites, and districts in the United States maintained by the U.S. Department of 

Interior.  
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Natural Resources: Biological, geological, or physical features which provide a range of 

benefits for all citizens of the City of Venice. These resources shall include, but not be limited to, 

bays, rivers, canals, streams, lakes, swamps, springs, marshes, minerals, open-water 

impoundments, groundwater aquifers, forests, and all naturally occurring fauna thereof. 

 

Neighborhood:  Planning area characterized mainly by its residential (both single and 

multifamily) and other community components such as schools, recreational areas, community 

facilities, and commercial areas. 

 

Neighborhood Park: Park designed to serve the population of a single neighborhood and 

generally accessible by bicycle or by foot. 

 

Nonconforming lot, parcel, or use: Lot or parcel (subdivided or unsubdivided) that was lawfully 

established or commenced prior to the adoption or amendment of the local government land 

development regulations and that fails to meet the current requirements for area, height, yards, 

setback, or use generally applicable in the district because of a change in the applicable zoning 

district regulations, annexation, condemnation of a portion of the lot, or other governmental 

action. (See City of Venice’s Land Development Code, Article VII) 

 

Nonconforming structure: Building or structure that was lawfully erected prior to the adoption 

or amendment of the local government’s land development regulations but that no longer 

complies with all the regulations applicable to the zoning district in which the structure is 

located. (See City of Venice’s Land Development Code, Article VII) 

 

Non-Native Invasive Species: Species not endemic to Florida that have escaped cultivation, are 

spreading on their own, and are causing environmental or economic harm. 

 

Objective:  Specific, measurable, intermediate end that is achievable and marks progress toward 

a goal.  

 

Open Space:  An area of land not occupied by any structures or impervious surfaces that is 

valued for natural processes and wildlife, for sustainable agricultural production, and/or low-

impact recreation or viewscape areas.  A body of water is considered impervious.  

 

Person:  Firm, association, organization, partnership, trust, company or corporation, as well as 

an individual. 

 

Plan Consistency: Determination made by appointed city staff to ensure that any public or 

private project, special plan, ordinance, resolution, or action is in “harmony” (or do not 

contradict) with the goals, objectives and policies of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  

 

Planning Area: Area of the City with specific development standards as established by the 

City’s Comprehensive Plan.  

 

Policy: Way in which programs and activities are conducted to achieve an identified goal.  
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Pollution: Presence of contaminants in the air, water, or soil which is known to be harmful or 

potentially harmful to the health of living beings. 

 

Post Disaster Redevelopment Plan: Plan that identifies how a community will redevelop and 

recover long-term after a disaster. The plan covers policies, operational strategies, and roles and 

responsibilities for implementation that will guide decisions that affect long-term recovery and 

redevelopment of the community after a disaster. The plan emphasizes seizing opportunities for 

hazard mitigation and community improvement, in line with the goals of the local 

comprehensive plan and with full participation of the citizens. (See Chapter 252, F.S.) 

 

Potable Water: Water which is satisfactory for drinking, culinary, and domestic purposes and 

meets the requirements of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 

 

Pre-Construction Clearing: An action carried-out by a property owner or a developer in order to 

ensure that the property is ready and in compliance to undertake construction activities. 

 

Preservation Planning: Process that organizes preservation activities (identification, evaluation, 

registration and treatment of historic properties) in a logical sequence. The process offer 

important opportunities to identify, evaluate, and address issues, needs, and challenges relating to 

historic and cultural resources by bringing together different stakeholders involved in historic 

preservation. 

 

Preservation Resource Inventory: Official listing of historical sites, structures (over 50 year 

old), and other important resources within City limits. On a fundamental level, the list is a 

numerical and descriptive document that ranks a resource according to age, character, context 

and condition. The inventory is a tool to increase the public's awareness of important cultural, 

historic and architectural properties and aid in their renovation and preservation. 

 

Preservation: Identification, evaluation, recordation, documentation, analysis, recovery, 

interpretation, curation, acquisition, protection, management, rehabilitation, restoration, 

stabilization, maintenance, or reconstruction of historic properties.  

 

Project: Any land use or combination of more than one land use, either existing or proposed, for 

which application for approval has either been submitted or is in the process of being reviewed 

or which has been issued a development order.  

 

Proportionate Share Contribution: Contribution of funds by a development in proportion to its 

impacts. The concept of “proportionate share” in Florida is closely associated with the provision 

of adequate facilities concurrent with new development. 

 

Proportionate Share Ordinance: Legal instrument that allows local governments to implement 

the provisions of Section 163.3180(16), F.S., which establishes conditions whereby developers, 

may satisfy transportation concurrency requirements through proportionate fair-share 

contributions. 
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Public Access: Ability of the public to physically reach, enter, or use recreation sites, including 

beaches and shores. 

 

Public Facilities: Publicly owned, operated, franchised, licensed, or regulated facilities which 

provide water, sewer, solid waste drainage, schools and transportation services to the residents 

and visitors of the City of Venice. 

 

Public Services: Services provided by the City which may or may not be associated with capital 

infrastructure, such as, but not limited to, police, fire, health, education, library, and social 

services. 

 

Receiving Water: Surface-water area into which an industrial, domestic, or Stormwater 

pollution-point source flows. 

 

Reclamation: Restructuring, reshaping, and restoration of mined lands to a form in which the 

lands are able to be put to a beneficial use. 

 

Reconstruction: Process of reproducing by new construction the exact form and detail of a 

demolished building structure or object as it appeared at a certain point in time.  

 

Recreation: Leisure activities or pursuits, especially those that are conducted outdoors. 

 

Regional Urban Trail System:  System of pathways intended for use by non-motorized modes of 

transportation, such as pedestrians or bicyclists that links multiple activity centers within a 

specific region.  A regional urban trail system typically consists of a designated land corridor or 

body of water that provides recreational, aesthetic, or alternate transportation opportunities to 

non-motorized users of all ages and abilities. 

 

Regional Water Supply Plan (RWSP):  Assessment of projected water demands and potential 

sources of water to meet demands over a specific period of time.  The plan addresses the water 

supply demands for those regions within the Southwest Florida Water Management District 

(SWFWMD) where existing sources of water are not adequate to supply water for future 

reasonable and beneficial uses, as well as to sustain water resources and the related natural 

systems.  In accordance with Section 373.0361, F.S., SWFWMD is required to publish and 

update a RWSP every five (5) years.   

 

Rehabilitation: Process of returning a property to a state of utility through repair or alteration 

which makes possible an efficient contemporary use while preserving those portions or features 

of the property that are significant to its historical, architectural, and cultural values.  

 

Restoration: Process of accurately recovering the form and details of a resource and its setting as 

it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the removal of later work or by the 

replacement of missing earlier work.  

 


